
 

AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

 

PROPOSED NEW RULE 67.20.1 –  

MOTOR VEHICLE AND MOBILE EQUIPMENT COATING OPERATIONS 

 

 

WORKSHOP REPORT 
 

 

A workshop notice was mailed to owners and operators of automotive refinishing facilities, 

manufacturers, suppliers, and distributors of automotive coatings or cleaning materials in San 

Diego County.  Notices were also mailed to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

the California Air Resources Board (ARB), all Economic Development Corporations and 

Chambers of Commerce in San Diego County, and other interested parties. 

 

The workshop was held on July 15, 2009, and was attended by 59 people.  Written comments 

were also received before and after the workshop.  The workshop comments and District 

responses are as follows: 

 

 

1. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Will tertiary butyl acetate (TBAC) be exempted from the rule?  There is no clear coat with a 

VOC content of 2.1 grams/liter that is equivalent in quality to products with a VOC content of 

3.5 grams/liter.  It is possible, however, to reformulate the current clear coat into an equivalent 

product with the use of TBAC that complies with the proposed rule requirements.  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

No, the District will not exempt the use of TBAC in Rule 67.20.1 at this time.  There is still 

much uncertainty about the impact of TBAC on human health. 

 

In 2004, EPA determined that TBAC has a low photochemical reactivity and thus its 

contribution to ozone formation is negligible.  Consequently, EPA exempted the compound from 

the federal list of VOCs.  In 2005, ARB developed a Suggested Control Measure (SCM) for 

Automotive Coatings, and performed a collaborative analysis with other relevant State agencies 

of the potential adverse health impacts of an exemption for TBAC.  In studies with rats, TBAC 

has been shown to substantially metabolize to tertiary butyl alcohol (TBA), which can induce 

tumors in rats and mice.  It was considered that the TBA carcinogenicity data may not have been 

relevant to human cancer risk assessment.  However, the data was insufficient to allow for this 

determination.  ARB therefore concluded that TBAC may pose a potential cancer risk to humans 

and left the decision on the TBAC exemption to local air districts. 

 

Some of the districts have since provided either a complete or partial exemption for the use of 

TBAC in their automotive coating rules, while others have not exempted TBAC at all.  It seems 

unlikely that manufacturers will use TBAC in materials made only for the regions where TBAC 

is exempt. 
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The District does not presently have the resources to conduct its own risk assessment to make a 

definitive determination in regards to the carcinogenicity of TBAC or of its metabolites.  In 

consideration of the uncertainty of the potential health effects from exposure to TBAC, and that 

there are coatings currently available which do not contain TBAC and comply with the proposed 

VOC limits, the District has decided not to exempt TBAC at this time.   

 

 

2. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Does the rule mandate the use of waterborne coatings?   Can solvent based products be used if 

they can be reformulated to comply with the lower proposed limits?  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

No, the rule does not mandate the use of waterborne coatings.  Either solvent based or 

waterborne coatings may be used provided that their VOC contents comply with the VOC 

content limits in the rule.  

 

 

3. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

How will the proposed rule affect mobile coating operations?  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Similar to current Rule 67.20, proposed Rule 67.20.1 applies to all motor vehicle and mobile 

equipment coating operations, including stationary and mobile operations.  While a mobile 

coating operation may be exempt from the District permit requirement per Rule 11 (Exemptions 

from Rule 10 Permit Requirements), if in a consecutive 12-month period it uses 20 gallons or 

less of coatings, or emits 150 pounds or less of VOC emissions, it would still be subject to Rule 

67.20.1.  Thus, as with a source operating under a District permit, a mobile coating operation that 

is exempt from permit requirements must still comply with the provisions of Rule 67.20.1, such 

as the VOC content limits and the various requirements for application equipment, cleaning 

materials and recordkeeping.    

 

 

4. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) exempts facilities that use no more 

than a total of 22 gallons/month of solvent based coatings and associated VOC containing 

cleanup solvents, while the limit for exemption from permit requirements in the District is 20 

gallons/year.  Are there any plans to revise this limit for consistency with the SCAQMD?  
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DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 

No, at this time, the District does not have any plans to revise Rule 11 (Exemption from Rule 10 

Permit Requirements).  This rule provides an exemption from the permit requirement for any 

portable or stationary coating application operation that uses 20 gallons or less of coatings in a 

consecutive 12-month period, or has VOC emissions 150 pounds or less in the same period.  It 

should also be noted that while facilities may be exempt from permit requirements per Rule 11, 

they will still be subject to the requirements of Rule 67.20.1 unless specifically exempted by the 

proposed rule.    

 

 

5. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

What is the difference between the exemption from permit requirements for operations using 20 

gallons/year of coatings and the exemption in Rule 67.20.1 for operations using 25 gallons/year 

of coatings?  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

District Rule 11 provides an exemption from the requirement for a permit to operate for any 

coating operation, including any automotive refinishing operation, which uses 20 gallons or less 

of coatings, or emits 150 pounds or less of VOC emissions in a consecutive 12-month period.   

 

Proposed Rule 67.20.1 provides a limited exemption specifically for vehicle restoration 

activities, provided that no more than 25 gallons of noncompliant coatings are used in a calendar 

year.  This exemption also limits the number of vehicles restored per year to 15 and applies only 

to certain provisions of the rule, namely the VOC content limits for coatings, materials for 

surface preparation or other surface cleaning, and cleaning materials for application equipment.  

All other provisions of Rule 67.20.1 will still apply.      

 

 

6. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

The cost of compliance with the rule can be passed onto consumers, but only to a limited extent, 

through an increase in the price of refinishing a vehicle.  This is because the amount charged for 

refinishing work is controlled in large part by the insurance industry.  If the cost of converting to 

waterborne products cannot be fully absorbed through increased prices to consumers, it will be 

even more difficult for automotive refinishing shops to comply with the new requirements of the 

rule.    

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

ARB estimates that the average cost to automotive refinishing facilities in California to comply 

with the requirements of the SCM will be about $3,400 per year.  If the entire cost of compliance 

were passed on to consumers, ARB estimates that the average price for a repair or refinish would 

increase by about $11.   
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The District has contracted a consulting firm to prepare a Socioeconomic Impact Assessment 

Report (SIA) that will study the social and economic impact for businesses in San Diego County 

due to SCM implementation through adoption of proposed Rule 67.20.1.  The analysis will 

recommend ways to minimize any significant adverse impacts to the local business community.  

 

 

7. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

How can a distributor sell non-compliant products for residential use, which is exempt in the 

rule, if the rule prohibits the sale of such products?  This will cause a distributor to lose revenue 

from the lack of sales of non-compliant products.   

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

In response to ARB comment (please see Comment No. 38), the proposed rule was revised to 

specify that coatings applied on personal vehicles at private residences are required to meet the 

VOC content limits in Table 1.  Thus, consistent with the requirements of the SCM, the 

prohibition of sale of non-compliant coatings for use in San Diego County will also apply to 

residential use.  Consumers may also be discouraged from using non-compliant coatings to paint 

their own cars since additional efforts will be required to obtain non-compliant materials outside 

of San Diego County and California.  Considering that the majority of cars manufactured in the 

U.S. are now painted with waterborne coatings, it is likely that such individuals will adapt to 

using the new products that comply with the rule.  

 

 

8. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Does the prohibition of sale apply to those coatings that will be used outside of San Diego 

County? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

No, the prohibition of sale of non-compliant products only applies to those coatings that are sold 

for use in San Diego County.   

 

 

9. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Why was the definition for “flop adjuster” added to the rule?  Flop adjuster is company-specific 

and is not a generic industry term.  The definition should be revised to “effect additive” for better 

clarity.  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The term “flop adjuster” was added for clarification since it is listed in the definition for “coating 

additive.”  The definition is not substantial to the rule and thus has been removed.  
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10. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Will the District consider revisions to the VOC content limits proposed in the rule? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

No.  For consistency throughout California, the District must implement the VOC content limits 

specified in the State SCM by incorporating them in Rule 67.20.1.      

 

 

11. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Is there a penalty assessment chart for violations of the rule?  What are the criteria for the 

assessment and are they available to the public? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 
The factors considered by the District when determining penalty amounts for violations of air 

pollution laws, District rules, or permit conditions are specified in State law (Health and Safety 

Code Section 42400 et seq.) and include the extent of harm caused by the violation, the nature 

and persistence of the violation, and the violation duration.  A summary of maximum penalties 

and other information regarding violations is available on the District's website at 

www.sdapcd.org/comply/violation/VSProg.html. 

 

 

12. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Does a site need to maintain the manufacturer’s technical information regarding the correlation 

between the handle air inlet pressure and air cap pressure for each brand and model high-volume 

low-pressure (HVLP) spray gun?  Is information stamped on the spray gun itself adequate to 

show compliance?   

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

If the correlation option is used to demonstrate compliance, then a site must maintain the 

manufacturer’s technical information regarding the correlation between the handle air inlet 

pressure and air cap pressure for each brand and model of spray gun used.  Information stamped 

on the spray gun would not be adequate by itself to demonstrate compliance due to the extent of 

information that is required. 

 

 

13. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Can equipment be purchased and used if the information mentioned above is not provided by the 

manufacturer? 

 

http://www.sdapcd.org/comply/violation/VSProg.html
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DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The rule does not prohibit the purchase of coating equipment for which supporting technical 

documentation is not available.  However, operation of such equipment in San Diego County 

would violate the rule because there would be no method to demonstrate that the equipment is 

compliant. 

 

 

14. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Are purchase and usage records, MSDS and data sheets required to be kept in the vehicle for 

mobile coating operations?   

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Yes.  These records are required to be maintained in the vehicle in order to demonstrate 

compliance with the rule. 

 

 

15. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Does the District provide a standard recordkeeping form to make it easier for facilities to track 

their coating usage?  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Yes.  Forms have been created by the District to assist regulated sources to comply with the 

recordkeeping requirements of Rule 67.20.1.  These forms can be accessed from the District 

website at http://www.sdapcd.org/comply/SBA/recordkpng.html.  Alternatively, businesses can 

contact the District Small Business Assistance Specialist at (858) 586-2656.  It also should be 

noted that paint distributors or suppliers quite often provide recordkeeping forms reflecting the 

necessary information for the paints they sell. 

 

 

16. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Is recordkeeping still required if a facility uses a cleanup solvent that has a VOC content that is 

less than 50 grams/liter, e.g., waterborne cleaners that have zero VOC content?   

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The use of cleaning materials with zero VOC content would not require recordkeeping, as 

specified in the rule.  However, the container label of the cleaning product, technical data sheet, 

or other supporting document should specify that the material does not contain any VOCs.  The 

recordkeeping is required for all other compliant cleaning materials with a VOC content of 25 

grams/liter or less as provided in Section (h) of the rule. 

 

http://www.sdapcd.org/comply/SBA/recordkpng.html
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17. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Is a gun washer required if the solvent is not atomized and released to the air during the cleaning 

process?  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

No.  The proposed rule allows the option of either 1) the application equipment or equipment 

parts are cleaned in a container which is open only when being accessed for adding, cleaning, or 

removing application equipment or when cleaning material is being added, or 2) a system is used 

that totally encloses the component parts during the cleaning process, such as a gun washer.  

 

 

18. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Does the rule require the use of both a gun washer and a cleanup solvent with a VOC content 

that is less than 50 grams/liter?  For example, the San Joaquin Valley air district does not require 

the use of a gun washer if the VOC content does not exceed 25 grams/liter. 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The present draft of the rule has the option of using either a container which is open only when 

being accessed, or a totally enclosed system, such as a gun washer.   

 

However, in response to ARB Comment No. 43, the proposed rule has been revised to reduce the 

VOC content limit for cleaning material to 25 grams/liter for consistency with the SCM.  Also, if 

a cleaning material with a VOC content of 25 grams/liter or less does not contain any exempt 

compounds, the revised rule does not require any additional equipment to reduce emissions.    

 

 

19. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Will it be required that an application to modify a permit to operate be submitted to the District if 

portable air dryers are installed in a spray booth to help with the drying process?  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

No.  An application for a permit modification will not be required for the installation of portable 

air dryers in a spray booth.  These devices are typically attached to a facility’s compressed air 

lines and used to provide additional air flow at localized areas of a vehicle’s coated surface.  

Such devices are not a source of VOC emissions, nor would their use affect a change in 

emissions.     
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20. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Will the use of certain coatings that contain small amounts of nickel require an assessment for 

health risk at a facility that uses such coatings? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE  
 

Based on State guidance on industry-wide generic risk assessments for automotive refinishing 

facilities, the District currently does not conduct a health risk assessment for such sources 

provided that certain work practices are maintained, such as coatings are applied in a spray 

booth, and no coatings are applied that contain hexavalent chromium, cadmium or lead.  In 

addition, automotive refinishing facilities are also subject to the federal requirements of the 

National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, Subpart HHHHHH.  This federal rule 

regulates the use of coatings that contain compounds of chromium, cadmium, lead, nickel or 

manganese and similarly requires specific work practices intended to minimize emissions of 

these hazardous air pollutants.   

 

However, in consideration of currently available waterborne coatings that comply with the 

proposed VOC content limits, and the composition of these products, especially their content of 

heavy metals and other toxic compounds, further evaluation by the District may be needed to 

determine if a generic health risk assessment would be warranted for a typical automotive 

refinishing facility. 

 

 

21. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Does "Zolatone 20 Multicolor" comply with the definition of "multi-color coating" or can it be 

classified as a "polychromatic" basecoat in which the appearance of paint's changes depending 

on how it's viewed? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Multi-color coating, also known as spatter paint or spatter finish, is defined in the rule as a 

coating that exhibits more than one color once dried.  A product such as Zolatone 20, which 

exhibits this property, is considered a multi-color coating. 

 

Polychromatic paint is considered a metallic coating whereby the metal or iridescent particles in 

the paint cause the visual effect of changing the appearance of the paint, depending on the angle 

at which the paint is viewed.  The rule defines “color coating” to include metallic/iridescent 

coatings. 

 

 

22. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

What coating category will apply to automotive body fillers? 
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DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Automotive body filler, also generally referred to as bondo, is categorized in the rule under “any 

other coating type.” 

 

 

23. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

What coating category will apply to graphic design applications? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Any coating that complies with the VOC content limits of the rule can be used.  Graphic design 

applications are only exempt from the requirement to use high transfer efficiency coating 

application equipment. 

 

 

24. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Some paint manufacturers currently do not list the VOC content on the container label. 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Other air districts in California have already adopted revisions to their automotive refinishing 

rules in order to implement the SCM requirements.  The majority of these rules require, 

beginning this year, that manufacturers list the VOC content on the container label.  Therefore, 

most paint manufacturers should either already comply with the labeling requirement of these 

rules, or work towards achieving compliance by late 2009.  By the time the proposed Rule 

67.20.1 takes effect, the requirement to identify the VOC content of paint on the container label 

will apply throughout California.  

 

 

25. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Are handheld aerosols used for surface preparation exempt from the rule?  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Handheld aerosols used for surface preparation are not exempt from the rule.  However, the rule 

has been revised to allow solvent usage for the removal of dust, wax, grease, tar, or bugs from a 

surface provided that the solvent is applied with a non-aerosol handheld spray bottle, the VOC 

content does not exceed 780 grams/liter, and no more than 20 gallons of the solvent are used per 

calendar year. 
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26. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

The language in Subsection (h)(1) suggests that recordkeeping is only required for any person 

subject to all the requirements of Subsections (d)(1) through (d)(5).  For clarification, Subsection 

(h)(1) should be revised to “Any person subject to any of the provisions of Subsections (d)(1) 

through (d)(5).” 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District agrees.  The rule has been revised as suggested. 

 

 

27. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Subsection (h)(1)(i)(C) seems grammatically incorrect.  Does it mean “actual and regulatory” 

VOC content of coatings? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The subsection has been revised for clarification. 

 

 

28. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Will operation of an HVLP spray gun in excess of 10 psig result in enforcement action by the 

District? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The rule defines HVLP as operating at an atomizing pressure between 0.1 and 10.0 psig.  Thus, 

operation outside of this pressure range would be a violation of the rule that is subject to District 

enforcement action.  

 

 

29. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

Some facilities apply only truck bed liner coatings that have zero VOC content.  Are such 

operations still subject to Rule 67.20.1? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

No.  Rule 67.20.1 defines a coating as a VOC containing material.  Thus, application of zero 

VOC content material would not be subject to the rule.  However, a facility shall still maintain 

records to demonstrate that all the materials applied at that facility do not contain VOCs. 

 

 



Workshop Report   
Rule 67.20.1   

 

 

 -11- 

30. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

The PPG Envirobase High Performance waterborne system has all the colors formulated for late 

model vehicles only as far back as 1999.  If a customer requests an original color that predates 

1999, a color match must be done in our shop or requested from PPG, which could take between 

one to two weeks to complete.  Two possible resolutions to this issue would be:  1) the District 

allows us the use of solvent based coatings only for vehicles requiring a color match prior to 

1999, and the use of waterborne coatings on all other vehicles if an OEM formula is available, or 

2) the District allows us to operate as a restoration shop so that our facility will be exempt from 

the VOC content limits and other provisions in the rule. 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The proposed rule reflects requirements of the statewide SCM.  The objective of this measure is 

to maximize the level of VOC emission reductions that may feasibly be attained through uniform 

use of lower VOC content automotive coatings in California, along with phasing out the 

manufacture and sale of non-compliant materials.  Thus, the District cannot allow an exemption 

for the use of non-compliant coatings as suggested in cases where a color match using compliant 

coatings is not immediately available because such an exemption would be inconsistent with the 

requirements and intent of the SCM and corresponding rules throughout California. 

 

In addition, the facility described above cannot be classified as a restoration shop and thereby be 

exempted from, among other requirements, the VOC content limits of the rule.  The operations 

conducted at the facility do not comply with the limits specified for a restoration process, such 

that the amount of coatings used does not exceed 25 gallons per calendar year, not more than 15 

vehicles are restored per calendar year, and no automotive refinishing operations other than 

vehicle restorations are conducted at the same facility.            

 

 

31. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Does the exemption from a permit to operate provided in District Rule 11 for coating operations 

that emit 150 pounds or less of VOCs per consecutive 12-month period also apply to mobile 

operations?  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Yes.  The intent of Rule 11 is to exempt from the requirement for a permit any coating or 

adhesive application operation at a portable or stationary source where VOC emissions are 150 

pounds or less in a consecutive 12-month period.  If a mobile operation moves from one 

stationary source to another and wishes to be exempt from the requirement for a permit, its total 

VOC emissions should not be more than 150 pounds per 12-month period irrespective of the 

number of sources at which it operated.   
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32. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Can there be an allowance in the rule for the use of non-compliant coatings specifically for 

touch-up applications only?  The coatings would be stored in a separate and distinct kit, 

comprised of a few 1-2 ounce bottles of paint toners along with application and removal 

materials. 

 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE  

 

Yes.  The rule has been revised to include an exemption for touch-up coatings from the rule.  In 

consideration that only minimal amounts of coatings are used for touch-up applications, and that 

touch-up applications are conducted with non-atomizing application methods, the District 

anticipates any difference in VOC emissions to be negligible.   

 

 

33. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Will the District require mobile operators to register their operations for a nominal fee, similar to 

what Bay Area AQMD Regulation 8, Rule 45, requires?  The benefits of a registration program 

for mobile coating operations would be to increase awareness by the industry of the rule 

requirements, better enable the District to regularly inspect such operations, and thereby improve 

the level of compliance for all mobile operations.      

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

At this time, the District does not plan to require registration of mobile automotive coating 

operations due to limited District resources to implement and enforce such a program.  However, 

all mobile automotive coating operations, whether or not operating under a District permit, are 

subject to Rule 67.20.1 and must comply with the requirements of the rule.  As provided by 

District Rule 11, coating operations that use 20 gallons or less, or emit 150 pounds or less of 

VOC emissions in a consecutive 12-month period are exempt from the permit requirement with 

the District.  See also response to Comment No. 3.   

 

 

34. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Does the rule allow for a transition period in which coatings manufactured after a certain date 

would be required to display the actual or “as supplied” VOC content on the container label? 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Upon the date of rule adoption, manufacturers must comply with the labeling requirements of the 

rule.  The District anticipates submitting proposed Rule 67.20.1 to the Air Pollution Control 

Board for adoption in early 2010.  This should be an adequate transition period considering that 

other air districts in California have already adopted new automotive refinishing rules that are, or 

soon will be, in effect and implement similar labeling requirements as those in Rule 67.20.1. 
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35. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Can a manufacturer provide the regulatory or “as applied” VOC content in a technical data sheet 

or product bulletin instead of displaying the content on the container label as the proposed rule 

requires? 

 

 DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Yes.  Subsection (g)(2) of the propose rule has been revised to allow that the regulatory VOC 

content of coatings be printed on either the container label or manufacturer data sheet. 

 

 

36. WRITTEN COMMENT 

 

Military facilities have separate and additional standards for coatings and solvents applied to 

military tactical support vehicles and equipment to ensure equipment compatibility and 

functionality in combat.  To make certain these combat-driven standards are met, products 

undergo an extensive evaluation process before they can be included on the Qualified Products 

List (QPL) for each military-specific operation.  Only those products that meet military 

specifications (mil-specs) and are included in the QPL are approved for use by the U.S. 

Department of Defense.   

 

For a number of military-specific operations, there currently are no mil-spec approved coatings 

and solvents that meet the proposed VOC standards in Rule 67.20.1.  Adoption of the proposed 

new rule will result in adverse impacts to those coating and cleaning operations on military 

installations within San Diego County that maintain military equipment in support of training 

and combat activities crucial to national security.  Therefore, it is requested that the VOC content 

limits for coatings and associated cleaning materials not apply to coating operations for U.S. 

military tactical vehicles and equipment. 

 

 DISTRICT RESPONSE 

  

The District agrees.  Rule 67.20.1 has been revised to exempt coating operations for military 

tactical support vehicles and equipment from the rule’s VOC content limits only.  However, this 

limited exemption will be allowed provided that the coatings and associated cleaning materials 

used at these operations comply with the VOC content standards of current Rule 67.20.  Coating 

operations for tactical support vehicles and equipment will remain subject to all other provisions 

of Rule 67.20.1. 

 

In addition, in accordance with the limited exemption described above, the provisions in Rule 

67.20.1 that prohibit the manufacture or sale, specification, and possession of non-compliant 

coatings have been revised to allow for the sale and use of coatings that don't comply with the 

standards of Rule 67.20.1 for military coating operations. 
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37. WORKSHOP COMMENT 

 

Why are coating operations conducted at a residence exempt from the rule?  These individuals 

should also be subject to the rule in order to maximize the amount of emissions that are reduced. 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Please see response to the following ARB Comment No. 38. 

 

 

38. ARB COMMENT 

 

Subsection (b)(1)(i) should be revised to require that individuals who apply coatings on their 

personal vehicles at their own residence use products that meet the VOC limits specified in 

Subsection (d)(1).   

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District agrees.  The rule has been revised as suggested.  

 

 

39. ARB COMMENT 

 

Subsections (a)(2) and (a)(3) should be moved to Section (b). 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District disagrees.  Section (b) – Exemptions, describes the processes that are exempt, either 

from all or only specific provisions of Rule 67.20.1.  While a process may be exempted from the 

rule per Section (b), the rule nevertheless still applies to that process in general.  Subsections 

(a)(2) and (a)(3) describe the  operations to which the rule does not apply.  Therefore, it is more 

appropriate to keep the language of Subsections (a)(2) and (a)(3) in Section (a) – Applicability. 

 

 

40. ARB COMMENT 

 

The exemption provided for motor vehicle restoration activities in Subsection (b)(3) should be 

removed from the rule.  Districts that have revised their rules for Motor Vehicle and Mobile 

Equipment Coating operations to reflect the SCM do not have this exemption.  Removing the 

exemption would provide consistency with other district rules, e.g., South Coast AQMD and San 

Joaquin Valley Unified APCD, and maximize the emission reduction benefits. 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District disagrees.  Subsection (b)(3) provides a limited exemption from certain provisions 

of the rule, namely the VOC content limits for coatings and surface preparation or cleaning 

materials, and coating application equipment requirements.  However, all other provisions of the 
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rule will still apply.  The exemption applies specifically for motor vehicle restoration facilities 

provided that no more than 25 gallons of noncompliant automotive coatings are used per 

calendar year, no more than 15 vehicles are restored per calendar year, and no other refinishing 

operations are conducted at the facility.  The exemption would be necessary to allow the use of 

non-compliant coatings during the restoration process of an antique or classic vehicle (to restore 

the vehicle to its original appearance) if a color match is not available using products with the 

lower VOC content.   

 

To date, there is only one permitted facility in San Diego County that conducts motor vehicle 

restoration work and to which the exemption in Subsection (b)(3) would apply.  Due to the 

lengthy restoration process (about one year or more per vehicle) and the few vehicles that are 

restored in a year, the VOC emissions from this one facility account for only about 0.2 tons per 

year, or 0.03% of the total annual emissions from all permitted automotive refinishing operations 

in the county.  Thus, the level of emission reduction benefit that may result by the removal of 

this exemption from the rule will be minimal.  

 

 

41. ARB COMMENT 

 

A definition for “assembly line” as provided in the SCM should be added to Section (c).   

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District agrees.  The rule has been revised as suggested. 

 

 

42. ARB COMMENT 

 

The definition for “automotive refinishing facility” in Subsection (c)(7) should be revised to 

“…where motor vehicle or mobile equipment coating operations take place.” 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District agrees.  The rule has been revised as suggested. 

 

 

43. ARB COMMENT 

 

The VOC content limit for cleaning material used for cleaning of coating application equipment 

or surface preparation should be reduced from 50 grams/liter to 25 grams/liter.  Other districts 

have successfully implemented a 25 grams/liter limit for cleaning materials used in these 

activities. 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District agrees.  The rule has been revised as suggested. 
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44. EPA COMMENT 

 

All of the test methods specified in the SCM should be added to Section (i). 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District added the most recent test methods necessary to ensure compliance with the 

proposed rule. 

 

 

45. EPA COMMENT 

 

Exemptions from the proposed rule for operations performed at a residence, and motor vehicle 

restoration processes should be removed. 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Please see responses to ARB Comment Nos. 38 and 40. 

 

 

46. EPA COMMENT 

 

The solvent limit in Subsections (d)(4)(i) and (d)(5) should be reduced from 50 grams/liter to 25 

grams/liter. 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

Please see response to ARB Comment No. 43. 

 

 

47. EPA COMMENT 

 

Subsection (g)(2) should include the following items to provide sufficient information for 

determining VOC content and to improve demonstration of compliance:  weight percentage of 

volatiles, water and exempt compounds; volume percentage of water and exempt compounds; 

and the density of material in grams per liter. 

 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District disagrees.  The additional information listed above is not necessary to demonstrate 

compliance with the rule provided that the mix ratio and the VOC content of coatings (actual and 

regulatory) are provided on the coating label or supporting data sheet.  
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48. EPA COMMENT 

 

The following should be added in Subsection (h)(1)(i):  application method, and specification of 

material as a coating or solvent. 

  

DISTRICT RESPONSE 

 

The District disagrees.  It is not necessary to require the specification of material as a coating or 

solvent because Subsection (h)(1)(i) already requires that the type and applicable coating 

category of each coating be listed.  In addition, listing of application method for each coating is 

not necessary because the majority of automotive refinishing facilities operating in San Diego 

County use HVLP spray guns. 

 

 

 

 

RR:NY:RC 

02/11/10 
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RULE 67.20.1 MOTOR VEHICLE AND MOBILE EQUIPMENT COATING 

OPERATIONS   (Adopted [date of adoption] & Effective [one year from 

date of adoption]) 

  
(a) APPLICABILITY 
 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in Section (b), this rule is applicable to: 
  

(i) All motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating operations including 
finishing or refinishing of motor vehicles, mobile equipment, non-motorized models, 
and their associated parts and components. 

 
(ii) All cleaning operations associated with motor vehicle and mobile 

equipment coating operations. 
 

(iii) Any person who supplies, sells, offers for sale, manufactures, or distributes 
any automotive coating or associated cleaning material for use within San Diego 
County. 

  
(2) This rule is not applicable to: 

 
(i)   Coating of motor vehicles, mobile equipment, non-motorized models, or 

their associated parts and components, as identified by the original equipment 
manufacturer’s (OEM) parts list, during original manufacture on an assembly line. 

 
(ii)    Coating of mobile homes.  Rule 67.0 shall apply to such operations. 

 
(iii) Coating of radiators or engine components. Rule 67.3 shall apply to such 

operations. 
 
(iv) Solvent cleaning, stripping or degreasing operations conducted in a tank, 

drum or other container, except for those pertaining to cleaning of coating application 
equipment.   Rules 67.6.1 or 67.6.2, as appropriate, shall apply to such operations.  

 
(v) Touch-up coatings 
 

(3) Rule 66 or Rule 67.3 shall not apply to motor vehicle and mobile equipment 
coating operations which are subject to or exempt from this rule.  
 
(b) EXEMPTIONS 
 
 (1) The provisions of this rule shall not apply to the following: 
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(i) Motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating operations performed by any 

individual at his/her residence for the purpose of finishing or refinishing that 

individual’s personal vehicles. 

 

(ii) Any person who supplies, sells, offers for sale, manufactures, or distributes 

any automotive coating or associated cleaning material exclusively for use outside the 

District or for shipment to other manufacturers for reformulation or repacking.  It shall 

be the responsibility of any person claiming this exemption to maintain records as 

specified in Section (g), and Subsections (h)(3) and (h)(4). 

 
(iii) Motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating operations conducted with 

non-refillable hand-held aerosol spray containers.   
 

(2) The provisions of Subsections (d)(3) through (d)(6), Section (e), Subsections 

(f)(1) and (f)(2), and Sections (h) through (j) shall not apply to motor vehicle and mobile 

equipment coating operations performed by any individual at his/her residence for the 

purpose of finishing or refinishing that individual’s personal vehicles. 

  
(2) The provisions of Subsection (d)(1) shall not apply to any automotive coating 

that is sold, supplied or offered for sale in containers with a capacity of 0.5 fluid ounces or 

less. 

(3) The provisions of Subsections (d)(1), (d)(2), (d)(4)(i) and (d)(5) shall not apply 

to coating operations, performed on site at installations owned or operated by the U.S. 

Department of Defense or the National Guard, on military tactical support vehicles and 

equipment provided that the coatings, surface preparation materials, and cleaning materials 

for application equipment comply with the VOC content limits specified in Rule 67.20. 

 
(34) The provisions of Subsections (d)(1), (d)(2), through (d)(34)(i) and (d)(5) shall 

not apply to motor vehicle coating operations that are a part of a motor vehicle restoration 

process provided that:  

 
(i) Not more than 25 gallons per calendar year of all noncompliant automotive 

coatings are used at the stationary source; and  
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(ii) Not more than 15 vehicles are restored per calendar year at the stationary 

source; and 
 
(iii) No other motor vehicle or mobile equipment finishing or refinishing 

operations occur at the same stationary source.; and 

 
(iv) The surface preparation materials and cleaning materials for application 

equipment comply with the VOC content limits specified in Rule 67.20. 

   
It shall be the responsibility of any person claiming this exemption to maintain 

monthly records of the number of vehicles restored, and the coating usage along with a copy 
of the records provided by the manufacturer or supplier as specified in Section (g).  These 
records shall be retained on site for at least three years and made readily available to the 
District upon request. 
 

(45) The provisions of Subsection (d)(3) shall not apply to: 
 
(i) The application of underbody coatings or truck bed liner coatings, graphic 

design applications, or  
 
(ii) Any coating use in the amount of one fluid ounce (29.6 milliliters) or less 

per application. 
 
(6) The provisions of Subsections (d)(4)(iii) and (d)(4)(iv) shall not apply to 

cleaning materials used for coating application equipment  provided that: 

 (i) The VOC content of cleaning material does not exceed 25 grams per liter 

(0.21 lbs/gal), and  

(ii) The cleaning material does not contain any exempt compounds. 
   
(7) The provisions of Subsection (d)(5) shall not apply to any cleaning material used 

for the removal of dust, wax, grease, tar, or bugs provided that: 

 (i) The VOC content of cleaning material does not exceed 780 grams per liter 

(6.5 lbs/gal), and 

 
(ii) The cleaning material is applied by non-aerosol, hand-held spray container, 

and 
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  (iii) Not more than 20 gallons per calendar year of such cleaning material are 

used at the stationary source. 

 
(c) DEFINITIONS 

 
For the purposes of this rule, the following definitions shall apply: 

 
 (1) “Adhesion Promoter” means a coating, which is labeled and formulated to be 
applied to uncoated plastic surfaces to facilitate bonding of subsequent coatings, and on 
which, a subsequent coating is applied. 
 
 (2) “Aircraft Ground Support Equipment” means any vehicle used to support 
aircraft activities at airports, including, but not limited to, engine stands, corrosion control 
stands, hydraulic test stands, maintenance stands, prop dollies, nitrogen and oxygen carts, 
gas turbines, crash dollies, air conditioning units, light stands, bomb racks, luggage carriers, 
auxiliary power units, and aircraft boarding ramps. 
 
 (3) “Assembly Line” means an arrangement of industrial equipment and workers in 

which the product passes from one specialized operation to another until complete, by either 

automatic or manual means. 

 
 (34) “Associated Cleaning Material” means any cleaning material that is used in 
conjunction with motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating operations, for either surface 
preparation, surface cleaning or application equipment cleaning. 
 
 (45) “Associated Parts and Components” means, devices, pieces, modules, 
sections, assemblies, subassemblies, or elements of motor vehicles or mobile equipment that 
are designed to be a part of motor vehicles or mobile equipment but which are not attached 
to motor vehicles or mobile equipment at the time of coating.  This definition does not 
include circuit boards. 
 
 (56) “Automotive Coating” means any coating or coating component used or 
recommended for use in motor vehicle or mobile equipment refinishing, service, 
maintenance, repair, restoration, or modification.  These activities do not include metal 
plating.  
 
 (67) “Automotive Coating Component” means any constituent of a coating, which 
is supplied for or used in an automotive coating, including, but not limited to, a reducer or 
thinner, toner, hardener, and coating additive, which is recommended by any person to 
distributors or end-users for use in an automotive coating operation. 
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 (78) “Automotive Refinishing Facility” means any shop, business, location, or 

parcel of land where motor vehicle andor mobile equipment coating operations take place.  

This does not include the OEM plant where the motor vehicles or mobile equipment are 

completely assembled.   

 
 (89) “Cleaning Material” means any VOC containing substance which is liquid at 
atmospheric pressure and ambient temperature and which is used as a cleaning agent, 
surface preparation agent, or for other similar purposes. 
 
 (910) “Cleaning Operations” means the removal of loosely held uncured adhesives, 
inks, coatings, or other contaminants, including, but not limited to, dirt, soil, or grease, from 
motor vehicles, mobile equipment, associated parts and components, products, tools, 
machinery, equipment, or general work areas. 
 
 (1011) “Clear Coating” means any coating that contains no pigments and is labeled and 
formulated for application over a color coating or another clear coating. 
 
 (1112) “Coating” means a VOC containing material which can be applied to a surface 
and which forms a film in order to beautify, preserve, repair and/or protect the surface.  This 
includes, but is not limited to, any primer, paint, varnish, stain, lacquer, enamel, shellac, 
sealer or maskant, but excludes adhesive. 
 
 (1213) “Coating Additive” means a VOC containing material that is mixed with a 
coating to modify the coating properties.  Coating additives include, but are not limited to, 
catalysts, retarders, accelerators, activators, plasticizers, flex agents, elastomeric additives, 
fisheye preventers, flop adjusters, texture additives, and flattening agents. 
 
 (1314) “Color Coating” means any pigmented coating, excluding adhesion promoters, 
primers, and multi-color coatings, that requires a subsequent clear coating and which is 
applied over a primer, adhesion promoter, or another color coating.  Color coatings include 
metallic/iridescent coatings. 
 
 (1415)  “Dip Coat Application” means a coating application method accomplished by 
dipping an object into a coating. 
 
 (1516) “Electrostatic Spray Application” means the application of charged atomized 
coating droplets which are deposited by electrostatic attraction. 
 
 (1617) “Exempt Compound” means the same as defined in Rule 2. 
  
 (1718) “Existing Motor Vehicle and Mobile Equipment Coating Operation” means 
any such coating operation that is not a new motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating 
operation.  
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 (1819) “Finishing” means the original coating of motor vehicles, mobile equipment, 
non-motorized models, or their associated parts and components, excluding coating 
performed at an OEM plant. 
  
 (19) “Flop Adjuster” means an additive in a metallic coating composition that 

disrupts the orientation of metallic flakes.  Some typical flop adjusters are glass beads, silica 

or titanium dioxide. 

 
 (20) “Flow Coat” means a coating application method accomplished by flowing a 
stream of coating over an object. 
 
 (21) “Graphic Design Application” means the application of logos, letters, 
numbers, or graphics to a painted surface by brush, roller, or airbrush. 
 
 (22) “Hand Application Method” means a coating application method accom-
plished by applying a coating by manually held, non-mechanically operated equipment.  
Such equipment includes but is not limited to paint brushes, hand rollers, rags, and sponges. 
 
 (23) “High-Volume Low-Pressure (HVLP) Spray” means a coating application 
method using a spray applicator and pressurized air which is designed to be operated and 
which is operated at an atomizing pressure between 0.1 and 10.0 psig, measured 
dynamically at the center of the applicator’s air cap and at the applicator’s air horns. 
 
 (24) “Metallic/Iridescent Coating” means any topcoat which contains more than 5 
grams per liter (0.042 lb/gal) of metal or iridescent particles, as applied, where such 
particles are visible in the dried film. 
 
 (25) “Military Tactical Support Vehicle and Equipment” means any vehicle and 

equipment, that meets military specifications, owned by the U.S. Department of Defense,  

the National Guard, and/or the U.S. military services or its allies, and is used in combat, 

combat support, combat service support, tactical or relief operations, or training for such 

operations. 

 
 (2526) “Mobile Equipment” means any device, which may be drawn and/or driven on 
a roadway or rails, including, but not limited to, truck bodies, truck trailers, utility bodies, 
camper shells, locomotives, railcars, trolleys, military vehicles, aircraft ground support 
equipment, mobile cranes, bulldozers, street cleaners, and implements of husbandry. 

 
 (2627) "Mobile Home" means a structure that is transportable in one or more sections, 
is eight body feet or more in width, or 40 body feet or more in length, in the traveling mode, 
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or, when erected onsite, is 320 or more square feet, is built on a permanent chassis and 
designed to be used as a single-family dwelling with or without a foundation system when 
connected to the required utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and 
electrical systems contained therein.  Mobile homes do not include recreational vehicles or 
buses. 

   
  (2728) “Motor Vehicle” means a vehicle which is self-propelled including, but not 

limited to cars, trucks, buses, golf carts, vans, motorcycles, tanks, and armored personnel 
carriers and excluding self-propelled wheelchairs, invalid tricycles or quadricycles. 
  
 (2829) “Motor Vehicle and Mobile Equipment Coating Operation” means the 
finishing or refinishing of motor vehicles or mobile equipment, including non-motorized 
models, and associated parts and components. 
 
 (2930) “Motor Vehicle Restoration” means a process that includes, but is not limited 
to, disassembling a whole vehicle or a part of the vehicle, repairing or replacing damaged 
metal, mechanical, electrical components and inside cabin fixtures, and then reassembling 
the whole vehicle and applying automotive coatings to restore the vehicle to its original 
appearance at the time it was delivered from the OEM plant. 
 
 (3031) “Multi-Color Coating” means any coating that is applied over a primer or 
adhesion promoter and which exhibits more than one color in the dried film after a single 
application and is packaged in a single container.  
 
 (3132) “New Motor Vehicle and Mobile Equipment Coating Operation” means any 
such coating operation for which a complete application for an Authority to Construct in 
San Diego County was submitted after [date of adoption]. 
 
 (3233) “Non-motorized Model” means a non-motorized vehicle designed to represent 
a new concept of future motor vehicles for display purposes.   
 
 (3334) “Person” means the same as defined in Rule 2. 
 
 (3435) “Pretreatment Coating” means any coating which contains a minimum of 0.5 
percent acid by weight and not more than 16 percent solids by weight necessary to provide 
surface etching, and is labeled and formulated for application directly to bare metal surfaces 
to provide corrosion resistance and adhesion.   
 
 (3536) “Primer” means any pigmented or non-pigmented coating, which is labeled and 
formulated for application to a substrate to provide a bond between the substrate and 
subsequent coats, corrosion resistance, a smooth substrate surface, or resistance to 
penetration of subsequent coats, and on which a subsequent coating is applied. 
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 (3637) “Primer Sealer” means any coating which is labeled and formulated to be used 
prior to application of a color coating for the purpose of color uniformity, or to promote the 
ability of the underlying coating to resist penetration by the color coating. 
 
 (3738) “Refinishing” means any coating of motor vehicles or mobile equipment, 
including partial body collision repairs, for the purpose of protection or beautification and 
which is subsequent to the original coating applied at an OEM plant.  
 
 (3839) “Roll Coat” means a coating application method accomplished by rolling a 
coating onto a flat surface using a roll applicator. 
 
 (3940) “Single-Stage Coating” means any pigmented coating, excluding primers and 
multi-color coatings, labeled and formulated for application without a subsequent clear coat.  
Single-stage coatings include single-stage metallic/iridescent coatings. 
 
 (4041) “Spot Repair” means repair of an area on a motor vehicle, piece of mobile 
equipment, or associated parts or components of less than 1 square foot (929 square 
centimeters). 

 
  (4142) “Stationary Source” means the same as defined in Rule 2. 
 
 (4243) “Surface Preparation” means the removal of contaminants such as dust, soil, 
oil grease, etc, prior to application of automotive coatings or prior to any other steps 
involved in motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating operations. 
 
 (4344) “Temporary Protective Coating” means any coating which is labeled and 
formulated for the purpose of temporarily protecting areas from overspray or mechanical 
damage. 
  
 (45) "Touch-up Coating" means a coating applied by brush, by handheld, non-

refillable aerosol containers, or any non-atomizing application method that is used to cover 

minor imperfections. 

 
 (4446) “Transfer Efficiency” means the ratio of the weight or volume of coating solids 
adhering to the part being coated to the weight or volume of coating solids applied in the 
application process, expressed as a percentage. 
  
 (4547) “Truck Bed Liner Coating” means any coating, labeled and formulated for 
application to a truck bed to protect it from surface abrasion.  It does not include clear, 
color, multi-color and single-stage coatings. 
 
 (4648) “Underbody Coating” means any coating labeled and formulated for 
application to wheel wells, the inside of door panels or fenders, the underside of a trunk or 
hood, or the underside of the motor vehicle. 
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 (4749) “Uniform Finish Coating or Blender” means any coating labeled and 
formulated for application to the area around a spot repair for the purpose of blending a 
repaired area’s color or clear coat to match the appearance of an adjacent area’s existing 
coating. 
 
  (4850) “Volatile Organic Compound (VOC)” means the same as defined in Rule 2. 
 
 (4951) “VOC Content of Coatings, Actual” means the same as “VOC Content per 
Volume of Material” defined in Rule 2. 
 
 (5052) “VOC Content of Coatings, Regulatory” means the same as “VOC Content 
per Volume of Coating, Less Water and Less Exempt Compounds” defined in Rule 2. 
 
 (5153) “VOC Content per Volume of Coating, Less Water and Less Exempt 
Compounds” means the same as defined in Rule 2.  
 
 (5254) “VOC Content per Volume of Material” means the same as defined in Rule 2. 
  
(d) STANDARDS 

 
 (1) VOC Content Limits:   
 

A person shall not conduct any motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating operation  
by using any coating with a VOC content in excess of the following limits: 

 
Coating Category VOC content limit per volume of 

coating as applied, less water and less 
exempt compounds  

(VOC content of coatings, regulatory) 
 gram/liter (lb/gal) 
Adhesion Promoter 540 4.5 
Clear Coating 250 2.1 
Color Coating 420 3.5 
Multi-Color Coating 680 5.7 
Pretreatment Coating 660 5.5 
Primer 250 2.1 
Primer Sealer 250 2.1 
Single-Stage Coating 340 2.8 
Temporary Protective Coating 60 0.5 
Truck Bed Liner Coating 310 2.6 
Underbody Coating 430 3.6 
Uniform Finish Coating or 
Blender 

540 4.5 

Any other coating type 250 2.1 
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 (2) Most Restrictive VOC Content Limit 

 
If anywhere on the automotive coating container, or any label or sticker affixed to the 

container, or in any sales, advertising, or technical literature, any representation is made that 
indicates that the coating meets the definition of or is recommended for use for more than 
one of the coating categories listed in Subsection (d)(1), then the lowest VOC content limit 
shall apply.  

   
 (3)   Coating Application Equipment 

 
A person shall conduct motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating operations by 

using only the following coating application methods: 
 
 (i) Electrostatic spray application, or 

 
 (ii) Flow coat application, or 
 
 (iii) Dip coat application, or 
 
 (iv) Roll coat, or 
 
 (v) Hand application methods, or 

 
 (vi) High-volume low-pressure (HVLP) spray.  Facilities using an HVLP spray 
gun shall have available on site pressure gauges in proper operating condition to 
measure the air cap pressure or have available manufacturer’s technical information 
regarding the correlation between the handle air inlet pressure and the air cap pressure.  
If the correlation option is used to demonstrate compliance, a handle air inlet pressure 
gauge will be required on site in proper operating condition to measure the handle air 
inlet pressure, or 

 
(vii) Other coating application methods that are demonstrated to have transfer 

efficiency at least equal to one of the above application methods, and which are used 
in such a manner that the operating parameters under which they were demonstrated to 
achieve such transfer efficiency are permanent features of the method.  Such coating 
application methods shall be approved in writing by the Air Pollution Control Officer 
prior to use. 
 
(4)   Cleaning of Coating Application Equipment 
 
A person shall not clean coating application equipment used in motor vehicle and 

mobile equipment coating operations unless:  
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 (i) The VOC content of cleaning material contains does not exceed 5025 

grams or less of VOC per liter of material (0.420.21 lbs/gal), as applied; and 

 
 (ii) The cleaning material is flushed or rinsed through the application 
equipment, including paint lines, without exposure to air, into a container which has in 
place a lid that completely covers the container and has no visible holes, breaks or 
openings; and either 
 
 (iii) The application equipment or equipment parts are cleaned in a container 
which is open only when being accessed for adding, cleaning, or removing application 
equipment or when cleaning material is being added, provided the cleaned equipment 
or equipment parts are drained to the container until dripping ceases; or 
 
 (iv) A system is used that totally encloses the component parts being cleaned 
during the washing, rinsing, and draining process. 
 
(5) Surface Preparation and Other Cleaning Operations 
 
A person shall not use any material for surface preparation or any other surface 

cleaning unless its VOC content is 5025 grams or less per liter of material (0.420.21 lb/gal), 

as applied.  

 
(6) Waste Disposal 
 
A person shall not use coating application equipment or any other means to dispose of 

waste coatings, coating components, surface preparation materials, or cleaning materials by 
spraying into the air, except when momentarily purging coating material from a spray 
applicator cap immediately before or after applying the coating material. 
 
(e) CONTROL EQUIPMENT 
 

(1) In lieu of complying with the provisions of Subsection (d)(1) through (d)(5) a 
person may elect to use an air pollution control system which: 

 
 (i) Has been installed in accordance with an Authority to Construct; and 
  
 (ii) Includes an emission collection system which captures emissions generated 
from coating, surface preparation, and/or application equipment cleaning and 
transports the captured emissions to an air pollution control device; and 
 
 (iii) Has an overall control efficiency of at least 85% by weight. 

 



Regulation IV -12- Rule 67.20.1 

(2) A person electing to use an air pollution control system pursuant to Subsection 
(e)(1) shall submit an Operation and Maintenance Plan for the air pollution control device 
and emission collection system to the Air Pollution Control Officer for approval and receive 
such approval prior to operation of the air pollution control system.  Thereafter, the plan can 
be modified, with Air Pollution Control Officer approval, as necessary to ensure com-
pliance.  The Operation and Maintenance Plan shall: 

 
 (i) Identify all key system operating parameters.  Key system operating 
parameters are those necessary to ensure compliance with Subsection (e)(1)(iii) such 
as temperatures, pressures, or flow rates; and 
 
 (ii) Include proposed inspection schedules, anticipated ongoing maintenance, 
and proposed recordkeeping practices regarding the key system operating parameters. 

 
(3) Upon approval of the Operation and Maintenance Plan by the Air Pollution 

Control Officer, the person shall comply with the provisions of the approved plan thereafter. 
 

(f) PROHIBITIONS 
   

(1) Prohibition of Manufacture or Sale  
 
A person shall not manufacture, blend, repackage for sale, supply, sell, offer for sale, 

or distribute for use within the District any automotive coating or associated cleaning 

material with a VOC content in excess of the limits specified in Subsections (d)(1), (d)(4) 

and (d)(5), except as provided in Subsections (b)(1)(i), (b)(23), (b)(34), (b)(7) or for use 

with control equipment specified in Section (e). 

  
 (2) Prohibition of Specification 

 
A person shall not solicit or require the use, or specify the application, of any 

automotive coating or associated cleaning material, if such use or application results in a 

violation of any provisions of this rule, except as provided in Subsections (b)(3), (b)(4), 

(b)(7) or for use with control equipment specified in Section (e).  This prohibition is 

applicable to any written or oral contract, including, but not limited to, job orders, under the 

terms of which any coating or cleaning material subject to this rule is to be used or applied 

within San Diego County. 

 
(3) Prohibition of Possession 
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A person shall not possess at any automotive refinishing facility any automotive 

coating or associated cleaning material with a VOC content in excess of the limits specified 

in Subsections (d)(1),(d)(4) and (d)(5), except as provided in Subsections (b)(1)(i), (b)(23), 

(b)(34), (b)(7) or for use with control equipment specified in Section (e). 

 
(g) MANUFACTURER AND SUPPLIER INFORMATION 
 
Any person, who manufactures, sells, offers for sale, or supplies any coating, coating 

component, or associated cleaning material for use in motor vehicle and mobile equipment 

coating operations in or outside of San Diego County shall provide the following information to 

customers: 

 
(1) The manufacturer’s name and identification of each coating or coating 

component, components mix ratio, surface preparation and cleaning material; and   
 
(2) The applicable coating category(ies) as specified in Subsection (d)(1)                                                                                                                                

and the VOC content of coatings, actual and VOC content of coatings, regulatory of 

coatings, as supplied, expressed in grams per liter or pounds per gallon and printed on a 

coating container label and/or manufacturer data sheet for each automotive coating, and 

automotive coating component. 

 
(3) The VOC content of each cleaning material as supplied, expressed in grams per 

liter or pounds per gallon, and printed on the cleaning material’s container label. 
 
(h) RECORDKEEPING 

 
Any person subject to the provisions of this rule shall maintain records, as applicable, in 

accordance with the following: 
 
(1) Automotive Coating and Cleaning Materials  
 
Except as otherwise provided in Subsection (b)(2), Aany person subject to any of the 

provisions of Subsections (d)(1) through (d)(5) shall: 

 
 (i) Maintain a current list of coatings, coating components, and cleaning 
materials in use.  This list shall provide all the data necessary to evaluate compliance, 
including, but not limited to: 
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(A) Material name, manufacturer and manufacturer identification. 
 
(B) Type and applicable coating category specified in Subsection (d)(1) 

of each coating used and the specific mix ratio. 
 
(C) VOC content of coatings, actual and VOC content of coatings, 

regulatory of coatings, as applied, and VOC content of cleaning material, as 

used. 

 
 (ii) Maintain monthly purchase records of coatings and cleaning materials 
identifying the coating category specified in Subsection (d)(1), name and volume of 
material purchased. 
 
 (iii) Maintain monthly or daily records showing the manufacturer, manufacturer 
identification, and amount of each coating, coating components, and cleaning material 
used.  For coatings used, the records must also contain the applicable coating 
category(ies) as specified in Subsection (d)(1). 
 
 (iv) Maintain current manufacturer specification sheets, material safety data 

sheets, product data sheets, or technical bulletins, which list the VOC content of 

coatings, actual and VOC content of coatings, regulatory, of coatings and the VOC 

content of automotive coating components, and VOC content of each cleaning 

material.   

 
(2) Control Equipment 
 
Any person using control equipment pursuant to Section (e) of this rule shall: 
 
 (i) Maintain records in accordance with Subsection (h)(1); and 
 
 (ii) For all coating, cleaning, and/or surface preparation materials not in 
compliance with Subsections (d)(1), (d)(4) and (d)(5), maintain daily records of the 
amount of each coating or each coating component, surface preparation and cleaning 
material used; and 
 
 (iii) Maintain daily records of key system operating parameters as approved in 
the Operation and Maintenance Plan.  Such records shall be sufficient to document 
continuous compliance with Subsection (e)(1)(iii) during periods of emission 
producing activities. 

 
(3) Manufacturer and Supplier Records 
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Any person subject to the provisions of Sections (f) or (g) of this rule shall maintain 

records of all automotive coatings, coating components, and associated cleaning materials 

sold for use in, or delivery to, San Diego County, or sold for use or delivery outside of San 

Diego County.  For each material sold, these records shall show the name and business 

address of the purchaser, the material manufacturer and manufacturer identification, and the 

type and amount of material sold. 

 
(4) All records specified in this Section (h) shall be retained on site for at least three 

years and made readily available to the District upon request.   
 
(i) TEST METHODS 

 
When more than one test method or set of test methods are specified in this Section, a 

violation of any requirement of this rule established by any one of the specified test methods or 

set of test methods shall constitute a violation of the rule.  

  
(1) Measurements of the VOC content of coatings subject to Subsection (d)(1) shall 

be conducted in accordance with EPA Test Method 24 (40 CFR 60, Appendix A) 
“Determination of Volatile Matter Content, Water Content, Density, Volume Solids, and 
Weight Solids of Surface Coatings”.   

 
 (2) Measurements of the content of metal or iridescent particles in 

metallic/iridescent coating as defined in Subsection (c)(24) shall be conducted in 
accordance with the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s (SCAQMD) Test 
Method 318-95 “Determination of Weight Percent of Elemental Metal in Coatings by X-ray 
Diffraction”.  

 
(3) Measurements of acid content of pretreatment coating as defined in Subsection 

(c)(3435) shall be conducted in accordance with the most current version of ASTM 

Standard Test Method D 1613-06, or its current version, “Acidity in Volatile Solvents and 

Intermediates Used in Paint, Varnish, Lacquer and Related Products”. 

 
(4)   Measurements of the VOC content of surface preparation and cleaning 

materials subject to the requirements of Subsections (d)(4) and (d)(5) shall be conducted by 
the SCAQMD Methods 313 (Determination of Volatile Organic Compounds by Gas 
Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry) or 308 (Quantitation of Compounds by Gas 
Chromatography). 
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(5) Measurements of transfer efficiency pursuant to Subsection (d)(3)(vii) shall be 

conducted in accordance with the SCAQMD’s “Spray Equipment Transfer Efficiency Test 

Procedure for Equipment User,”. as it exists on (date of adoption).  The equivalency of 

coating application equipment pursuant to Subsection (d)(3)(vii) shall be determined by the 

SCAQMD “Guidelines for Demonstrating Equivalency with District Approved Transfer 

Efficient Spray Guns” as they exist on  (date of adoption).  

 
(6) The overall control efficiency pursuant to Subsection (e)(1)(iii) shall be deter-

mined by multiplying the capture efficiency of the emission collection system by the control 
efficiency of the air pollution control device.  The control efficiency of the air pollution 
control device shall be determined using EPA Methods 25A, and/or 18, (40 CFR 60, 
Appendix A) and in accordance with a protocol approved by the Air Pollution Control 
Officer.  Capture efficiency shall be determined according to EPA’s Test Method 204 and 
technical document, “Guidelines for Determining Capture Efficiency”, January 9, 1995.  
Subsequent to the initial compliance demonstration period, appropriate key system 
operating parameters as determined by the Air Pollution Control Officer may be used as 
indicators of the performance of the emission control system. 

 
(7)   The content of methyl acetate, acetone, and parachlorobenzotrifluoride shall be 

determined in accordance with the ASTM Test Method D6133-02 (2008) (Standard Test 

Method for Acetone, p-Chlorobenzotrifluoride, Methyl Acetate or t-Butyl Acetate Content 

of Solventborne and Waterborne Paints, Coatings, Resins, and Raw Materials by Direct 

Injection Into a Gas Chromatograph), or its most current version.  

 
(8)   Measurements of exempt compound content, other than determined in 

accordance with Subsection (i)(7), shall be conducted in accordance with SCAQMD Test 

Method 303-91 (Determination of Exempt Compounds). 

 
(9)   Other test methods which are determined to be equivalent or better than the test 

methods specified in this rule and approved, in writing, by the Air Pollution Control Officer, 

California Air Resources Board, and EPA may be used in place of the test methods 

specified in this rule. 
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(j) COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE 
 

(1) All new motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating operations shall comply 
with the applicable requirements of this rule upon initial startup. 

 
(2) All existing motor vehicle and mobile equipment coating operations shall 

comply with the applicable requirements of this rule not later than [one year from date of 
adoption]. 

 
(3) Any person who is electing to use control equipment to comply with the 

requirements of Subsection (d)(1), (d)(4), or (d)(5) for existing operations shall meet the 
following increments of progress: 
 

 (i) By [3 months from date of adoption], submit to the Air Pollution Control 
Officer an application for Authority to Construct and Permit to Operate an air 
pollution control system meeting the requirements of Section (e). 
 
 (ii) By [6 months from date of adoption], issue purchase orders for the basic 
control device and other long delivery time components necessary to comply with 
Section (e). 
 
 (iii) By [one year from date of adoption], demonstrate compliance with Section 
(e). 


