
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

RULE 40 – PERMIT AND OTHER FEES 
 
 

WORKSHOP REPORT 
 
 
A notice for a workshop on the proposed amendments to Rule 40 was mailed to all permit 
holders in San Diego County.  Notices were also mailed to all Economic Development 
Corporations and Chambers of Commerce in San Diego County, the U.S Environmental 
Protection Agency, the California Air Resources Board, and other interested parties.   
 
The workshop was held on May 28, 2008, and was attended by thirteen people.   Workshop 
comments were received, and District responses are as follows: 
 
 
1. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
If permit-related fees account for 60% of the total District costs and 41% account for District 
revenue, are other state funds being used in order to facilitate the 19% fee gap from stationary 
sources? 
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
Yes.  Because revenues from permit fees do not recover all stationary source permit program 
costs, federal and state grants are also used to supplement the permit-related program costs. 
 
 
2. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
Does the District post the breakdown of actual fee distributions? 
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
Every year, the budgetary proposal package produces the actual revenues and expenditures from 
the previous years. The fiscal year covers July thru June.  The published budget is not broken 
down by specific divisions but funding sources are listed.  Budgetary information is available on 
the County’s website. 
 
The District’s annual report ending June 30, 2007, is being prepared and will include budget 
information relating to permitting. There is a delay in publishing the annual report due to non-
financial reports required by EPA that cannot be completed until after December. 
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3. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
Is there a report that reflects the actual breakdown from the annual budget posted, such as fines 
collected, how they are distributed or spent?  Where would this report be available for review? 
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
There is no report that reflects the details of the fines and penalties, and the District is not 
required to provide this type of report.  The District is required to report what is in the fund 
balances, what has been collected and spent from permit fees, and how funds are being utilized.  
This information can be requested from the District.  
 
 
4. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
How is rulemaking budgeted with the number of rules that are on the rulemaking calendar, and 
staffing?  Is it a stationary source cost?   
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
Rule Development is part of the budget process and staffing is reviewed on an annual basis.  The 
costs are considered part of the stationary source permit process, unless staff is working on 
mobile sources of emissions.  The latter task is funded by non-stationary source revenues. 
 
 
5. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
Does the District track billable hours, such as time- and material-based engineering fees, for each 
project? 
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
Yes.  Each billable hour is properly coded, to the tenth of an hour. 
 
 
6. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
What types of credit cards is the District accepting at this time? 
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
The District is now accepting American Express and Discover Card.  The District does not 
accept Visa and Master cards at this time due to certain restraints. 
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7. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
How is the 2007/2008 budget actuals looking at the moment? 
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
At this time, the District’s financial outlook appears acceptable.  However, the financial books 
have not closed.  The District will have a better idea after the fiscal year ends on June 30th. 
 
 
8. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
If permit fees are due between the time the budget is proposed and approved, are the proposed 
fees put on hold? 
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
Yes.  Until the proposed fees are approved by the Board on July 23, 2008, no invoices will be 
sent out for the month of July. 
 
 
9. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
Are there plans in the future to do the rulemaking earlier? 
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
Yes. That was the goal this year, but it was not met due to required timelines for 
notification/workshop. 
 
 
10. WORKSHOP COMMENT 
 
Will this rule go to the Advisory Committee before going to the Board?    
 

DISTRICT RESPONSE 
 
Yes.  Rule 40 is on the agenda for the next Advisory Committee meeting scheduled for June 11, 
2008. 
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