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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

DATE: December 17, 1997 

TO: Air Pollution Control Board 

Air Pollution Control Board 

Greg Cox District I 
Dianne Jacob District 2 
Pam Slater District 3 
Ron Roberts District 4 
Bill Horn District 5 

Air Pollution Control District

R. J. Sommerville Director 

SUBJECT: Adoption of Amendments to Rule 132 (Traffic Abatement Plan) and Rule 25 
(Appeals) 

SUMMARY: 

Rule 132 (Traffic Abatement Plan) was adopted in 1981 as required by federal law. It requires 
major employers to submit Emergency Traffic Abatement Plans specifying short-term, work
site trip reduction actions to help prevent air pollution concentrations from reaching dangerous 
levels. Plan implementation is required only upon a Stage 2 smog alert, when smog levels 
reach 35 parts of ozone per hundred million parts of air. San Diego has not experienced a 
Stage 2 smog alert since 1979, nearly 20 years ago, and air quality continues to improve 
steadily. Consequently, implementing the Traffic Abatement Plan has never been required. 
Furthermore, it is unlikely that a future Stage 2 alert will occur in San Diego County. 

Discussions were held with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) staff regarding the pos
sibility of rescinding Rule 132. EPA advised against this action because the rule is mandated 
by federal law. However, Traffic Abatement Plan updates, as required in the current rule, are 
not specified in federal law. Therefore, the District proposes eliminating the provision 
requiring employers to update their Traffic Abatement Plans every 18 months. Plans on file 
will remain in effect unless updates are requested by the District. This amendment will 
eliminate unnecessary paperwork and save facilities subject to the rule a $142 filing fee. 

Second, a minor amendment is proposed clarifying Rule 132 applicability to worksites with 
50 or more fleet vehicles. This responds to a request at the workshop to clarify that the fleet 
threshold applies to fleets at individual worksites, rather than regionwide fleet totals for an 
employer. 

Finally, an amendment is proposed eliminating references to former Rule 1301 (Trip 
Reduction Program for Employers with 100 or More Employees). Rule 1301 was adopted in 
1994 as required by federal law for Severe ozone nonattainment areas. It was rescinded upon 
San Diego County's reclassification from Severe to Serious; therefore this reference is no 
longer relevant. 

Rule 25 (Appeals) provides an appeals process for facilities and the public regarding District 
permit and emission reduction credit actions. It was amended when Rule 1301 (Employer Trip 
Reduction Program for Employers with 100 or More Employees) was adopted to establish a 
hearing board to hear appeals and grant variances for employers regarding Rule 1301 imple
mentation. This was necessary because the current Hearing Board hears matters regarding 
stationary sources only. Because Rule 1301 has been rescinded, this provision is no longer 
relevant. 
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