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August 15, 2006 
 
 

COMPLIANCE ADVISORY 
 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE  
AIRBORNE TOXIC CONTROL MEASURE FOR 

PERCHLOROETHYLENE DRY CLEANING OPERATIONS –  
PHASING OUT OF PERCHLOROETHYLENE 

 
 
On May 25, 2006, at a public hearing, the California Air Resources Board (CARB), directed 
their staff to propose, for their Board’s consideration, amendments to the Airborne Toxic Control 
Measure (ATCM) for Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations to phase out 
perchloroethylene (Perc) from dry cleaning operations in California.  Any dry cleaner using 
Perc in San Diego County will be directly affected by changes to the regulation.  CARB will 
consider the cost impacts of phasing out Perc and evaluate ways to minimize these impacts 
through possible financial assistance.  CARB will also conduct public workshops, to take 
comments on the proposed changes, before presenting changes to their Board at a public hearing 
in January 2007.  Since this is a State regulation, San Diego County Air Pollution Control 
District can not make significant changes once the regulation is adopted next year.  The Air 
Pollution Control District is required to enforce this State regulation in San Diego County; 
therefore, any changes made will affect your business.  To be involved in the rule making 
process please contact Mei Fong, of CARB, at the contact information below.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this notice and wish to contact the San Diego County Air 
Pollution Control District, please contact Kevin Heiss at (858) 586-2656 or by e-mail at 
Kevin.Heiss@sdcounty.ca.gov or Cara Bandera at (858) 586-2751 or by e-mail at 
Cara.Bandera@sdcounty.ca.gov.   
 
Included with this advisory is the CARB Advisory Notice that further discusses this action and 
provides contact information for CARB.  Mei Fong of CARB can be contacted at (916) 324-
2570 or by e-mail at sfong@arb.ca.gov.  Additional information may be obtained from the 
CARB at website http://www.arb.ca.gov/toxics/dryclean/dryclean.htm. 
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June 2006 
 
 

Amendments to the Control Measure for 
Perchloroethylene Dry Cleaning Operations 

 
 
This advisory notifies the public and industry that the proposed rulemaking to amend the 
Airborne Toxic Control Measure for Perchloroethylene (Perc) Dry Cleaning Operations 
(Dry Cleaning ATCM) has been withdrawn.  A new rulemaking for Perc will be 
undertaken in January 2007 and will be based on the direction the Board gave at the 
public hearing on May 25, 2006. 
 
At this hearing, staff presented the proposed amendments to the Dry Cleaning ATCM.  
The Board heard testimony from many interested parties, including the affected 
industries, industry associations, environmental groups, local air pollution control 
districts, and other interested individuals.  Although some of the testimony was 
supportive of ARB staff’s proposal, others suggested that ARB phase out the use of 
Perc in dry cleaning operations all together. 
 
After hearing the public comments and considering staff’s proposal, the Board 
unanimously voted not to proceed with the proposed rulemaking and directed staff to 
return to them with a proposal for their consideration to phase out Perc from dry 
cleaning operations.  The Board also directed staff to consider the cost impacts of the 
proposal and evaluate ways to minimize these through possible financial assistance 
programs. 
 
ARB staff will be holding meetings with stakeholders in the near future on the new 
proposal to phase out Perc as well as a public workshop in September 2006.  The 
proposal will be presented to the Board in January 2007. 
 
For more information, contact Mei Fong at 916.324.2570 (e-mail: sfong@arb.ca.gov), 
Hafizur Chowdhury at 916.322.2275 (e-mail: hchowdhu@arb.ca.gov), Sonia Villalobos 
at 916.327.5983 (e-mail: svillalo@arb.ca.gov), or visit our website at 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/dryclean.   
 
 

 

Advisory Notice 




