
San Diego County Air Pollution Control District

June 20, 2023

Public Meeting
BAE Systems – San Diego Ship Repair 
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Background
Air Toxics “Hot Spots” Program 

“Hot Spots” 
Program

Identify Stationary 
Sources that can 
Create Elevated 

Health Risks

Public Notification

Risk Reduction

Goal Requirements
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Background
Air Toxics “Hot Spots” Program
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Health Risk 
Assessment

• As required by State law, BAE conducted a Health Risk Assessment based on 
emissions that occurred in 2017

Approval 

• State law requires the District and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (OEHHA) to review and approve Health Risk Assessments 
conducted by facilities subject to the Hot Spots Program 

Requirements

• Based on the approved Health Risk Assessment, BAE was required to conduct 
public notification and submit a risk reduction plan to the District



Elevated Health Risks 
BAE Systems’ 2017 Emissions

Health Risk HRA
Results

Risk 
Notification 
Thresholds

Risk 
Reduction 
Thresholds

Maximum Worker Cancer 
Risk

14.2
in one million

10
in one million

100
in one million (10 
in one million for 

2018 and later 
emissions)

Acute Health Hazard Index 2.44 1.0 1.0
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BAE 
Systems
• Ship repair facility

• 2204 E Belt St, San Diego

5



BAE Systems Equipment
Coating Operations

Welding

Abrasive Blasting

Diesel Engines
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Emission Contributions 
Worker Cancer Risk 14.2 in One Million

52%
29%

12%

3% 2% Hexavalent
Chromium (Welding)

Diesel Particulate
Matter (Diesel
Engines)
Cadmium (Welding
& Abrasive Blasting)

Ethyl Benzene
(Coatings &
Solvents)
Nickel (Welding &
Abrasive Blasting)
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Emission Contributions 
Worker Acute Health Hazard Index of 2.44

99%

1%

Nickel (Welding &
Abrasive Blasting)

Benzene (Diesel
Engines)
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BAE’s Risk Reduction Plan
May 2022

• Plan was submitted to the District

September 2022

• Revised Plan was submitted to the District, which proposes to:
Utilize an alternate method to replace some of the welding for pipe connections to reduce toxic 

emissions
Limit the daily use of some of the welding rods
Maintain specific recordkeeping

Current Status

• District proposed permit conditions that align with BAE’s proposal
• Proposed permit conditions are still being discussed between BAE and the District
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Next Steps
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District to take final action on Risk Reduction Plan and make it enforceable

BAE to implement the RRP

Annual notifications will continue until the plan is fully implemented 
and the risks are below the thresholds

BAE is required to submit another Heath Risk Assessment based on their 
2021 emissions by November 7, 2023



Stay Informed
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Sign up for District Updates
• https://bit.ly/SDAPCD-Updates

Visit District Hot Spots Page
• https://sdapcd.org/hotspots

https://bit.ly/SDAPCD-Updates
https://sdapcd.org/hotspots
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