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COUNTY OF SAN DIE8D 

Air Pollution Control Officer 

R. J. Sommerville 

DA1E: May 15, 1996 

TO: Air Pollution Control Board 

SUBJECT: Adoption of New Rule 1210 (Toxic Air Contaminant Public Health Risks -
Public Notification And Risk Reduction) 

SUMMARY: 

The Air Toxics "Hot Spots" program requires the operator of a business to notify exposed 
individuals if a district determines there is a significant health risk associated with emissions 
from that business based on a health risk assessment. It requires facilities to reduce risks to 
below significant levels, generally within five years. 

Rule 1210 specifies criteria and procedures for public notification and risk mitigation. It 
establishes facility-wide public notification levels at 10 in one million or more for cancer risk, 
one or more for cancer burden and a total health hazard index of 1.0 or more (up to 5.0 with 
concurrence of the state Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment) for noncancer 
acute and chronic health risk. Facility-wide risk mitigation levels are established at 100 in _gne 
million or more for cancer risk, one or more for cancer burden and a total health hazard index 
of 1.0 or more (up to 5.0 with concurrence of the state Office of Environmental Health Hazard- .. 
Assessment) for noncancer acute and chronic health risk. 

Businesses that have reduced toxic air contaminants are allowed to use data from updated risk 
assessments if an analysis indicates their public notification or risk mitigation requirements 
would likely change as a result. 

There are issues. One environmental group and some public members believe Rule 1210 
should not allow risk notification and mitigation requirements to be based on updated risk 
assessments. They want these requirements based on risk assessments using 1989 emissions 
data. They also want the significant risk level for risk mitigation to be reduced from the 
proposed 100 in one million to 10 in one million. In addition, there may be one or more 
affected facilities that would like the option of notifying the public through the newspaper 
rather than directly by mail. 

Issue 

Should the Board adopt new Rule 1210 specifying public notification levels and risk mitigation 
levels, and public notification requirements and procedures? 
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