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REGARDING THE TITLE V PERMIT PROGRAM 

This advisory discusses a new nationwide operating permit program for stationary sources of air 
contaminants. This new federal program was enacted under Title V of the 1990 Clean Air Act 
Amendments and is detailed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) regulations 
adopted in Part 70 of the Code of Federal Regulations. As a result, the program is often referred 
to as either the Title V permit program, -Title V or the Part 70 permit program. 

The Clean Air Act requires that states or local air districts develop a program to issue federal 
operating permits to affected facilities. San Diego County Air Pollution Control District 
Regulation XIV (Title V Operating Permits) describes how the District will implement the Title V 
permit program. Regulation XIV was approved by EPA on February 5, 1996 and became 
effective on March 6, 1996. 

Currently, Title V permits are only required for major stationary sources of air pollution, but EPA 
could require smaller air pollution sources to obtain Title V permits in the future (post 1999). 
EPA considers a facility to be a major source if its potential emissions are above certain levels. 
Potential to emit is defined as the maximum capacity of a facility to emit a pollutant based on its 
physical and operational design. Facilities whose actual emissions are below major source levels 
can be affected by the Title V permit program if they have a theoretical potential to emit above 
major source levels. The implications for such facilities, and possible steps they can take to avoid 
Title V permit requirements, are discussed later in this advisory in the section entitled "Sources 
with Actual Emissions Below Major Source Thresholds" page 4. 

The District intends to merge the Title V permit program with its local air permit program in order 
to minimize duplication and conflicts. The District's local permit program will remain for both 
major sources and non-major sources, but will change for major sources in order to incorporate 
Title V program requirements. Authorities to Construct will still be required before constructing or 
installing new or modified emission units. Startup Authorizations and District Rule 24 provisions 
will still be used to allow temporary operation of new or modified equipment. Permits to Operate 
will still be issued for operation of emission units, and must still be renewed annually. 

SOURCES WITH ACTUAL EMISSIONS AT OR ABOVE MA,TOR SOURCE THRESHOLDS 

TITLE V APPLICABILITY 

At this time, the District intends to require Title V permits for those facilities which have actual 
emissions above major source thresholds as follows: 

Pollutant 
Oxides of nittogen (NOx) 
Volatile organic compounds (VOC) 
PM10 particulate matter 
Carbon monoxide (CO) 
Sulfur oxides (SOx) 
Any single hazardous air pollutant (HAP) 
Anycombination ofHAP's 
Any other regulated pollutant (e.g. CFC's, HCFC's, ammonia) 

Major Source Threshold 
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