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Monitor Type 

E EPA 

O Other 

SLAMS State & Local Monitoring Stations 

SPM Special Purpose Monitor 

CATAC California Toxics Monitoring 

  

Site Type  
HC Highest Concentration 

PE Population Exposure 

SO Source Oriented 

UPBD Upwind Background 

G/B General/Background 

RT Regional Transport 

WRI Welfare Related Impacts 

QA Quality Assurance 

RA40 Regional Administrator ς Vulnerable Populations 

  

Method (Sampling/Analysis) 

Auto GCFID Continuous 

CAPS Cavity Attenuated Phase Shift 

BS Broadband Spectroscopy 

CL Chemiluminescence 

CT Low Volume, size selective inlet, continuous 

FL Fluorescence 

HV High Volume 

IR Nondispersive Infrared 

SI High Volume, Size Selective Inlet 

SP Low Volume, Size Selective Inlet, Speciated 

SQ Low Volume, Size Selective Inlet, Sequential 

UV Ultraviolet Absorption 

Canister Evacuated Stainless Steel Canisters 

Cartridges Di-nitrophenylhydrazine Cartridges 

FSL Fused Silica Lined 

Filter Quartz Filters 

  

Monitor Designation 

PRI Primary 

QAC Collocated 
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Network Affiliation 

BG Border Grant 

CSN STN Trends Speciation 

CSN SU Supplemental Speciation 

NATTS  National Air Toxics Trends Stations 

NCORE National Core Multi-pollutants 

NR Near-road 

PAMS Photochemical Assessment Monitor 

  

Spatial Scale 

MI Micro 

MS Middle 

NS  Neighborhood 

US Urban 

  

Objective (Federal) 

NAAQS Suitable for NAAQS Comparison 

Research Research Support 

PI  Public Information 

N/A Not Applicable 

O Other 
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1 ).42/$5#4)/. ɀ 2%0/24 2%15)2%-%.43 

1.1 &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ #ÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ 

In 2007, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finalized amendments to the ambient air 
monitoring regulations. These amendments revised the following: 

¶ Technical requirements for certain types of sites, programs, and analyzers. 

¶  Added pollutants and programs.  

¶ Specified sampling frequencies.   

Monitoring agencies are required to submit annual monitoring network reports, conduct network 
assessments every five years, perform quality assurance activities, and, in certain instances, 
establish new monitoring programs.  The regulations from Title 40, Part 58, Section 10(a) of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR 58.10, (a)(1)) state that: 

The State, or where applicable local, agency shall adopt and submit to the Regional 

Administrator an annual monitoring network plan which shall provide for the 

establishment and maintenance of an air quality surveillance system . . . The plan shall 

include a statement of purposes for each monitor and evidence that siting and 

operation of each monitor meets the requirements of appendices A, C, D, and E of this 

part, where applicable. The annual monitoring network plan must be made available for 

public inspection for at least 30 days prior to submission to EPA. 

This document is prepared and submitted as part of these requirements.  It describes the network 
of ambient air quality monitors, samplers, and analyzers operated by San Diego County Air 
Pollution Control District (District) staff in fulfillment of EPA regulations governing network 
compliance that are updated every July 1. This Annual Network Report (ANR) serves to evaluate 
whether the current monitoring strategies meet the requirements of the District, to determine 
compliance with all current Federal, and State regulations as it pertains to the ambient Air Quality 
Network (AAQN).  It also serves to identify and report needs for additions, relocations, or 
terminations of monitoring sites or instrumentation to continue to meet federal requirements. 

The Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Network measures air pollutants on a regional level.  The 
District also has a Community Air Protection Program (CAPP) that is devoted to the monitoring of 
toxic air contaminants at a microscale and localized level.  The District has a separate network of air 
monitoring sites within communities to measure pollutants that are of interest to the community.  
Although the CAPP has a separate network of monitoring sites, there is some overlap with the 
!ƳōƛŜƴǘ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ !ƳōƛŜƴǘ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
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sites at Sherman Elementary School (SES) and at the Otay Mesa-Donovan State Prison (DVN) fall 
within the Portside Community and the International Border Community, respectively. 

In addition, as part of the AB-423 legislation, the District approved a separate Comprehensive 
Monitoring Plan in the fall of 2022. In the Comprehensive Monitoring Plan, the District discusses 
the decision process and tools that are used when determining placement of a new monitoring 
location (regional or community-based) and the pollutants to measure at that location.   

1.2 0ÕÒÐÏÓÅȟ 3ÃÏÐÅȟ ÁÎÄ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ !ÎÎÕÁÌ .ÅÔ×ÏÒË 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 

In San Diego County, there are several locations where the ambient air quality is routinely 
measured for air pollutants.  These sites are operated by the District.  The measured data provide 
the public with information on the status of the air quality and the progress being made to improve 
air quality.  The data can be used by health researchers, business interests, environmental groups, 
and others. 

This report describes the network of ambient air quality monitors within the San Diego Air Basin 
(SDAB) and meets the requirements for an Annual Network Report as listed in Title 40 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 58.10.  The 40 CFR 58.10 require that the report be submitted to 
the EPA, including any public comments, by July 1, of each year. 

As required by the CFR, this report includes equipment which have federal reference methods 
(FRM) or federal equivalent methods (FEM) designations.  While the CFR also requires reporting of 
approved regional methods (ARM), no ARMs are in operation in San Diego County.  Air monitoring 
samplers and analyzers are designated as FRM and FEM.  Only air pollution concentrations 
measured by FRM and FEM monitors and samplers are compared against the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS) for the criteria pollutants (listed in Section 1.4) set by the EPA so that 
EPA will determine the attainment status.  There are no Special Purpose Monitors (SPM) currently 
in the Network.  This report also includes information regarding non-regulatory and non-criteria 
pollutant monitoring. 

1.3 0ÕÂÌÉÃ #ÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 

Pursuant to Federal regulations, the draft report will be available for a minimum of 30 days for 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  bƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
(www.sdapcd.org).  Comments regarding this report and the District response(s) before submittal 
to EPA will be listed in the Chapter 2 Overview of the Air Quality Monitoring Network (Section 2.5).  
Any comments regarding this report and answered by the District after submittal to the EPA, will be 
forwarded to EPA Region 9 headquarters.   

Please submit any comments in writing using the following methods:  

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/dabar/OneDrive/Desktop/www.sdapcd.org
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David Medina, Ph.D. 

Senior Chemist, Ambient Air Quality Section 

E-mail 

David.medina@sdapcd.org 

Mail 

Dr. David Medina c/o San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, 

10124 Old Grove Road, San Diego, CA, 92131 

Note: The Ambient Air Quality Air Pollution Monitoring Network measures air pollutants on a 
regional level.  The District also has a Community Air Protection Program (CAPP) and the 
monitoring of toxic air contaminants at a microscale and localized level.   

1.3.1 $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÏÎÔÁÃÔ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 

1.3.1.1 -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ %ÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ 

For information regarding: 

¶ The contents of this report. 

¶ Air monitoring stations. 

¶ Field instruments. 

¶ Procedures of the field instruments. 

¶ General oversight of the air monitoring programs. 

Please contact the following staff member: 

 

 Ambient Air Quality Contact: 

David Medina, Ph.D. 

Senior Chemist, Ambient Air Quality Section 

David.medina@sdapcd.org  

(858) 586-2780 

1.3.1.2 &ÉÅÌÄ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

For information regarding: 

¶ Daily field operations regarding equipment at stations. 

mailto:David.medina@sdapcd.org
mailto:David.medina@sdapcd.org
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¶ Procedures of the station equipment. 

Please contact the following staff member: 

 

Electronic Technician Contact: 

Victor Padilla 

Supervisor of Technicians, Electronic 
Technicians Section 

Victor.padilla@sdapcd.org 

(858) 586-2785 

1.3.1.3 -ÅÔÅÏÒÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ -ÏÄÅÌÉÎÇ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 

For information regarding: 

¶ Ambient air quality data. 

¶ Meteorological data. 

¶ Episode modeling. 

¶ Air quality forecasting. 

¶ Smoke and management plans 

Please contact the following staff member: 

 

Meteorology Contact: 

Adam Canter 

Senior Meteorologist 

Adam.canter@sdapcd.org 

(858) 586-2771 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Victor.padilla@sdapcd.org
mailto:Adam.canter@sdapcd.org
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1.3.1.4 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ !ÓÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ 

For information regarding: 

¶ Data validation processes. 

¶ Quality assurance procedures. 

Please contact the following staff member: 

 

Quality Assurance Contact: 

Melin Lu 

Senior Chemist, QA Section 

Melin.lu@sdapcd.org 

(858) 860-4071 

 

1.3.2 !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÉÒ 0ÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ŀƳōƛŜƴǘ ŀƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
pollutant data summaries for the various monitors in the network, are available from a variety 
of sources.  This section lists several additional sources for related information. 

Similar information is available on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) websites, but the links to these locations change frequently.  Key 
words to search at their website are: Ambient Air Quality Monitoring, National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards, Fine Particle (PM2.5) Designations, The Plain English Guide to the Clean Air 
Act, About Air Toxics, Health and Ecological Effects, Air Trends, PAMS Information, Green House 
Gases, Stratospheric Ozone, as well as the names of the chapters of this document, etc. 

/!w.Ωǎ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όa[5ύ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 
all the existing monitoring sites that routinely monitor and submit air quality data in California.  
These web pages also include detailed local maps showing the location of the sites.  This 
information can be found at Air Quality Monitoring | California Air Resources Board  and 
Ambient Air Monitoring ς Regulatory | California Air Resources Board.  

/!w.Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
with the years for which the data are available for each monitor/sampler in California.  
Summaries of the official air quality data from sites around the State can be found at: iADAM 
Air Quality Data Statistics (ca.gov) (http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/welcome.html).  Pollution 
Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όhttp://www.sdapcd.org/).  Other helpful websites to 
visit are: http://airnow.gov/, and at: 
https://aqs.epa.gov/aqsweb/documents/data_mart_welcome.html. 

mailto:Melin.lu@sdapcd.org
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/topics/air-quality-monitoring
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ambient-air-monitoring-regulatory
https://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/
https://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/
http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/welcome.html
http://www.sdapcd.org/
http://airnow.gov/
https://aqs.epa.gov/aqsweb/documents/data_mart_welcome.html


San Diego County APCD  Introduction  Annual Network Report 2025 

10124 Old Grove Rd. San Diego, CA 92131 Page 24 of 230 

 

   

 

1.4 $ÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 

The EPA has set National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for six common air pollutants, 
which are called criteria pollutants.  These pollutants are known to cause health effects and harm 
the environment.  Table 1-1 lists the pollutants and the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) for each of the six criteria pollutants (NAAQS Table | US EPA). It is the role of the San 
Diego County APCD to measure for these criteria pollutants.  In addition, the EPA requires that the 
San Diego County APCD operates additional monitoring programs (see Table 1-2).  This document 
details the current monitoring network in the SDAB for the criteria pollutants, monitoring 
programs, and site information (See Table 1-3) that the District must report.  See tables below for 
additional information. 

 

 

 

 
  

https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants/naaqs-table
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Table 1-1: National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) - CFR Part 50 NAAQS Table | US EPA 

Pollutant 
Primary/ 
Secondary 

Averaging 
Time 

Level Form 

Carbon Monoxide (CO) primary 
8 hours 9 ppm Not to be exceeded more 

than once per year 
1 hour 35 ppm 

Lead (Pb) 
primary and 
secondary 

Rolling 3- 
month average 

0.15 µg/m3 Not to be exceeded  

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 

primary 1 hour 100 ppb 

98th percentile of 1-hour 
daily maximum 
concentrations, averaged 
over 3 years 

primary and 
secondary 

1 year 53 ppb Annual Mean 

Ozone (O3) 
primary and 
secondary 

8 hours 0.070 ppm 

Annual fourth-highest 
daily maximum 8-hour 
concentration, averaged 
over 3 years. 

 
 
Particulate 
Pollution 
(PM) 

PM2.5 

primary 1 year 9.0 µg/m3 

Annual mean, averaged 
over 3 years 

secondary 1 year 15.0 µg/m3 
Annual mean, averaged 
over 3 years 

primary and 
secondary 

24 hours  35 µg/m3 
98th percentile, averaged 
over 3 years 

PM10 
primary and 
secondary 

24 hours 150 µg/m3 
Not to be exceeded more 
than once per year on 
average over 3 years 

Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) 

primary 1 hour 75 ppb 

99th percentile of 1-hour 
daily maximum 
concentrations, averaged 
over 3 years 

secondary 1 year 10 ppb 
Annual mean averaged 
over 3 years 

 
  

https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants/naaqs-table
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Table 1-2: Monitoring Programs in the San Diego Regional Air Monitoring Network 

San Diego APCD Monitoring Programs 

Criteria Pollutant Monitoring 

National Core (NCore) 

Near-road 

Photochemical Assessment Monitoring Stations (PAMS) 

Chemical Speciation Network (CSN) 

Border 2025 

Special Purpose Monitoring (SPM) 

 

Table 1-3: Site Information Included in the Annual Network Report 

Site Information 

Site Location 

Site Type 

Site Objective 

Spatial Scale 

Sampling Schedule 

Equipment 

Sampling Method 

Monitoring Objective 

 

1.4.1 $ÅÓÉÇÎ 6ÁÌÕÅÓ 

The Design Value (DV) is a statistic that is used by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 
compare to the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) to help determine compliance.  
A Design Value is calculated using air monitoring data for each of the criteria pollutants at each 
monitoring location within the regional air monitoring network.  The Design Values are updated 
and computed annually by the EPA when the District submits the annual air monitoring data 
into the EPA data portal called the Air Quality System (AQS) (EPA website: Air Quality Design 
Values | US EPA.).  A description of the Design Values can be found in the Code of Federal 
Regulations, Title 40, Part 50. 

https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/air-quality-design-values#:~:text=A%20design%20value%20is%20a,in%2040%20CFR%20Part%2050%20.
https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/air-quality-design-values#:~:text=A%20design%20value%20is%20a,in%2040%20CFR%20Part%2050%20.
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2022-title40-vol2/pdf/CFR-2022-title40-vol2.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2022-title40-vol2/pdf/CFR-2022-title40-vol2.pdf


San Diego County APCD  Introduction  Annual Network Report 2025 

10124 Old Grove Rd. San Diego, CA 92131 Page 27 of 230 

 

   

 

1.4.2 .ÅÔ×ÏÒË $ÅÓÉÇÎ 4ÈÅÏÒÙ 

Ambient air monitoring networks (Network) are designed to fulfill several criteria.  A general 
summary of the criteria are found in the following sections. 

1.4.2.1 .ÅÔ×ÏÒË $ÅÓÉÇÎ /ÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ 

Network design objectives include the following: 

1. Provide data to the public in a timely manner. 

2. Support compliance with NAAQS and emissions strategy development. 

3. Support air pollution research studies. 

1.4.2.2 ,ÏÇÉÓÔÉÃÓ /ÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ 

Logistics objectives include the following: 

1. Minimal interference and perturbation of wind flow by obstacles. 

2. Proximity to headquarters. 

3. Availability of electrical power and communications. 

4. Cost of site lease, relocation, or new deployment, site improvements, e.g. fence, 
road, etc. 

5. Safety, security, and accessibility. 

6. Flat, level footprint for shelter, platforms, and concrete pad. 

7. Gravel or paved road access. 

1.4.2.3 /ÔÈÅÒ /ÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ 

Other objectives that do not fit in the above sections include the following: 

1. Funding. 

2. Staffing. 

3. Drive time from location to location (congestion patterns). 

4. Longevity of the site location. 

5. Development of the area surrounding the monitoring location. 

6. Proximity to other monitors. 

7. Homogeneity in space and with respect to speciation. 

8. Devoid of source influences (point sources, mobile sources, etc.). 
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1.5 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ !ÉÒ "ÁÓÉÎ $ÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ 

San Diego County lies in the southwest corner of California, has an area of 4,526 square miles, and 
encompasses the San Diego Air Basin (SDAB) and includes part of the Salton Sea Air Basin.  Most of 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜntrated in the western portion of the 
County in the SDAB, which extends to the mountains in the near east.  The topography in the SDAB, 
along with local meteorology, influences the pollutants in the basin.  San Diego County also shares 
an international border with Mexico.  The neighboring city of Tijuana forms a binational airshed 
with San Diego. The Air Pollution Control District has air monitoring stations set-up throughout the 
SDAB to monitor for these pollutants. 

1.5.1 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ 4ÏÐÏÇÒÁÐÈÙ 

The topography of San Diego County is highly diverse and comprises of coastal plains, lagoons, 
flatlands, mesas, broad valleys, canyons, foothills, mountains, and deserts.  Generally, building 
structures are on the flatlands, mesas, and valleys, while the canyons and foothills tend to be 
sparsely developed.  This segmentation is what has carved the region into a conglomeration of 
separate cities that led to low density housing and an automobile-centric environment.   

To the west of San Diego are the beaches and the Pacific Ocean, to the south is Tijuana, Mexico 
and the Baja California Peninsula, to the near east are the mountains, to the far east is the 
desert (the Salton Sea Air Basin), and to the north is the South Coast Air Basin (the greater Los 
Angeles-Riverside-San Bernardino area/Air Basin).   

1.5.2 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ #ÌÉÍÁÔÅ 

The climate is classified as Mediterranean, but it is diverse because of the topography.  The 
climate is dominated by the Pacific High-pressure system that results in mild, dry summers and 
mild, wet winters.  San Diego experiences over 150 days above 70°F and 8 inches to 12 inches 
of rainfall annually (mostly, November ς March).  El Niño and La Niña patterns have large 
effects on the annual rainfall received in San Diego.  

An El Niño is a warming of the surface waters of the eastern Pacific Ocean.  It is a climate 
pattern that occurs across the tropical Pacific Ocean that is associated with drastic weather 
occurrences, including enhanced rainfall in Southern California. La Niña is a term for cooler than 
normal sea surface temperatures across the Eastern Pacific Ocean.  San Diego receives less than 
normal rainfall during La Niña years.   

The Pacific High-pressure system drives the prevailing winds in the SDAB.  The winds tend to 
blow onshore in the daytime and offshore at night.  In the summer, an inversion layer is created 
over the coastal areas and increases the O3 levels.  In the winter, San Diego often experiences a 
shallow inversion layer which tends to increase carbon monoxide and PM2.5 concentration 
levels due to the increased use of residential wood burning. 

In the fall months, the SDAB is often impacted by Santa Ana winds.  These winds are the result 
of a high-pressure system over the Nevada-Utah region that overcomes the westerly wind 
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pattern and forces hot, dry winds from the east to the Pacific Ocean.  These winds are powerful 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎŜǎǎŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ōƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ōŀǎƛƴΩǎ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŀΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǿŜŀƪ {ŀƴǘŀ !ƴŀ Ŏŀƴ 
transport air pollution from the South Coast Air Basin and greatly increase the San Diego ozone 
concentrations.  A strong Santa Ana also primes the vegetation for firestorm conditions. 

1.5.3 0ÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ 

According to the official 2020 U.S. census, the population for San Diego County is 3.3 million.  
The County population has been increasing by a growth rate of 0.46% annually. 
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2 /6%26)%7 /& !)2 -/.)4/2).' .%47/2+ 

The District operated ten (10) monitoring sites in 2025 that collected criteria pollutant data (Figure 2-
1).  ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ 
coverage to the majority of the inhabited regions of the County (Table 2-1 & Table 2-2). 

Since the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District was established by the County Board of 
Supervisors in 1955, occasional air monitoring has been performed in remote portions of the County, 
including the mountain and desert areas.  Historical measurements have shown relatively low levels of 
air pollution in these areas.  Population and growth in these areas have remained low enough that 
routine air sampling has not been necessary.  Measurements have shown that harmful air 
contaminants are found in areas where population is dense, traffic patterns are heavy, and industrial 
sources are concentrated.  As pollutants are carried inland by prevailing winds, they are frequently 
trapped against the mountain slopes by a temperature inversion layer, generally occurring between 
1500 and 2500 feet above sea level.  Therefore, our air monitoring stations are found between the 
coast and the mountain foothills up to approximately 2000 feet.  The monitoring network needs to be 
large enough to cover the diverse range of topography, meteorology, emissions, and air quality in San 
Diego, while adequately representing the large population centers.  This monitoring network plays a 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƛǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘ Ŝxposures 
throughout the County.  

Ambient concentration data are collected for a wide variety of pollutants in the SDAB. The main 
(criteria) pollutants are the following:  

¶ Ozone (O3) 

¶ Fine particulate matter 2.5 micrometers and less in diameter (PM2.5) 

¶ Particulate matter 10 micrometers and less in diameter (PM10)  

¶ Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 

¶ Carbon monoxide (CO) 

¶ Sulfur dioxide (SO2) 

¶ Lead (Pb)   

The District also measures additional compounds, including reactive oxides of Nitrogen (NOy), and 
PAMS parameters [carbonyls, and Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)].    Monitoring for 
meteorological parameters is also conducted at most monitoring locations.  Data for all the pollutants 
are needed to better understand the nature of the ambient air quality in San Diego County, as well as 
to inform the public regarding the quality of the air they breathe.  Not all pollutants are monitored at 
all sites, but mosǘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǇƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎΦ  ! ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ 
purpose determine the actual pollutants measured at that site. 

A fundamental purpose of air monitoring to distinguish between areas where pollutant levels exceed 
the ambient air quality standards and areas where those standards are not exceeded.  Health-based 
ambient air quality standards are set at levels that preclude adverse impacts to human health (allowing 
for a margin of safety).  The District develops strategies and regulations to achieve the emission 
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reductions necessary to meet all health-based standards.  Data from the ambient monitoring network 
are then used to indicate the success of the regulations and control strategies in terms of the rate of 
progress towards attaining the standards or to demonstrate that standards have been attained and 
maintained.  Thus, there is an established feedback loop between the emission reduction programs 
and the ambient monitoring programs.  Over the years, Federal, State, and District regulatory/strategic 
measures have proven to be extremely successful at reducing levels of harmful air contaminants.  
Monitors once placed throughout the County to document the frequent and regular exceedance of 
ozone, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide, and particulate matter standards now document the 
continued downward concentration trends of these pollutants. 

This section will address comments from the public regarding inquiries to this report.  Questions that 
are emailed to the District will be included below with a response. The Draft version of the 2025 
Annual Network Report was posted ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ on May 29, 2026. It will be posted for 30 
days to allow for public comment.  The final version of the 2025 Annual Network Report will be 
submitted on June 30, 2026.  

2.1 /ÖÅÒÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÌÌÕÔÁÎÔ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ .ÅÔ×ÏÒË 

This section lists all the monitoring locations in the SDAB undertaken by the District for this report 
year. Table 2-1 ōŜƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Figure 2-1 shows where 
these monitoring locations are on a map of the County.   
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Table 2-1: List of Network Sites and Locations 

Station 
Name 

Station 
Abbreviation 

Address Latitude/ 
Longitude 

AQS ID 

Alpine-Padre Dam ALP 2300 W. Victoria Dr. 
32.842312° 

-116.768277° 
06-073-1006 

Camp Pendleton CMP 21441 W. B St. 
33.217020° 

-117.396179° 
06-073-1008 

Chula Vista CVA 84 E. J St. 
32.631243° 

-117.059086° 
06-073-0001 

Otay Mesa ς Donovan DVN 480 Alta Rd. 
32.578162° 

-116.921388° 
06-073-1014 

Escondido* ESC TBD ----- 06-073-1002 

Kearny Villa Rd. KVR 6125A Kearny Villa Rd. 
32.845713° 

-117.123979° 
06-073-1016 

Lexington Elementary 
School 

LES 533 S. First St. 
32.789569° 

-116.944308° 
06-073-1022 

McClellan-Palomar 
Airport 

CRQ 2192 Palomar Airport 
Rd. 

33.130898° 
-117.272392° 

06-073-1023 

Rancho Carmel Dr. 

(1st Near-road Site) 

RCD 11403 Rancho Carmel 
Dr. 

32.985428° 
-117.082213° 

06-073-1017 

San Ysidro 

(2nd Near-road Site) 

SAY 198 W. San Ysidro Blvd. 
32.552809° 

-117.047328° 
06-073-1025 

Sherman Elementary 
School 

SES 450B 24th St. 
32.710177° 

-117.142665° 
06-073-1026 

* Still in Development. District is seeking new monitoring site in Escondido. 

 



San Diego County APCD  Overview of Air Monitoring Network  Annual Network Report 2025 

10124 Old Grove Rd. San Diego, CA 92131 Page 34 of 230 

   

 

 

Figure 2-1: San Diego APCD Air Quality Monitoring Network 

Table 2-2 lists all the samplers, analyzers, and other instrumentation at these monitoring sites. 
Collocation of samplers to satisfy Federal QA requirements for PM2.5 FRM monitors, PM10, and TSP 
samplers (indicated by yellow highlights in Table 2-2). The District operates, calibrates and audits 
all instruments listed in Table 2-2Σ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /!w.Ωǎ ·ƻƴǘŜŎƘ фнпΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /Ƙǳƭŀ ±ƛǎǘŀ ŀƴŘ 9ƭ 
Cajon stations (operation only) and ATECs. Not all collected samples are analyzed by District 
personnel. Some samples are sent to the EPA or CARB laboratories for subsequent analysis. They 
are noted in Table 2-2 as EPA or CARB. 

The official PAMS season is from June to the end of August. VOCs are sampled and analyzed on the 
hourly basis (7/24). For PAMS Carbonyls there are three 8-hour samples collected every three days 
(1:3) with one collocated 8-hour sample collected every 6 days (1:6). Collocation samplers run with 
the sampling frequency of 1:6. Note that all sample times are set to Pacific Standard Time. For 
more information on the sampling frequencies described above and within Table 2-2, refer to 
Table 2-3. 
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Table 2-2: Air Monitoring Sites with Associated Monitors/Samplers & Sample Frequency 
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Table 2-3: Sampling Frequencies and Descriptions 

Sampling 
Frequency 

Description 

7/24 Sampler that operates continually with no media changes needed 

1:3 Sampler that requires a sample deposition media (filter, DNPH cartridge, or Summa 
canister); it runs every three (3) days for a duration of 24 hours.  The media are 
manually loaded, collected, and programmed in between sample days. 

1:6 Sampler that requires a sample deposition media (filter, DNPH cartridge, or Summa 
canister); it runs every six (6) days for a duration of 24 hours.  The media are 
manually loaded, collected, and programmed on a weekly basis. 

1:12 Sampler that requires a sample deposition media (filter, DNPH cartridge, or Summa 
canister); it runs every twelve (12) days for a duration of 24 hours.  The media are 
manually loaded, collected, and programmed on a biweekly basis. 

2.2 3ÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3$!" 

The EPA regulations specify the minimum number of sites at which State and Local air agencies 
must deploy monitors.  The State and Local agencies generally find they need to deploy more 
monitors than are minimally required to fulfill State and Local purposes for monitoring.  For 
example, often California air quality standards are more stringent than National standards, so many 
areas need more monitors than required by the EPA to show compliance with both State and 
National standards.   

For pollutants monitoring, the minimum requirements for the number of monitors are in the 40 
/Cw руΣ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ 5 άbŜǘǿƻǊƪ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ !ƳōƛŜƴǘ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎέΦ  9ŀŎƘ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘ 
or monitoring program has different requirements for determining the minimum number of 
monitors needed for a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) and the requirements can change 
yearly.  The County of San Diego encompasses the San Diego County air basin and part of the 
Salton Sea air basin, as outlined by the California Air Resources Board.  Some pollutants have 
additional monitoring requirements associated with them, e.g. PM2.5 monitoring has requirements 
for continuous and sequential monitors.  This section summarizes the minimum monitoring 
requirements from the criteria pollutant chapters in this report.  For greater detail, refer to the 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ 

Note: When the number of monitors required is based on the MSA population, it is taken from the 
latest U.S. Census.  In the non-Census years, the MSA population is extrapolated by the San Diego 
Association of Governments (SANDAG) and that number is used by the District. 

The U.S. EPA regulations specify the minimum number of samplers and monitors (also referred to 
as analyzers) needed for ambient air monitoring, including those required for collocation.  These 
numbers vary annually, by program, and by within each pollutant.  Table 2-4 summarizes these 
totals listed in the subsequent chapters.  Much of this equipment overlaps and can serve multiple 
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functions and/or programs.  For example, there are two different requirements for the NOy 
analyzer: one for the PAMS program and one for the NCore program.  These dual requirements 
allow for one NOy analyzer to be used for both programs. 
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Table 2-4: Summary of Minimum Monitoring Requirements 

Parameter Requirements for Monitors/Samplers 
for CFR Programs 

# of Equipment 
Required 

# of Equipment 
Active 

# of Equipment 
Needed 

O3 
CFR EPA Table D-2 only= 2 7 0 

Ncore & PAMS only= 1 1 0 

NO2, 
True- NO2, 

NOy 

Near-road= 2 2 1 

Area-Wide= 1 1 0 

Regional Administrator= 1 1 0 

PAMS true-NO2= 1 1 0 

Ncore & PAMS NOy = 1 1 0 

CO 

Near-road= 1 2 0 

Regional Administrator= 0 0 0 

Ncore= 1 1 0 

SIP= 1 1 0 

SO2 
PWEI= 0 0 0 

Ncore= 1 1 0 

Pb-TSP 

Source (non-Airport)= 0 0 0 

Source (Airport)= 0 0 0 

Airport Study= 0 0 0 

Airport Study Exceedance= 1 1 0 

Regional Administrator= 0 0 0 

QA Collocation= 1 1 0 

PM2.5 

Samplers 
 

General Requirements CFR EPA Table D-2 only=  3 9 0 

California Particulate Matter Network (non-microscale)=  5 7 0 

DV Maximum Concentration, 24-Hr = 1 1 0 

DV Maximum Concentration, Annual Average= 1 1 0 

Expected Maximum Concentration, 24-Hr = 1 1 0 

Expected Maximum Concentration, Annual Average= 1 1 0 

Near-road= 1 2 0 

Poor Air Quality= 1 1 0 

Ncore= 1 1 0 

QA Collocation= 1 2 0 

PM2.5 

Continuous  
 

Minimum number required= 2 9 0 

Minimum number of PM2.5 continuous collocated with PM2.5 manual= 1 1 0 

Ncore= 1 1 0 

QA collocation of PM2.5 continuous= 0 1 0 

PM2.5 

Speciation 

PM2.5 STN & CSN Speciation= 1 1 0 

Ncore= 1 1 0 

PM10 

Samplers 

General Requirements CFR EPA Table D-2 only= 4-8 9 0 

Ncore= 1 1 0 

QA collocation 0 1 0 

Ncore 

PM2.5-Continuous= 1 1 0 

PM2.5-Manual (Integrated/filter-based)= 1 1 0 

PM2.5-Speciated= 1 1 0 

PM10-2.5= 1 1 0 

 Ncore & PAMS O3= 1 1 0 

SO2-TLE= 1 1 0 

CO-TLE= 1 1 0 

 Ncore & PAMS NO/NOy= 1 1 0 

Wind speed/Wind direction= 1 1 0 

% Relative Humidity= 1 1 0 

Ambient temperature= 1 1 0 

PAMS 

Hourly averaged speciated volatile organic compounds (VOCs)= 1 1 0 

Three 8-hour averaged carbonyl samples per day on a 1 in 3 day schedule = 1 1 0 

 Ncore & PAMS O3= 1 1 0 

 NO= 1 1 0 

True-NO2= 1 1 0 

 Ncore & PAMS NOy 1 1 0 

 Ncore & PAMS Hourly averaged ambient temperature= 1 1 0 

 Ncore & PAMS Hourly vector-averaged wind direction= 1 1 0 

Hourly average atmospheric pressure= 1 1 0 

 Ncore & PAMS Hourly averaged relative humidity= 1 1 0 

Hourly precipitation= 1 1 0 

Hourly averaged mixing-height= 1 1 0 

Hourly averaged solar radiation= 1 1 0 

Hourly averaged ultraviolet radiation 1 1 0 
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2.3 3ÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɉ$ÁÔÁɊ 

The EPA regulations specify the following when applicable: 

¶ The positioning of samplers, analyzers, and stations to collect data that can be compared to 
the National standards (NAAQS), 

¶ The methodologies used to determine the samplers and analyzers are creating defensible 
data. 

¶ The legal certification of data. 

In the following sub-sections, a more in-depth exploration of data requirements. 

2.3.1 #ÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ 0ÏÌÌÕÔÁÎÔÓ 

2.3.1.1 $ÁÔÁ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ .!!13 

The CFR requires that for O3, NO2, CO, SO2, Pb-TSP, PM2.5, PM10 data to be used in 
regulatory determinations of compliance with the NAAQS, these instruments must be sited 
according to Federal Regulations (these requirements are listed in 1)a)i)(1)(a)(i) Appendix A) 
and the sampling frequency must be in accordance with Federal regulations (sampling 
frequencies for each pollutant are in their respective chapters)Φ  !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
instruments meet or exceed all minimum monitoring requirements for siting and sampling 
frequencies, and the data from them can be compared to the NAAQS and the data can be 
certified. 

2.3.1.2 $ÁÔÁ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ #ÏÎÔÒÏÌȾ1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ !ÓÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ 

All of ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ h3, NO2, CO, SO2, Pb-TSP, PM2.5, PM10 samplers and analyzers were 
calibrated, flow checked, one-point checked, internally/District-audited, and externally-
NPAP & NPEP audited according to EPA methodologies and the data can be certified.   

2.3.1.3 $ÁÔÁ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇȾ#ÅÒÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ  

All the ambient data from the O3, NO2, CO, SO2, Pb-TSP, PM2.5, PM10 samplers and analyzers 
ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǾŀƭƛŘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 9t!Ωǎ !v{ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ 
quarterly. 

All QA and QC reports regarding the O3, NO2, CO, SO2, Pb-TSP, PM2.5, PM10 instruments were 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǾŀƭƛŘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 9t!Ωǎ !v{ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ 
quarterly. 

All reviewed and verified ambient data and all reviewed and verified QA/QC reports 
regarding the O3, NO2, CO, SO2, Pb-TSP, PM2.5, PM10 instruments, were certified in a letter to 
the EPA Region 9 Authorities on May 1,2025.  
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2.3.2 .ÏÎȤ#ÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ 0ÏÌÌÕÔÁÎÔÓ Ǫ /ÔÈÅÒÓ 

2.3.2.1 $ÁÔÁ 5ÎÓÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13 

The District analyzes for other pollutants: PAMS-VOCs, PAMS-Carbonyls, and Toxics-
Carbonyls. These instruments have no NAAQS to compare.  All these instruments meet or 
exceed all minimum monitoring requirements for siting and sampling frequencies. 

2.3.2.2 $ÁÔÁ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ #ÏÎÔÒÏÌȾ1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ !ÓÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ 

All QA/QC functions on ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ta2.5 (continuous) in non-FEM mode, PAMS-VOC, 
PAMS-Carbonyls, and Toxics-Carbonyls instruments met or exceeded EPA requirements. 

2.3.2.3 $ÁÔÁ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇȾ#ÅÒÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ 

All the data from the PAMS-VOC, PAMS-Carbonyls, and Toxics-Carbonyls instruments were 
reviewed for validity and the verified daǘŀ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 9t!Ωǎ !v{Φ  ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ Řŀǘŀ 
were uploaded to the 9t!Ωǎ !v{ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ƴƻƴ-certifiable and is not included in 
the annual Data Certification Report. 

2.4 2ÅÃÅÎÔ 0ÌÁÎÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ 5ÎÐÌÁÎÎÅÄ #ÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .ÅÔ×ÏÒË 

¢ƘŜ 9t! wŜƎƛƻƴ ф ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
location of the collocated sites for compliance with Federal regulations.  Any station or equipment 
changes will be undertaken in partnership and advisement with the EPA (and CARB, when 
applicable).  Before any SLAMS monitor is decommissioned, the District will follow the procedures 
listed in 40 CFR Part 5уΦмпΣ ά{ȅǎǘŜƳ aƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀny proposed changes to the air monitoring 
network will be documented in the Annual Network Report.  The District will provide a minimum 
30-day period for public review, prior to any change, when possible.   If a station or analyzer is to 
relocate, parallel sampling will be undertaken, when possible.   

Changes to the monitoring network may occur outside the Annual Network Report approval and 
the planning process, due to unforeseen circumstances such as eviction, safety concerns, etc.  Any 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
EPA Regional Authority and identified in the subsequent Annual Network Report. 

Note: all listed timelines for construction activities are an estimate, as all construction activities 
require city permitting, construction work goes out to the competitive bid process, and these are 
handled by the County Department of General Services and the District has no control over these 
timelines. 

2.4.1 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ 2ÅÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ 5ÐÇÒÁÄÅÓ 

2.4.1.1 %ÓÃÏÎÄÉÄÏ ɀ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÉÍÅÌÉÎÅȡ 4"$ 

In 2015, the District was evicted from the Escondido site. During the set-up of the new site, 
the County announced (in March 2022) the plan for a new high density, affordable housing 
project to be built on the County land adjacent to the monitoring station.  The project 
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would impact the air monitoring at the site.  The District is seeking an alternative location 
(TBD) in the Escondido area for the air monitoring station and meet the EPA siting 
requirements. Escondido is an important site for our regional Air Monitoring Network and 
provides valuable air pollution data for our inland North County.  An estimated timeline for 
the new Escondido site is TBD. 

2.4.1.2 #ÁÍÐ 0ÅÎÄÌÅÔÏÎ ɀ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ 4ÉÍÅÌÉÎÅȡ 4"$ 

This station needs to be relocated (EPA R9 2017 TSA recommendation) elsewhere in the 
north coastal region.  Data is often affected by emissions from the upwind motor pool.  A 
weak node in the power grid, causes frequent power outages which have cascading 
ramifications: loss of data; equipment repairs; additional field QA/QC; etc. The District has 
significant site/base access complications.  Once a new location is identified, the District will 
submit a 58.14 request to EPA to the EPA R9 Authorities for approval. All station relocations 
must be approved by EPA first.  The District has no plans of relocating Camp Pendleton in 
calendar year 2023. 

2.4.1.3 #ÈÕÌÁ 6ÉÓÔÁ ɀ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ 4ÒÁÉÌÅÒ ÁÎÄ $ÅÃË 5ÐÇÒÁÄÅ ɀ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ φτφω 

Monitoring at the Chula Vista (CVA) site was suspended in April 2025 to upgrade the station 
trailer and add a deck for samplers.  Once the upgraded trailer and deck were installed, the 
District resumed monitoring in October 2025.   

2.4.2 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ 

2.4.2.1 /ÔÁÙ -ÅÓÁ 0ÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ %ÎÔÒÙ ɉ0/%Ɋ ɀ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÉÍÅÌÉÎÅȡ 4"$ 

The EPA Border 2025 Authorities have requested that PM2.5-continuous and Black Carbon-
continuous analyzers be located near the Otay Mesa POE.  The District has received landlord 
approval to deploy a sampling platform at the State of California Highway Patrol Truck 
Safety Inspection facility along east Via de la Amistad.  As with the San Ysidro site, this 
location will serve multiple purposes: 

¶ EPA Border 2025 program (PM2.5 continuous and Black Carbon continuous 
analyzers). 

¶ Ambient pollutants (exact parameters unknown) 

¶ Community Air Monitoring (State AB 617) program (exact parameters unknown)  

2.4.3 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒ 3ÈÕÔÄÏ×ÎÓ 

2.4.3.1 0ÂȤ430 ÁÔ -Ã#ÌÅÌÌÁÎ 0ÁÌÏÍÁÒ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ ɉ#21Ɋ ɀ 3ÈÕÔÄÏ×Î 4ÉÍÅÌÉÎÅ 
*ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φτφϊ 

The District will discontinue lead monitoring at McClellan Palomar Airport (CRQ) in January, 
2026. All the measured concentrations at the Palomar Airport location were well below 50% 
of the NAAQS.  In 2025, the District petitioned the EPA to decommission lead sampling at 
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this airport ŀƴŘ 9t! ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ waiver request.  The letter of approval from the 
EPA is attached to the end of this Annual Network Report.   

2.4.4 !ÎÁÌÙÚÅÒ !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȡ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓ &ÏÒÍÁÌÄÅÈÙÄÅ ɀ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ 4ÉÍÅÌÉÎÅ 
*ÕÎÅ φτφϊ 

The District will add continuous formaldehyde analyzer at the PAMS site (expected timeline: 
June 2026). The continuous sampling will replace the current sampling utilizing cartridges. 
Continuous sampling will still cover all requirements put forth by the EPA PAMS program. 

2.4.5 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒ !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȡ 4Ȥ3!33 ɉ#!2"Ɋ ÁÔ #ÈÕÌÁ 6ÉÓÔÁ 3ÉÔÅ 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) replaced the Xontech 924 with a Met One T-SASS to 
monitor to toxic compounds (carbonyls, total metals, and hexavalent chromium).  The sampler 
was deployed at the Chula Vista site in November 2025.   

 

2.4.6 7ÁÉÖÅÒ ,ÅÔÔÅÒÓ 

2.4.6.1 -Ã#ÌÅÌÌÁÎȤ0ÁÌÏÍÁÒ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ ɉ#21Ɋ 

The District submitted a formal request to the EPA in the 2024 Annual Network Report to 
discontinue lead monitoring at McClellan-Palomar Airport. The EPA approved the waiver to 
discontinue lead monitoring at the Airport.  The formal request waiver submitted to EPA is 
in Appendix B-1. The approval letter from EPA is attached to Appendix B-2. 

2.4.6.2 2ÁÎÃÈÏ #ÁÒÍÅÌ $ÒÉÖÅ ɉ2#$Ɋ .ÅÁÒȤÒÏÁÄ 3ÉÔÅ 

The District has requested a waiver from the EPA to continue operating the Rancho Carmel 
Drive Near-road monitoring site under its current configuration.  Several trees located near 
the sampling inlet place the site ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 9t!Ωǎ ǎiting requirement specified in 40 CFR 
Part 58, Appendix E,.  The waiver request is under EPA review and has not approved the 
waiver request.  The EPA has requested additional information from the District before a 
response to the request is issued.  For detailed measurements, regulatory references and 
supporting rationale, refer to the full waiver in Appendix B-3.  

 

2.5 3ÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ $ÕÒÉÎÇ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ 0ÅÒÉÏÄ 

TBD 
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3 /:/.% ɉ/σɊ 

3.1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

The District operates ozone monitors at seven monitoring sites throughout the Regional Air 
Monitoring Network.  The Ozone Network Map (Figure 3-1) shows the air monitoring sites with 
ozone monitors.  The minimum requirements for the number of ozone monitors are stated in the 
Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR, Part 58, Appendix D, Section4.1(a)).  This corresponds to two 
monitors (40 CFR, Part 58, Appendix D, Table D-2).  In addition, the District is also required to 
operate an ozone monitor for the NCore & Photochemical Assessment Monitoring Stations (PAMS) 
program.  Ambient level ozone was monitored on a continuous (7/24) basis.  

The District is seeking an alternative location for the air monitoring site in Escondido.  The District 
meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for ozone monitoring for all programs. Additional 
information on ozone monitoring is provided in this chapter. 

 

 

Figure 3-1: Ozone Network Map 
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Table 3-1: Ozone State and Federal Standards for the Year 

Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Pollutant Averaging  
Time 

California Standards National Standards 

Concentration Primary Secondary 

Ozone  
(O3) 

1 hour 0.09 ppm (180 µg/m3) Not Applicable Not Applicable 

8 hour 0.07 ppm (137 µg/m3) 0.07 ppm (137 µg/m3) 0.07 ppm (137 µg/m3) 
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Table 3-2: Ozone Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Summary 

CFR Programs 
O3 Monitor  

Requirements 

Site 
Abbreviation  

Number of 
O3 Monitor  
Required      

Number of   
O3 Monitor  

 Active  

Number of   
O3 Monitor  
 Needed  

Reference Section 
(40 CFR, Part 58, 

Appendix D) 

(name)  (#) (#) (#)  

SLAMS Minimum Ozone Monitoring 
Requirements 

See Table 3-3 2 7 
0 

Table D-2 

NCore & PAMS 
LES 1 1 

0 
3(b), 

5 

 

Table 3-3: Ozone Monitoring Network 

Abbreviation 
ALP CMP CVA LES KVR DVN SES 

Name Alpine Camp Pendleton Chula Vista Lexington 
Elementary 

School 

Kearny Villa Rd. Donovan Sherman 
Elementary 

School 

AQS ID 06-073-1006 06-073-1008 06-073-0001 06-073-1022 06-073-1016 06-073-1014 06-073-1026 

O
3
 

Monitor Type SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS 

Method UV UV UV UV UV UV UV 

Affiliation Not Applicable Not Applicable Not Applicable PAMS, Ncore Not Applicable Not Applicable Not Applicable 

Spatial Scale US NS NS NS NS NS NS 

Site Type HC PE PE PE PE PE PE 

Objective 
(Federal) 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

Equipment Thermo 
49i 

Thermo 
49i 

Thermo 
49i 

Thermo 
49i 

Thermo 
49i 

Thermo 
49i 

Thermo 
49i 
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3.2 /ÚÏÎÅ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ 

3.2.1 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ φτ 9ÅÁÒÓ 

San Diego has had a decrease in the 3-yr average of the exceedance days for ozone as well as a 
decrease in its 8-hour Design Value (3-year average of the 4th highest 8-hour concentration) 
since ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлллΩǎ (Table 3-4 and Figure 3-2).   

Note: ά5ŀȅǎ !ōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ у-IǊ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ in Table 3-4 reflect the ozone standard for that 
year. 

 

Table 3-4: Ozone Concentrations for San Diego (2005ς2025) 

Design Value 
(ppm) 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

0.086 0.088 0.089 0.092 0.089 0.088 0.082 0.081 0.080 0.079 0.079 0.081 0.084 0.084 0.082 0.079 0.078 0.079 0.079 0.081 0.079 

Maximum 
8-Hr Conc. 

(ppm) 

0.089 0.100 0.092 0.109 0.097 0.088 0.093 0.083 0.083 0.081 0.084 0.091 0.095 0.082 0.084 0.102 0.080 0.088 0.085 0.090 0.086 

Days above 
the National 

8-Hr 
Standard 

24 38 27 35 24 14 10 10 7 12 13 13 54 23 19 33 16 24 28 28 14 

 

 

Figure 3-2: Graph of Ozone Concentrations for San Diego (2005-2025) 

 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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3.2.2 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ 

Table 3-5 lists the maximum ozone measurements for every ozone monitoring location and 
Figure 3-3 show the values graphically with respect to the National Standard for the year.  
These annual concentrations are only used for informational purposes.  The NAAQS comparison 
requires the Design Value (DV) calculation. 

 

Table 3-5: Ozone Concentrations for San Diego by Site (2025) 

No. 
Site Site 

Abbreviation 
Maximum 8-Hr 
Concentration 

 

Number of Days 
Above the 
National 
Standard 

Annual 
Average 

(#) (name) (name) (ppm) (#) (ppm) 

1 Camp Pendleton CMP 0.066 0 0.041 

2 Kearny Villa Rd. KVR 0.075 2 0.043 

3 Alpine ALP 0.078 13 0.050 

4 
Lexington 

Elementary School 
LES 0.086 4 0.046 

5 
Sherman 

Elementary School 
SES 0.058 0 0.038 

6 Chula Vista CVA 0.062 0 0.043 

7 Donovan DVN 0.074 1 0.045 
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Figure 3-3: Graph of Ozone Concentrations for San Diego by Site* (2025) 

* 8-Hr Std is 0.070 ppm. For informational purposes only.  NAAQS comparisons requires Design Value (DV) calculations.  
Annual values are not comparable to the NAAQS.  

 

3.2.3 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ $ÅÓÉÇÎ 6ÁÌÕÅ 

Table 3-6 lists the maximum ozone measurements for every ozone monitoring location and 
Figure 3-4 shows the values graphically for the Design Value.  

  

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Table 3-6: Ozone Concentrations for San Diego by Site for Design Value 2023 to 2025 

No. 
Site Site 

Abbreviation 
Concentration of 

8-Hr 
Design Value 

Is the 
8-Hr Design Value                          
җ ур҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

NAAQS? 

Does the 
8-Hr 

Design Value 
Meet the 
NAAQS? 

(#) (name) (name) (ppm) (yes/no) (yes/no) 

1 Camp Pendleton CMP 0.061 yes yes 

2 Kearny Villa Rd. KVR 0.067 yes yes 

3 Alpine ALP 0.079 yes no 

4 
Lexington Elementary 

School 
LES 0.073 yes no 

5 
Sherman Elementary 

School 
SES 0.055 no yes 

6 Chula Vista CVA 0.059 no yes 

7 Donovan DVN 0.065 yes yes 

 

 

 

Figure 3-4: Graph of Ozone Concentrations for San Diego by Site for Design Value (2023-2025)  

 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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3.3 /ÚÏÎÅ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

The District is federally mandated to monitor O3 levels in accordance with the CFR.  This section will 
state the different monitoring requirements for each program.  These monitors can serve as 
fulfilling other O3 network requirements (e.g. ambient O3 monitor can fulfill a PAMS O3 monitor 
requirement).   

The District meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for O3 monitoring for all programs. 

3.3.1 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ $ÅÓÉÇÎ 6ÁÌÕÅ ɉ$6Ɋ #ÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ 

The District is required to operate a minimum number of O3 monitors irrespective of O3 
network affiliations.  To ascertain the minimum number of monitors required, the Design Value 
(DV) must be calculated and referenced to Table D-2 to Part 58 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR), Title 40 (Table 3-7 within this document).  The DV is derived by averaging the 
4th highest for the last three years. 

 

Table 3-7: Table D-2 of Appendix D to Part 58 ς SLAMS Minimum O3 Monitoring Requirements 

MSA population Most recent 3-year design 
value concentrations 

җур҈ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ h3 NAAQS 

Most recent 3-year design 
value concentrations 

<85% of any O3 NAAQS 

350,000 - < 4 million 2 1 

 

Based on the recent census, San Diego has a population of 3.3 million people.  This corresponds 
to two required ozone monitors to meet the requirements for ambient monitoring. The District 
operates seven throughout the network and is shown in Table 3-8. 

 

Table 3-8: Ozone Minimum Monitoring Requirements for the Design Value (DV) Criteria (8-Hr) 

What is the 
Maximum       

8-Hr            
Design Value? 

 
 

2023-2025 

Is the 
Maximum 

8-Hr            
Design Value                          
җ ур҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

NAAQS? 
2023-2025 

Is the 
Maximum 

8-Hr            
Design Value                          
< 85% of the 

NAAQS? 
2023-2025 

Does the 
Maximum 

8-Hr 
Design Value 

Meet the 
NAAQS? 

2023-2025 

MSA  
&  

County 

Population 
Estimated 

from 
2020 

Census 

Number 
of 

Monitors 
Required 

Number of  
Monitors 

Active 

Number of 
Monitors 
Needed 

 

(ppm) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) (name) (#) (#) (#) (#) 

0.079 yes no no 
San 

Diego 
3.3 

Million 
2 7 0 
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3.3.2 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ -ÁØÉÍÕÍ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ 3ÉÔÅ $ÅÓÉÇÎ 
6ÁÌÕÅ 

All Districts are required to categorize at least one monitor/sampling site in the air basin as an 
area of maximum concentration.  A concentration is calculated for this site.  The DV is derived 
by averaging the 4th highest for the last three years.  Table 3-9 displays this maximum 
concentration site requirement. 

 

Table 3-9: Ozone Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Maximum Concentration Site Design Value 

Maximum       
8-Hr            

Design Value 
Site 

2023-2025 

Maximum       
8-Hr            

Design Value 
Concentration 

2023-2025 

(name) (ppm) 

Alpine  
(ALP) 

06-073-1006 
0.079 

 

3.3.3 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ .#ÏÒÅ Ǫ 0!-3 

The District is required to operate NCore and Photochemical Assessment Monitoring Stations 
(PAMS) sites.  There are several associated requirements to operate these sites.  One of the 
overlapping requirements is to operate O3 monitors.  Table 3-10 lists Ozone (O3) Monitoring 
requirements. 

 

Table 3-10: Ozone Minimum Monitoring Requirements - NCore & PAMS 

Number of 
O3 Monitors 

Required at Ncore 
& PAMS Sites 

Number of 
O3 Monitors 

Active at  
Ncore & PAMS 

Sites 

Number of        O3 
Monitors Needed 
at PAMS & Ncore  

Sites 

Location of 
O3 Monitors 

at 
Ncore & PAMS  

Sites 
(#) (#) (#) (name) 

1 1 0 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

 

3.3.4 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /ÚÏÎÅ 3ÁÍÐÌÉÎÇ 3ÅÁÓÏÎ 

All Districts are required to sample for ozone during ozone season as defined by Table 3-11 
which refers to Table D-3 in Part 58 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 40. Table 3-12 lists 
the ozone sampling season for the SDAB. 
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Table 3-11: Table D-3 to Appendix D of Part 58 - Ozone Monitoring Season by State 

State Begin Month End Month 

California January December 

 

Table 3-12: Ozone Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Ozone Sampling Season 

Required 
Ozone 

Sampling Season 

Active 
Ozone 

Sampling Season 

Does Active 
Ozone 

Sampling Season 
Meet 

Requirements? 
(range) (range) (yes/no) 

January-December 
(annually) 

January-December 
(annually) 

yes 

 

3.4 /ÚÏÎÅ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13 

The CFR requires that for ozone data to be used in regulatory determinations of compliance with 
the ozone NAAQS, the ozone monitors must be sited according to Federal Requirements and the 
sampling frequency must be in accordance with the federal regulations.  All District ozone monitors 
meet or exceed all minimum monitoring requirements and sampling frequencies, as to be able to 
be compared to the NAAQS.  Table 3-13 summarizes these requirements. 

 

Table 3-13: Ozone Suitability for Comparison to the NAAQS - Sampling Equipment 

Parameter Code Unit Code Duration Code Equipment Method Code 
Sampling 

Frequency 
Method ID 

Ozone O3 44201 ppm 007 1-Hr 1 
Thermo 

49 series 

Ultraviolet 
absorption 

047 7/24 EQOA-0880-047 
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4 .)42/'%. $)/8)$% ɉ./ςɊ  

4.1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

The District operates NO2 monitors at nine monitoring sites throughout the Regional Air Monitoring 
Network.  The NO2 Network Map (Figure 4-1) shows the air monitoring sites with NO2 monitors.  
The National Standards for NO2 are listed in Table 4-1.  The minimum requirements for the number 
of NO2 monitors are stated in the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR, Part 58, Appendix D).  The 
required NO2 monitors that the District must operate are summarized in Table 4-2 while Table 4-3 
provides additional information on all the District monitoring sites with NO2 monitors.  Ambient 
level NO2 was monitored on a continuous (7/24) basis.   

In addition, the District is also required to operate a monitor for Reactive Oxides of Nitrogen (NOy) 
for NCore program and the Photochemical Assessment Monitoring Sites (PAMS) program.  The 
Lexington Elementary School air monitoring site in El Cajon is the site for both the NCore and PAMS 
program.  Additional information on the NCore and PAMS programs can be found in Chapter 11 
and Chapter 12, respectively.  

The District meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for NO2 monitoring for all required 
programs. Additional information on NO2 monitoring is provided in this chapter.   
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Figure 4-1: Nitrogen Dioxide & NOy Network Map 

 

Table 4-1: Nitrogen Dioxide State and National Standards for the Year* 

Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Pollutant 
Averaging  

Time 

California Standards National Standards 

Concentration Primary Secondary 

Nitrogen Dioxide  
(NO2) 

1 hour 0.18 ppm (339 µg/m3) 0.100 ppm (188 µg/m3) Not Applicable 

Annual 
Arithmetic Mean 

0.030 ppm (57 µg/m3) 0.053 ppm (137 µg/m3) 0.053 ppm (137 µg/m3) 

*The NOy analyzer is non-regulatory; therefore, there are no NAAQS to compare. The NOx and NOy measurements are 
comparable in the SDAB. 
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Table 4-2: NO2 & NOy Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4-3: Nitrogen Dioxide & Reactive Oxides of Nitrogen Monitoring Network 

Abbreviation ALP CMP CVA LES KVR DVN RCD SES SAY 

Name 
Alpine Camp Pendleton Chula Vista Lexington Elementary School Kearny Villa Rd. Donovan Rancho Carmel Dr. Sherman Elementary 

School 
San Ysidro  

AQS ID 06-073-1006 06-073-1008 06-073-0001 06-073-1022 06-073-1016 06-073-1014 06-073-1017 06-073-1026 06-073-1025 

N
O

2
  &

 N
O

y 

Monitor Type SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS 

Designation PRI PRI PRI Not Applicable PRI PRI PRI PRI PRI PRI 

Method CAPS CAPS CAPS CL CAPS CAPS CAPS CAPS CAPS CAPS 

Affiliation Not Applicable Not Applicable Not Applicable Ncore, PAMS Ncore, PAMS Not Applicable SLAMS NR NR NR 

Spatial Scale US NS NS NS NS NS NS MI NS MI 

Site Type PE PE PE PE PE PE HC SO PE SO 

Objective 
(Federal) 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
Research 

PL  
Research 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
NAAQS 

PI, 
 NAAQS 

Equipment Teledyne T500U Teledyne T500U Teledyne T500U 
Thermo 

42i-y 
Teledyne T500U Teledyne T500U Teledyne T500U Teledyne T500U Teledyne T500U Teledyne T500U 

Requirements for 
NO2 Monitors 

for CFR Programs 

Site  
Abbreviation 

Number of 
Monitors 
Required 

Number of 
Monitors 

Active 

Number of 
Monitors 
Needed 

Reference (40 
CFR, Part 58, 
Appendix D)  

(name)  (#) (#) (#)  

Near-road RCD, SAY 2 2 0 4.3.2(a) 

Area-Wide DVN 1 1 0 4.3.3 

Regional Administrator SES 1 1 0 4.3.4 

PAMS for true-NO2 LES 1 1 0 5(b)(4), 5(h)(2) 

Ncore & PAMS  NOy  
LES 1 

1 0 
3(b),5(b)(4), 

5(h)(2) 

Additional NO2 Monitors See Table 4-3 -- -- -- -- 
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4.2 ./ς #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ 

4.2.1 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ φτ 9ÅÁÒÓ 

San Diego has measured a decrease in maximum NO2 concentrations (Table 4-4) over the last 
twenty years.  Over the last 15 years, the maximum 1-hour NO2 concentrations have been 
below 100 ppb (fluctuating between 55 and 86 ppb).  Improved emission control technology on 
mobile sources and emissions should contribute to a decrease in NO2 concentrations.  The 
concentration of NO2 over the last 20 years is shown in Figure 4-2 below.   

Note:  ǘƘŜ ά5ŀȅǎ !ōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ м-IǊ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦέ wƻǿ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ bh2 standard for that year 

 

Table 4-4: NO2 Concentrations for San Diego for the Last 20 Years 2005- 2025 

Maximum 
1-Hr 
Conc. 
(ppm) 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

0.109 0.097 0.101 0.091 0.078 0.081 0.067 0.065 0.081 0.075 0.062 0.073 0.074 0.055 0.086 0.058 0.061 0.064 0.063 0.086 0.071 

Maximum 
Annual 
Average 
(ppm) 

0.024 0.024 0.022 0.019 0.017 0.015 0.014 0.013 0.014 0.013 0.016 0.017 0.016 0.014 0.014 0.013 0.013 0.015 0.020 0.013 0.012 

Days above 
the National 

1-Hr Standard 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

Figure 4-2: NO2 Concentrations for San Diego (2005 ς 2025)  

 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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4.2.2 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ 

Table 4-5 lists the maximum nitrogen dioxide measurements for each nitrogen dioxide 
monitoring location; Figure 4-3 shows the values graphically with respect to the National 
Standard for the year.  

Note: This is for informational purposes only since the NAAQS comparison requires a Design 
Value (DV) calculation.  Annual Values are not comparable to the NAAQS. 

 

Table 4-5: NO2 Concentrations for San Diego by Site for the Year 2025*  

No. 
Site Site 

Abbreviation 
Maximum 1-Hr 
Concentration 

 

Number of 
Days Above 

the 
National 
Standard 

Annual 
Average 

(#) (name)  (ppm) (#) (ppm) 

1 Camp Pendleton CMP 0.048 0 0.004 

2 Rancho Carmel Dr. RCD 0.055 0 0.012 

3 Kearny Villa Rd. KVR 0.041 0 0.005 

4 Alpine ALP 0.037 0 0.004 

5 
Lexington 

Elementary School 
LES 0.036 0 0.007 

6 
Sherman 

Elementary School 
SES 0.056 0 0.010 

7 Chula Vista CVA 0.048 0 0.010 

8 Donovan DVN 0.059 0 0.007 

9 San Ysidro SAY 0.071 0 0.011 

* For informational purposes only.  NAAQS comparison requires Design Value (DV) calculations.  Annual Values are not 

comparable to NAAQS. 
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Figure 4-3: Graph of NO2 Concentrations for San Diego by Site (2025)*  

*  Annual Avg Std (0.053 ppm) and 1-Hr Std (0.100 ppm) for informational purposes only.  NAAQS comparison requires 
Design Value (DV) calculations.  Annual Values are not comparable to NAAQS. 

 

4.2.3 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ $ÅÓÉÇÎ 6ÁÌÕÅ 

Table 4-6 lists the maximum nitrogen dioxide measurements each nitrogen dioxide monitoring 
location; Figure 4-4 shows the values graphically with respect to the National Standard for the 
year. 

  

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Table 4-6: NO2 Concentrations for San Diego by Site for the Design Value 2023 - 2025 

No. Site Site 
Abbreviation 

Maximum 
Concentration 

1-Hr 
DV 

Number of 
Days Above 

the 
National 
Standard 

(#) (name)  (ppm) (#) 

1 Camp Pendleton CMP 0.036 0 

2 
Rancho Carmel 

Dr. 
RCD 0.044 0 

3 Kearny Villa Rd. KVR 0.033 0 

4 Alpine ALP 0.018 0 

5 
Lexington 

Elementary 
School 

LES 0.031 0 

6 
Sherman 

Elementary 
School 

SES 0.045 0 

7 Chula Vista CVA 0.040 0 

8 Donovan DVN 0.054 0 

9 San Ysidro SAY *  0 

* Not enough data to calculate a design value 
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Figure 4-4: Graph of NO2 Concentrations for San Diego by Site for the Design Value* 2023 ς 2025  

*SAY did not have a year of data to calculate the Design Value 

 

4.3 ./ς -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

The District is federally mandated to monitor NO2 levels in accordance with the CFR.  This section 
will state the different minimum monitoring requirements for each program, e.g. ambient, Near-
road, PAMS, etc., that the District operates.  These monitors can serve to fulfill other NO2 network 
requirements, e.g. ambient NO2 monitor can fulfill a PAMS NO2 monitor requirement. 

The District meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for NO2 monitoring for all programs.  

 

4.3.1 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ .ÅÁÒ 2ÏÁÄ 3ÉÔÅÓ 

To measure concentrations for some pollutants in communities located by roadways, the EPA 
instituted the Near-road monitoring program.  The requirement is stated in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 4.3.2(a)).  The requirement for the District is 
two NO2 Near-road monitors, which is determined based on population and traffic counts 
(AADT).   

The first Near-road monitoring site must be sited in proximity to the highest traffic count, 
adjusted for High Density (FE=Fleet Equivalency) vehicles.  The first Near-road site is on Rancho 
Carmel Drive (RCD) 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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The criteria for the second Near-road location are more flexible than the criteria for the first 
site.  The second site is not necessarily the next location according to FE ranking.  The EPA 
prescribes that the second site be selected so that it is differentiated from the first by one or 
more factors affecting traffic emissions and/or pollution transport (e.g. fleet mix, terrain, 
geographic area, different roadway, public health, etc).   The District began sampling at the 
second Near-road site in October 2023.  The San Ysidro station is located near the Point-of-
Entry (POE) at Fire Station #29 (at Interstate-5 and Cottonwood Road).  This site has been: 

¶ Endorsed by EPA-National Authorities. 

¶ Verbally approved by EPA-National Authorities. 

¶ Visited and verbally approved by EPA-Region 9 Authorities during the 2017 and 2023 
TSA.   

Table 4-7 and Table 4-8 provide a summary for the Near-road NO2 monitoring requirements.   

 

Table 4-7: NO2 Minimum Monitoring Requirements (Populations) - Near-Road 

MSA 
& 

County 

Population 
Estimated 

from 
2020 

Census 

Number of 
NO2 

Near-road 
Monitors 
Required 

Site 
Abbreviation  

Are 
Additional 

NO2 
Near-road 
Monitors 
Required? 

Number of 
Additional 

NO2 
Near-road 
Monitors 
Required 

Number of 
NO2 

Near-road 
Monitors 

Active 

Number of 
NO2 

Near-road 
Monitors 
Needed 

(name) (#) (#)  (yes/no) (#) (#) (#) 

San 
Diego 

3.3 
Million 

2 
RCD 

NO 0 2 0 
SAY 

 

 

Table 4-8: NO2 Minimum Monitoring Requirements (Traffic Counts) - Near-Road 

MSA 
County Population 

Estimated 

from 

2020 Census 

MAX  

AADT 

 

Location of 

Near-road 

Sites 

Is 

Near-road 

Site 

Active? 

Number of 

Near-road 

Site(s) 

Needed 

(name) (name) (#) (#) (#) (yes/no) (#) 

San 

Diego 

San 

Diego 

3.3 

Million  

247,500 (2023) 

 

Rancho Carmel Dr.  

(RCD) 

06-073-1017 

yes 0 

69,000 (2023) 

 

San Ysidro Blvd.  

(SAY) 

06-073-1025 

yes 0 
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4.3.2 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ !ÒÅÁ 7ÉÄÅ 

The District is required to designate a monitor that routinely measures high concentrations of 
nitrogen dioxide.  This monitor cannot be used for Regional Administrator needs.  The 
requirement is stated in the Code of Federal Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 
4.3.3(a)).  This monitor is required at a location of expected highest NO2 concentrations. The 
site of the Area-wide monitor is located at Donovan (DVN).  Table 4-9 lists the Area-wide NO2 
monitoring requirement for the SDAB. 

 

Table 4-9: NO2 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Area-Wide 

MSA 
& 

County 

Population 
Estimated 

from 
2020 

Census 

Number of 
Area-wide 

NO2 Monitors 
Required 

Number of 
Area-wide 

NO2 Monitors 
Active 

Number of 
Area-wide 

NO2 Monitors 
Needed 

Location of 
Area-wide 

Site 

Does 
Area-wide 

Site 
Meet 

NAAQS? 
(name) (#) (#) (#) (#) (name) (yes/no) 

San 
Diego 

3.3 
Million 

1 1 0 
Donovan (DVN) 

06-073-1014 
yes 

 

4.3.3 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒ 

To obtain a pollutant profile in certain areas, the monitoring of NO2 may be required by the EPA 
Regional Administrator.  The requirement for the Regional Administrator site is in the Code of 
Federal Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 4.3.4(a)).  The purpose of this 
requirement is to add monitors for NO2 to protect susceptible and vulnerable populations 
throughout the nation.  The Sherman station in Sherman Heights satisfies this requirement.  
Table 4-10 provides additional information for this requirement. 

 

Table 4-10: NO2 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Regional Administrator 

Number of 
Regional 

Administrator 
NO2 Monitors 

Required 

Number of 
Regional 

Administrator 
NO2 Monitors 

Active 

Number of 
Regional 

Administrator 
NO2 Monitors 

Needed 

Location of 
Regional 

Administrator 
Site 

Does 
Regional 

Administrator 
Site 

Meet 
NAAQS? 

(#) (#) (#) (name) (yes/no) 

1 1 0 

Sherman 
Elementary School 

(SES) 
06-073-1026 

Yes 
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4.3.4 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ 0!-3 4ÒÕÅȤ./φ 

The District is required to operate a single PAMS site.  There are several associated 
requirements to operate a PAMS site according to the Code of Federal Regulations (Title 40, 
Part 58, Appendix D, Section 5(b)(4)). Additional details on the PAMS program is located in 
Chapter 12.  One of the requirements is to operate a True-NO2 monitor.  Table 4-11 lists the 
PAMS true-NO2 Monitoring requirements for the SDAB. 

 

Table 4-11: Minimum Monitoring Requirements - True-NO2 PAMS 

PAMS  
Sites/Locations 

Number of 
true-NO2 Monitors 

Required at 
PAMS Sites 

Number of 
true-NO2 Monitors 

Active at 
PAMS Sites 

Number of          
true-NO2 Monitors 

Needed at 
PAMS Sites 

(name) (#) (#) (#) 

Lexington 
Elementary School  

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

1 1 0 

 

4.3.5 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ 2ÅÁÃÔÉÖÅ /ØÉÄÅÓ ÏÆ .ÉÔÒÏÇÅÎ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ .#ÏÒÅ 
Ǫ 0!-3 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ 

The District is federally mandated to monitor NOy levels in accordance with the Code of Federal 
Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 3(b) and Section 5(b)(4)).  This section will 
state the different minimum monitoring requirements for each program, e.g. NCore, PAMS, etc. 
that the District operates and the references therein.  Table 4-12 summarizes these 
requirements. 

 

Table 4-12: Reactive Oxides of Nitrogen Minimum Monitoring Requirements - PAMS & NCore 

Number of 
NOy Monitors 

Required at Ncore 
& PAMS Sites 

Number of 
NOy Monitors 

Active at 
Ncore & PAMS 

Sites 

Number of        
NOy Monitors 

Needed at PAMS 
& Ncore 

Sites 

Ncore & PAMS 
Sites 

(#) (#) (#) (name) 

1 1 0 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 
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4.4 ./ς 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13 

The CFR requires that for NO2 data to be used in regulatory determinations of compliance with the 
NO2 NAAQS, the NO2 monitors must be sited according to Federal Regulations15F and the sampling 
frequency must be in accordance with Federal regulations1.  All District NO2 monitors meet or 
exceed all minimum monitoring requirements and sampling frequencies, as to be able to be 
compared to the NAAQS.  Table 4-13 summarizes these requirements.  Note that there is no 
NAAQS for NOy. 

 

Table 4-13: Nitrogen Dioxide & Reactive Oxides of Nitrogen Monitoring Equipment 

 Parameter Code Unit Code Duration Code Equipment Method Code 
Frequenc

y 
Method ID 

A
m

b 

Nitrogen dioxide NO2 42602 ppb 008 1-Hr 1 
Teledyne 
T500U 

Cavity Attenuated 
Phase Shift (CAPS) 

212 7/24 EQNA-0514-212 

N
c
o

re
 Reactive Oxides of Nitrogen 

Not Applicable 
Nitric oxide 

NOy 
NOy-NO 

NO 

42600 
42612 
42601 

ppb 008 1-Hr 1 
Thermo 

42i-y 
Chemiluminescence 574 7/24 Not Applicable 
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5 #!2"/. -/./8)$% ɉ#/Ɋ 

5.1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

Carbon monoxide (CO) was sampled on a continuous basis at three (3) locations in the SDAB.  
(Figure 5-1).  The measurements from these monitors are referenced to the carbon monoxide 
standards of the year (Table 5-1).  The details of each monitoring site with a carbon monoxide 
analyzer are listed in Table 5-2.   

A trace level carbon monoxide monitor sampled at the Lexington Elementary School Site at El 
Cajon, as part of the NCore program.  Additional NCore program details and requirements are 
available in Chapter 10: National Core (NCore). 

Two carbon monoxide monitors sampled at the Rancho Carmel Drive and San Ysidro as part of the 
Near-road program.  The carbon monoxide monitor at the San Ysidro site is an extra monitor.   

The District exceeds the number of required carbon monoxide monitors. 

 

Figure 5-1: Carbon Monoxide Network Map 
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Table 5-1: Carbon Monoxide State and National Standards for the Year 

Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Pollutant 
Averaging  

Time 

California Standards National Standards 

Concentration Primary Secondary 

Carbon Monoxide 
(CO) 

1 hour 20 ppm (23 mg/m3) 35 ppm (40 mg/m3) Not Applicable 

8 hour 9 ppm (10 mg/m3) 9 ppm (10 mg/m3) Not Applicable 

 

 

Table 5-2: Carbon Monoxide Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Summary 

*http://www.arb.ca.gov/planning/sip/co/final_2004_co_plan_update.pdf 

 

Table 5-3: Carbon Monoxide Monitoring Network 

Abbreviation LES RCD SAY 

Name 
Lexington 

Elementary 
School 

Rancho 
Carmel Dr. 

San Ysidro 

AQS ID 06-073-1022 06-073-1017 06-073-1025 

C
O 

Monitor 
Type 

SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS 

Method IR IR IR 

Affiliation 
NCORE, 
PAMS 

NR NR 

Spatial 
Scale 

NS MS MS 

Site Type PE SO SO 

Objective 

(Federal) 

PI, 

NAAQS 

PI, 

NAAQS 

PI, 

NAAQS 

Equipment 
Thermo 

48i-TLE 

Thermo 

48i-TLE 

Thermo 

48i-TLE 

Requirements for 
CO Monitors 

for CFR Programs 

Site 
Abbreviation  

Number of 
CO Monitors 

Required 

Number of 
CO Monitors 

Active 

Number of 
CO Monitors 

Needed 

Reference (40 
CFR, Part 58, 
Appendix D) 

(name)  (#) (#) (#)  

Near-road RCD, SAY 1 2 0 4.2.1 

Regional Administrator -- 0 0 0 4.2.2(a) 

NCore LES 1 1 0 3(b) 

SIP -- 1 1 0 CARB* 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/planning/sip/co/final_2004_co_plan_update.pdf
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5.2 #ÁÒÂÏÎ -ÏÎÏØÉÄÅ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ ςπ 9ÅÁÒÓ 

In San Diego, carbon monoxide concentrations have decreased over the years (Table 5-4) and is 
shown graphically in Figure 5-2.  bƻǘŜΥ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀȅǎ !ōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ Ǌƻǿ ƛƴ Table 5-4 
reflect the carbon monoxide standards for that year. 

 

 

Table 5-4: Carbon Monoxide Concentrations for San Diego for the Last 20 Years 2005 - 2025 

Maximum 

1-Hr 

Concentration 

(ppm) 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

7.9 10.8 8.7 5.6 4.6 3.9 3.5 4.4 3.2 3.8 3.1 2.2 2.0 1.9 4.1 3.3 3.0 2.2 2.7 3.3 3.7 

Maximum  

8-Hr 

Concentration 

(ppm) 

4.7 3.6 5.2 3.5 3.4 2.5 2.4 3.8 2.6 3.0 2.0 1.7 1.5 1.4 2.5 1.7 1.8 1.2 2.1 2.8 2.8 

Days above 

the National 

Standard 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

Figure 5-2: Carbon Monoxide Concentrations for San Diego (2005-2025) 
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5.3 #ÁÒÂÏÎ -ÏÎÏØÉÄÅ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ 

Table 5-5 lists the maximum carbon monoxide measurements for each carbon monoxide 
monitoring location and NCore; Figure 5-3 shows the values graphically with respect to the 
National Standard.  The annual values comparison to the National Standard is for informational 
purposes only.  

 

Table 5-5: Carbon Monoxide Concentration for San Diego by Site for the Year 2025*  

No. 
Site Site 

Abbreviation 
Maximum 8-Hr 
Concentration   

Maximum 1-Hr 
Concentration       

Number of Days 
Above  

the  
National 
Standard 

Annual 
Average 

 

(#)  (name)  (ppm) (ppm) (#) (ppm) 

1 
Lexington Elementary 

School 
LES 0.9 1.2 0 0.28 

2 Rancho Carmel Dr. RCD 1.4 3.0 0 0.46 

3 San Ysidro SAY 2.8 3.7 0 0.40 

*  Note: For informational purposes only. The annual values are not comparable to the NAAQS 

 

 

Figure 5-3: Graph of Carbon Monoxide Concentrations for San Diego by Site (2025) 
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5.4 #ÁÒÂÏÎ -ÏÎÏØÉÄÅ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

The District is federally mandated to monitor carbon monoxide levels in accordance with the CFR.  
This section will state the different minimum monitoring requirements for each program, e.g. 
ambient, Near-road, NCore, etc., that the District operates.   

The District meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for NO2 monitoring for all programs.  

5.4.1 #ÁÒÂÏÎ -ÏÎÏØÉÄÅ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ .ÅÁÒ 2ÏÁÄ 

In an effort to measure concentrations for some pollutants in communities located by highly 
trafficked roadways, the EPA instituted the Near-road monitoring program.  Table 5-6 lists the 
Near-road requirements.  The requirement for the Near-road carbon monoxide monitoring is 
stated in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 4.2.1.  
Although the requirement is for one carbon monoxide monitor to be deployed at a Near-road site, 
the District operates two.  One is located at the Rancho Carmel Drive site and the second is 
located at the 2nd Near-road site in San Ysidro.   

 

Table 5-6: Carbon Monoxide Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Near Road 

MSA 
& 

County 

Population  
from 
2020 

Census18 

Are  
Near-road 

NO2 Monitors 
Required 

Are  
Collocated  

CO Monitors 
Required 

Number of 
Collocated 

CO Monitors 
Required 

Number of 
Collocated 

CO Monitors 
Active 

Number of 
Collocated 

CO Monitors 
Needed 

(name) (#) (yes/no) (yes/no) (#) (#) (#) 

San  
Diego 

3.3  
Million 

Yes Yes 1 2 0 

 

5.4.2 #ÁÒÂÏÎ -ÏÎÏØÉÄÅ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ 
!ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒ 

Table 5-7 lists the Regional Administrator Designated Carbon Monoxide Monitoring 
requirements for the SDAB.  The requirement for the Regional Administrator Monitoring for 
carbon monoxide is stated in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 40, Part 58, Appendix 
D, Section 4.2.2(a).   
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Table 5-7: Carbon Monoxide Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Regional Administrator 

Number of  
Regional 

Administrator 
sites 

Required* 

Number of  
Regional 

Administrator 
sites 

Active 

Number of  
Regional 

Administrator 
sites  

Needed 

(#) (#) (#) 

0 0 0 

*  CO emissions in Barrio Logan were so far below the NAAQS that EPA approved the decommissioning of CO monitoring there. 

 

5.4.3 #ÁÒÂÏÎ -ÏÎÏØÉÄÅ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ .#ÏÒÅ 

The District is required to operate a CO monitor as part of the NCore multipollutant monitoring 
program.  This program was designed to measure pollutants at lower levels, low ppb-ppt range.  
Table 5-8 lists the NCore CO requirements.  The requirement for the NCore monitoring for 
carbon monoxide is stated in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 40, Part 58, Appendix 
D, Section 3(b).   

 

Table 5-8: Carbon Monoxide Minimum Monitoring Requirements - NCore 

Number of 
CO Monitors 
Required at 
Ncore Sites 

Number of  
CO Monitors 

Active at  
Ncore Sites  

Number of        
CO Monitors 
Needed at 
Ncore Sites 

Ncore 
Sites/Location 

(#) (#) (#) (name)  

1 1 0 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

 

 

5.4.4 #ÁÒÂÏÎ -ÏÎÏØÉÄÅ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ 3ÔÁÔÅ ɉ3)0Ɋ 

The District must operate one non-source monitor as part of the 2004 Revision to the 
California State Implementation Plan (SIP) for Carbon Monoxide 
(http://www.arb.ca.gov/planning/sip/co/final_2004_co_plan_update.pdf).  Table 5-9 
summarizes these requirements. 

 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/planning/sip/co/final_2004_co_plan_update.pdf
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Table 5-9: Carbon Monoxide Minimum Monitoring Requirements - State (SIP) 

Number of 
CO Monitors 

Required 
for the SIP 

Number of  
CO Monitors 

Active 
 for the SIP  

Number of 
CO Monitors 

Needed 
for the SIP 

SIP 
Sites/Locations 

(#) (#) (#) (name)  

1 1 0 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

 

5.5 #ÁÒÂÏÎ -ÏÎÏØÉÄÅ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13 

The CFR requires that for CO data to be used in regulatory determinations of compliance with the 
CO NAAQS, the CO monitors must be sited according to Federal Regulations and the sampling 
frequency must be in accordance with Federal regulations.  District CO monitors meet or exceed all 
minimum monitoring requirements and sampling frequencies, as to be able to be compared to the 
NAAQS. Table 5-10 summarizes these requirements.   

 

Table 5-10 Carbon Monoxide Suitability for Comparison to the NAAQS - Sampling Equipment 

 Parameter Code Unit Code Duration Code Equipment Method Code Frequency Method ID 

A
m

b 

Carbon monoxide* CO 42101 ppm 007 1-Hr 1 
Thermo 
48i-TLE 

Nondispersive infrared 554 7/24 RFCA-0981-554 

N
c
o

re
 

Carbon monoxide 
Trace Level 

CO 42101 ppb 008 1-Hr 1 
Thermo 
48i-TLE 

Nondispersive infrared 554 7/24 RFCA-0981-554 

*Carbon monoxide analyzer operated in 20 ppm range. 
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6 35,&52 $)/8)$% ɉ3/ςɊ 

6.1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

The District operates one SO2 monitor within the Regional Air Monitoring Network.  This SO2 
monitor is located at the Lexington Elementary School site in El Cajon as part of the NCore 
Program.  This monitor is a trace level analyzer.  The map of the SO2 monitoring network is shown 
in Figure 6-1.  SO2 was monitored on a continuous (7/24) basis.  The sulfur dioxide standards of the 
year are listed in Table 6-1.  The minimum requirements for the number of SO2 monitors are stated 
in the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR, Part 58, Appendix D).  For additional information on the 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ b/ƻǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Chapter 10: National Core (NCore).   

The District meets or exceeds the requirements for SO2 monitoring 

 

 

Figure 6-1: Sulfur Dioxide Network Map 
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Table 6-1: Sulfur Dioxide State and National Standards for the Year 

Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Pollutant 
Averaging  

Time 

California Standards National Standards 

Concentration Primary Secondary 

Sulfur Dioxide 
(SO2) 

1 hour 0.25 ppm (665 µg/m3) 75 ppb (196 µg/m3) Not Applicable 

3 hour Not Applicable Not Applicable 0.5 ppm (1300 µg/m3) 

24 hour 0.04 ppm (105 µg/m3) 
Not Applicable 
in San Diego 

Not Applicable 

Annual 
Arithmetic Mean 

Not Applicable 
Not Applicable  
in San Diego 

Not Applicable 

 

Table 6-2: Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Summary 

CFR Programs 
Requirements 

for 
SO2 Monitors 

(name) 

Site 
Abbreviation 

Number of 
SO2 Monitors 

Required 
 

(#) 

Number of 
Active             

SO2 Monitors 

 
(#) 

Number of 
Needed            

SO2 Monitors 

 
(#) 

Reference (40 
CFR, Part 58, 
Appendix D) 

PWEI LES 

0 0 0* 4.4.2(a), 
4.4.2(1) 

NCore 1 1 0 3(b) 

* For the SDAB, the Population Weighted Emissions Index (PWEI) is less than 5,000.  A PWEI between 5,000 and 100,000 
requires a minimum of one SO2 monitor.  

 

Table 6-3: Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Monitoring Network 

Abbreviation LES 

Name 
Lexington 

Elementary 
School 

AQS ID 06-073-1022 

S
O 2

 

Monitor Type SLAMS 

Method FL 

Affiliation NCore 

Spatial Scale NS 

Site Type PE 

Objective 
(Federal) 

PI, 
NAAQS 

Equipment 
Thermo  
43i-TLE 

 



San Diego County APCD  Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Annual Network Report 2025 

10124 Old Grove Rd. San Diego, CA 92131 Page 78 of 230 

   

 

6.2 3ÕÌÆÕÒ $ÉÏØÉÄÅ ɉ3/ςɊ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ 

6.2.1 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ φτ 9ÅÁÒÓ 

Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) emissions have declined significantly in California over the last 20 years due 
to improved source controls and switching from fuel oil to natural gas for electric generation 
and industrial boilers.  Table 6-4 shows the SO2 concentrations for San Diego over the last 20 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  bƻǘŜΥ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀȅǎ !ōƻǾŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ Ǌƻǿ ƛƴ Table 6-4 reflect the SO2 standard for 
that year. The measurements of SO2 in San Diego over the last 20 years is shown in Figure 6-1. 

The minimum requirements for the number of SO2 monitors are stated in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (40 CFR, Part 58, Appendix D).  The District meets the requirements for SO2 
monitors. 

 

Table 6-4: Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Concentrations for San Diego for the Previous 20 Years 2005 - 2025 

Maximum  
1-Hr 

Concentration 
(ppm) 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

0.040 0.045 0.027 0.037 0.029 0.027 0.001 0.002 0.007 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.003 0.001 0.002 0.002 0.001 0.001 0.001 

 
0.001 

Maximum 24-
Hrs 

Concentration 
(ppm) 

0.013 0.011 0.009 0.008 0.009 0.008 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

 
0.001 

Maximum 
Annual 
Average 
(ppm) 

0.005 0.004 0.003 0.003 0.004 0.002 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

 
0.000 

Days above the 
National 
Standard 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 
0 
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Figure 6-2: Graph of Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Concentrations for San Diego (2005-2025) 

 

6.2.2 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ $ÅÓÉÇÎ 6ÁÌÕÅ 

Table 6-5 lists the maximum sulfur dioxide measurements for the NCore monitoring location 
and Figure 6-3 shows the values graphically with respect to the National Standard. 

 

Table 6-5: Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Concentrations for San Diego by Site for the Design Value 2023 - 2025 

Site 
Site 

Abbreviation 
Design Value 

Maximum Concentration  
1-Hr  

Number of 
Days Above  

National Standard 

 
 (ppm) (#) 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

LES 0.001 0 
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Figure 6-3: Graph of Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Concentrations for San Diego by Site for the Design Value  

 

6.3 3ÕÌÆÕÒ $ÉÏØÉÄÅ ɉ3/ςɊ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

The District is federally mandated to monitor SO2 levels in accordance with the CFR.  This section will 
state the different monitoring requirements for each program, ambient, NCore, etc. that the District 
operates and the references therein (Note: only the passages applicable/informative to the District 
are referenced).  These monitors can serve as fulfilling other SO2 network requirements, e.g. ambient 
SO2 monitor can fulfill a PAMS SO2 monitor requirement.   

The District meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for SO2 monitoring for all programs. 

6.3.1 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ Ȥ .#ÏÒÅ 

The District is required to operate an NCore site.  There are several associated requirements to 
operate this NCore site.  The requirement for SO2 at NCore is stated in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 3(b)).  Table 6-6 lists NCore Sulfur Dioxide 
(SO2) monitoring requirements. 

 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Table 6-6: Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Minimum Monitoring Requirements - NCore 

MSA 
& 

County 

Number of 
NCore 

SO2 Monitors 
Required 

Number of 
NCore 

SO2 Monitors 
Active 

Number of 
NCore 

SO2 Monitors 
Needed 

Met     
NAAQS? 

 
(#) (#) (#) (yes/no) 

San 
Diego 

1 1 0 yes 

 

6.3.2 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ !ÍÂÉÅÎÔ 

The procedure to determine the minimum number of ambient level monitors required is 
different than the other gaseous criteria pollutants.  The number of monitors is based on the 
population weighted emissions index (PWEI) for the area (San Diego County).  It is based on the 
total SO2 emissions in the air basin with respect to the population of the air basin.  The total SO2 
emissions for San Diego County are obtained from the EPA National Emissions Inventory (NEI) 
2020 NEI Data Retrieval Tool.  The population is from the most recent census.  Table 6-7 lists 
the data used to calculate the PWEI for San Diego County.  If the PWEI is below 5,000 MP-TPY, 
the District is not required to deploy an SO2 monitor.  Table 6-8 lists this requirement.  The 
requirement for determining the number of ambient SO2 monitors based on the PWEI is stated 
in the Code of Federal Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 4.4.2(a) and Section 
4.4.2(1)). 

 

Table 6-7: Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Minimum Monitoring Requirements - 2020 EPA NEI SO2 

MSA 
& 

County 

Population 
from 

2020 Census27F 

Total SO2 
Emissions 

from 
NEI 

Total SO2 
Emissions 

÷ 
1,000,000 

Calculated PWEI= 
Total SO2 Emissions 

x 
Population 

(name) (yes/no) (tons/yr) (TPY-1M) (Mpeople-TPY) 

San Diego 3.3 
Million 

671 0.000671 2,214 

 

Table 6-8: Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Ambient 

Calculated  
PWEI 

Are the 
Emissions 

<5,000  
MP-TPY? 

Number of 
Required 

SO2 Monitors  
Monitors 

Number of  
Active 

SO2 Monitors  
Monitors  

Number of  
Ambient 

SO2 Monitors   
Needed 

(MP-TPY) (yes/no) (#) (#) (#) 

2,214 Yes 0 0 0 

 

https://awsedap.epa.gov/public/single/?appid=20230c40-026d-494e-903f-3f112761a208&sheet=5d3fdda7-14bc-4284-a9bb-cfd856b9348d&opt=ctxmenu,currsel
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6.4 3ÕÌÆÕÒ $ÉÏØÉÄÅ ɉ3/ςɊ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13 

The CFR requires that for SO2 data to be used in regulatory determinations of compliance with the 
SO2 NAAQS, the SO2 monitors must be sited according to Federal Regulations28F and the sampling 
frequency must be in accordance with Federal regulations29F.  All District SO2 monitors meet or 
exceed all minimum monitoring requirements and sampling frequencies, as to be able to be 
compared to the NAAQS. Table 6-9 summarizes these requirements. 

 

Table 6-9: Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Suitability for Comparison to the NAAQS - Sampling Equipment 

 Parameter Code Unit Code Duration Code Equipment Method Code 
Freque

ncy 
Method ID 

N
c
o

re
 

Sulfur dioxide 
Trace Level 

SO2 42101 ppb 008 
1-Hr 

5-min 
1 
H 

Thermo 
43i-TLE 

Fluorescence 560 7/24 EQSA-0486-060 
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7 ,%!$ ɉ0ÂɊ 

7.1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

Regulatory Lead (Pb) was sampled for at one location in the SDAB (Figure 7-1 and Table 7-2) and 
referenced to the lead standards of the year (Table 7-1). Source level lead was sampled at 
McClellan-Palomar airport.  In the 2024 Annual Network Report, the District requested a waiver to 
discontinue lead monitoring at this site. The U.S. EPA approved the waiver, and monitoring at 
McClellan-Palomar Airport will cease beginning January 2026. For additional details, refer to the 
EPA approval letter included at the end of this report. 

 

 

Figure 7-1: Lead Network Map 

 

Table 7-1: Lead State and National Standards for the Year 

Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Pollutant 
Averaging  

Time 

California Standards National Standards 

Concentration Primary Secondary 

Lead 
(Pb) 

30 Day Average 1.5 µg/m3 Not Applicable Not Applicable 

Calendar 
Quarter 

Not Applicable 
1.5 µg/m3 

(for certain areas) 
1.5 µg/m3 

(for certain areas) 

Rolling 3-Month 
Average 

Not Applicable 0.15 µg/m3 0.15 µg/m3 
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Table 7-2: Lead Monitoring Requirements - Summary 

Pb-TSP Samplers  
Requirements for Pb-TSP Samplers 

for CFR Programs 

Site  
Abbreviation 

Number of 
Pb-TSP Samplers 

Required      

Number of   
Pb-TSP Samplers 

 Active  

Number of Pb-
TSP Samplers 

Needed  

Reference  
(40 CFR, Part 58,) 

(name)  (#) (#) (#)  

Source (non-Airport)  -- 0 0 0 Appendix D, 4.5(a) 

Source (Airport) -- 0 0 0 Appendix D, 4.5(a) 

Airport Study CRQ 0 0 0 Appendix D, 4.5(iii) 

Airport Study Exceedance CRQ 1* 1 0 -- 

Regional Administrator -- 0 0 0 Appendix D, 4.5 

QA Collocation CRQ 1 1 0 Appendix A, 3.4.4.1 

QAC filters sent to EPA for analysis CRQ 4 4 0 Appendix A, 3.4.7 

*  The District is seeking EPA approval to discontinue regulatory lead sampling at Palomar Airport. 

 

Table 7-3: Lead Sampling Network 

 Abbreviation CRQ 

Name Palomar Airport 

AQS ID 06-073-1023 

L
e
a

d 

Monitor 
Type 

SLAMS SLAMS 

Monitor 
Designation 

PRI QAC 

Method HV HV 

Affiliation 
Not  

Applicable 
Not  

Applicable 

Spatial Scale MI MI 

Site Type SO QA 

Objective 
(Federal) 

NAAQS NAAQS 

Analysis APCD APCD 

Frequency 1:6 1:6 

Equipment 
Tisch TE-

5170BLVFC+ 
Tisch TE-

5170BLVFC+ 
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7.2 ,ÅÁÄ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ 

7.2.1 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ φτ 9ÅÁÒÓ 

The rapid decrease in lead emissions since the 1980s can be attributed primarily to phasing out 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ ƎŀǎƻƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎ ōȅ 9t! ŀƴŘ /!w.Φ bƻǘŜΥ  ǘƘŜ ά5ŀȅǎ !ōƻǾŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ 
row in Table 7-4 and Figure 7-2 reflect the lead standard for that year.  No Testing (NT) was 
done in the SDAB from 1997 until 2012.  The measured concentration for 2012 is from the 
NCore location, which is categorized as neighborhood scale and representative concentrations.  
The airport sampler is categorized as source impact and microscale and is not considered 
representative concentrations. 

Table 7-4: Lead Concentrations for San Diego for the Last 20 Years 2005 - 2025 

Maximum 

Calendar 

Quarter 

(µg/m3) 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

NT NT NT NT NT NT NT 0.006 0.007 0.010 0.015 0.010 0.020 0.020 0.020 0.020 0.020 0.010 0.020 0.020 

 

0.020 

Maximum 

Rolling  

3-Month 

Average 

(µg/m3) 

NT NT NT NT NT NT NT 0.006 0.007 0.011 0.015 0.010 0.020 0.020 0.020 0.020 0.020 0.010 0.020 0.020 

 

 

0.020 

Days above 

the National 

Standard 

NT NT NT NT NT NT NT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

0 

 

 

Figure 7-2: Lead Concentrations for San Diego* (2005 ς 2025)  

*Sampling began in the year 2012 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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7.2.2 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ 9ÅÁÒ 

Table 7-5 lists the maximum lead measurements for each lead monitoring location; Figure 7-3 
shows the values graphically with respect to the National Standard. 

 

Table 7-5: Lead Concentrations for San Diego by Site for the Year 2025 

Site 
Site 

Abbreviation 
Maximum 

Rolling  
3-Month 
Average 

2025 

Design Value 
2025 

Number of  
Days Above  

the  
NAAQS    
2025 

 (name)  (µg/m3) (µg/m3)  (#) 

Palomar Airport* CRQ 0.020 0.020 0 

*Source impact and microscale monitors 

 

 

Figure 7-3: Graph of Lead Concentrations for San Diego by Site for the Year  

 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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7.3 ,ÅÁÄ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

The District is federally mandated to monitor Pb levels in accordance with the CFR.  This section will 
state the different minimum monitoring requirements for each program, e.g. ambient, NCore, 
Airports, etc. that the District operates and the references therein (Note: only the passages 
applicable/informative to the District are referenced). 

The District meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for lead monitoring for all programs.   

 

7.3.1 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÎÏÎȤ!ÉÒÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ 3ÏÕÒÃÅÓ 

The procedure to determine the minimum number of non-Airport source level monitors required 
is based on any non-Airport source emitting more than 0.5 tons/year of Pb emissions (40 CFR, Part 
58, Appendix D, Section 4.5(a)).  Table 7-6 lists these requirements for non-Airport sources.  The 
procedure to determine the minimum number of Airport source level monitors is the same, 
except that the threshold is 1.0 tons/year.  Table 7-7 lists these requirements for Airport source 
level sampling.  The sources and their Pb emissions are from the latest published EPA NEI 
database (2020 NEI Data Retrieval Tool). 

 

Table 7-6: Lead Minimum Monitoring Requirements - non-Airport Source Based on the 2020 NEI 

MSA  
& 

County 

From NEI31F

   

Any  
Non-Airport 
Pb Sources  
>0.5 TPY? 

From NEI 
What is the 

Largest  
Non-Airport 
Pb Source? 

 

From NEI 
What is the 

Largest  
Non-Airport 
Pb Emissions 

Rate? 

Number of 
Non-Airport 

Sources  
Pb Monitors 

Required 

Number of 
Non-Airport 

Sources  
Pb Monitors 

Active 

Number of 
Non-Airport 

Sources  
Pb Monitors 

Needed 

(name) (yes/no)  (TPY) (#) (#) (#) 

San 
Diego 

No 
Camp 

Pendleton 
0.23 0 0 0 

 

 

Table 7-7: Lead Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Airport Source based on 2020 NEI 

MSA 
& 

County 

From NEI 
Any  

Airport 
Pb Sources  
>=1.0 TPY? 

From NEI 
What is the 

Largest  
Airport 

Pb Source 

From NEI 
What is the 

Largest Airport 
Pb Emissions 

Rate? 

Number of 
Airport 
Sources  

Pb Monitors 
Required 

Number of 
Airport 
Sources  

Pb Monitors 
Active 

Number of 
Airport 
Sources  

Pb Monitors 
Needed 

(name) (yes/no) (TPY) (TPY) (#) (#) (#) 

San 
Diego 

No 
Montgomery 

Field 
0.62 0 0 0 

 

https://awsedap.epa.gov/public/single/?appid=20230c40-026d-494e-903f-3f112761a208&sheet=5d3fdda7-14bc-4284-a9bb-cfd856b9348d&opt=ctxmenu,currsel
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7.3.2 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 3ÔÕÄÙ 

One EPA regulation states that if an airport emits less than 1.0 TPY of Pb emissions, no source 
sampling is required.  The EPA added a regulation that listed several airports to undergo 
temporary Pb sampling, regardless if the NEI listed Pb emissions were less than 1.0 TPY (40 CFR, 
Part 58, Appendix D, Section 4.5(iii)).  Table D-3A from the 40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D, Section 
4.5(iii) (Table 7-8 within this document) lists the Airports selected for monitoring lead.  If 
emissions exceeded the NAAQS by 50%, the sampler was to become permanent, or until the 
emissions were proven to be less than 50% of the NAAQS (over a minimum 3-yr period).  Table 7-
8 lists these requirements. 

 

Table 7-8: Airports to be Monitored for Lead from 40 CFR Part 58 Appendix D Table D-3A 

Airport 
County State 

McClellan-Palomar San Diego CA 

Gillespie Field San Diego CA 

 

7.3.2.1 -Ã#ÌÅÌÌÁÎ ɀ 0ÁÌÏÍÁÒ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ 

The Airport study at McClellan-Palomar Airport officially concluded and the airport did not 
pass the minimum tolerances.  Consequently, permanent sampling was established.  The 
concentrations for lead have met the waiver criteria (three continuous years of sampling at 
this location and less than 50% of the NAAQS) and the District is requesting the cessation of 
regulatory lead sampling (please see waiver attached at the end of this report).  EPA has not 
approved ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ for discontinuation of Pb monitoring at Palomar Airport, and 
EPA Region 9 will continue to work with EPA Headquarters to determine discontinuation 
eligibility. 

 

7.3.2.2 'ÉÌÌÅÓÐÉÅ &ÉÅÌÄ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ 

The Airport study at Gillespie Field officially concluded and it was determined by EPA to 
discontinue all lead sampling at this airport. 

 

7.3.3 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒ 

The EPA Regional Administrator may require additional lead sampling beyond what is required 
in section 4.5 particularly near industrial sources of lead. No industrial sources of lead have 
required additional monitoring as directed by the EPA Regional Administrator (Title 40 CFR, Part 
58, Appendix D, Section 4.5).  Table 7-9 lists these requirements. 
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Table 7-9: Lead Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Regional Administrator 

MSA 
& 

County 

Number of 
Regional 

Administrator 
Pb Monitors 

Required 

Number of 
Regional 

Administrator 
Pb Monitors 

Active 

Number of 
Regional 

Administrator 
Pb Monitors 

Needed 
(name) (#) (#) (#) 

San 
Diego 

0 0 0 

 

7.3.4 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ 1! #ÏÌÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ Ǫ &ÉÌÔÅÒ 3ÕÂÍÉÔÔÁÌ ÔÏ %0! 

Table 7-10 summarizes the collocation requirements for quality assurance purposes listed in 
the CFR Title 40, Part 58, Appendix A, Section 3.4.4.1 and Section 3.4.7.  The minimum 
monitoring requirements for QA collocation corresponds to one collocated sampler.  This 
collocated sampler is located at Palomar Airport (CRQ). As part of the requirement, the District 
sends four quality control filters to the EPA for analysis 

 

Table 7-10: Lead Minimum Requirements - QA Collocation and Filter Submittal to EPA 

Number of  
Pb-TSP 

Samplers 
Required 

Number of  
Pb-TSP 

Samplers 
Active 

Number of  
Pb-TSP 

Samplers 
Calculated for 
Collocation 

Number of 
Pb-TSP 

Samplers 
Active for 

Collocation 

Number of 
Pb-TSP 

Samplers 
Needed for 
Collocation 

Location of 
Collocated  

Site 

Are four 
collocated 

samples sent 
to PEP 

laboratory for 
analysis? 

(#) (#) (#) (#) (#)  (name) (yes/no) 

1 1 1 x (15%) = 1 1 0 
Palomar  
(CRQ) 

06-073-1023 
Yes 

 

7.4 ,ÅÁÄ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13  

The Code of Federal Regulations (Title 40, Part 58.12) requires that for Pb-TSP data to be used in 
regulatory determinations of compliance with the Pb NAAQS, the Pb-¢{t ǎŀƳǇƭŜǊǎΩ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ 
frequency must be in accordance with Federal regulations. All District Pb-TSP samplers meet or 
exceed all minimum monitoring requirements for the sampling frequency and can be compared to 
the NAAQS.  Table 7-11 summarizes these requirements.  
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Table 7-11: Lead Suitability for Comparison to the NAAQS - Sampling Equipment 

What is the 
Minimum  

EPA 
Permitted 
Sampling 

Frequency? 

What is the 
Actual 

Sampling 
Frequency? 

Does the 
Actual 

Sampling  
Frequency 
Meet EPA 

Specifications? 

(#) (#) (yes/no) 

1:6 1:6 yes 
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8 0!24)#5,!4% -!44%2 ςȢυ АÍ ɉ0-ςȢυɊ 

8.1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

The District operates PM2.5 monitors at nine monitoring sites throughout the Regional Air 
Monitoring Network.  The PM2.5 Network Map (Figure 8-1) shows all the air monitoring sites with 
PM2.5 monitors. The annual standards for PM2.5 are listed in Table 8-1.  In 2024, the annual 
standard for PM2.5 was lowered from 12 µg/m3 to 9 µg/m3.  The minimum requirements for the 
number of PM2.5 monitors are stated in the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR, Part 58, Appendix 
D).  There are several requirements that must be fulfilled for PM2.5 monitors.  To fulfill the 
requirements, the District operates samplers that are designated as a Federal Equivalence method 
(FEM) and samplers that are designated as a Federal Reference Method (FRM) throughout the 
Regional Air Monitoring Network.  The FEM sampler is a continuous sampler and reports data 
hourly.  The FRM sampler is a sequential filter-based sampler and samples every three days.  The 
minimum requirements are summarized in Table 8-2 below.  A more detailed explanation of each 
PM2.5 sampler requirement is discussed in this chapter.  

The District operates a network of continuous particulate matter analyzers, with one exception.  
The District still operates one required sequential PM2.5 sampler that is designated as a Federal 
Reference Method (FRM) at Lexington Elementary School in El Cajon as part of the NCore program 
requirements.  The FEM continuous PM2.5 samplers fulfill the general sampler requirements for 
PM2.5 in the Regional Air Monitoring Network as well as the requirements for continuous analyzers.  
A PM2.5 sampler deployed at one monitoring site can fulfill several of the requirements listed in the 
CFR.   

The District is seeking an alternative location for the air monitoring site in Escondido.  The District 
meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for PM2.5 manual monitoring for all programs with the 
exception of the number of PM2.5 FRM SIP samplers due to site relocations.  
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Figure 8-1: PM2.5 Network Map 
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Table 8-1: PM2.5 State and National Standards for the Year 

Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Pollutant Averaging  
Time 

California Standards National Standards 

Concentration Primary Secondary 

Fine 
Particulate Matter  

(PM2.5) 

24 hour Not Applicable 35 µg/m3 35 µg/m3 

Annual 
Arithmetic Mean 

12 µg/m3 9 µg/m3 15 µg/m3 

 

Table 8-2: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Summary 

CFR Programs 
PM2.5 Samplers  
Requirements 

Site 
Abbreviation  

Number of 
PM2.5 Samplers  

Required      

Number of   
PM2.5 Samplers  

 Active  

Number of   
PM2.5 Samplers 

 Needed  

Reference Section 
(40 CFR, Part 58) 

(name)  (#) (#) (#)  

General Requirements  See Table 8-3 3 9 0 
App. D, 4.7.1(a) 

Table D-5 

California Particulate Matter Network (non-
microscale)  

See Table 8-3 5 7 0  

Design Value Maximum Concentration, 24-Hr  DVN 1 1 0 App. D, 4.7.1 (a) 

Design Value Maximum Concentration, Annual 
Average 

DVN 1 1 0 App. D, 4.7.1 (a) 

Expected Maximum Concentration, 24-Hr  DVN 1 1 0 App. D, 4.7.1(b)(1) 

Expected Maximum Concentration, Annual Average DVN 1 1 0 App. D, 4.7.1(b)(1) 

Near-road RCD, SAY 1 2 0 App. D, 4.7.1(b)(2) 

Poor Air Quality SES 1 1 0 App. D, 4.7.1(b)(3) 

NCore Filter-based (Sequential) Sampler LES 1 1 0 App. D, 3(b) 

NCore Coarse Particulate Matter (PM10-2.5) Criteria  LES 1 1 0 App. D, 4.8.1(a) 

QA Collocation LES, KVR 1 2 0 
App. A 3.2.3.1 & 

3.2.3.2(b), Table A-2 

Continuous Monitor at NCore Site LES 1 1 0 App D, 3(b) 

Continuous PM2.5 Sampler  See Table 8-3 2 9 0 App. D, 4.7.2 

Continuous PM2.5 FEM Sampler Collocation LES, KVR 0 2 0 App. D, 4.7.2 
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Table 8-3: PM2.5 Sampling Network 

Site Abbreviation ALP CMP CVA LES KVR DVN SES RCD SAY 

Site Name 
Alpine Camp Pendleton Chula Vista Lexington  

Elementary School 
Kearny Villa Rd. Donovan Sherman 

Elementary 
School 

Rancho Carmel 
Dr. 

San Ysidro 

AQS ID 06-073-1006 06-073-1008 06-073-0001 06-073-1022 06-073-1016 06-073-1014 06-073-1026 06-073-1017 06-073-1025 

P
M

2
.5
 (
n
o
n-

s
p
e

c
ia

te
d
) 

Monitor 
Type 

SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS 

Designation PRI PRI PRI PRI QAC PRI QAC PRI PRI PRI PRI 

Method BS BS BS BS 
SQ 

(FRM) 
BS BS BS BS BS BS 

Affiliation N/A N/A N/A NCore NCore N/A N/A N/A N/A NR NR 

Spatial Scale US US NS NS NS NS NS NS NS MS MS 

Site Type PE PE PE PE HC PE PE PE PE SO SO 

Objective 
(Federal) 

NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS 

Analysis APCD APCD APCD APCD APCD APCD APCD APCD APCD APCD APCD 

Frequency 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 1:3 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 

Equipment Teledyne T640x Teledyne T640x Teledyne T640x 
Teledyne 

T640x 
Met One 

E-SEQ-FRM 
Teledyne 

T640x 
Teledyne T640x 

Teledyne 
T640x 

Teledyne 
T640x 

Teledyne T640x Teledyne T640x 
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8.2 0-ςȢυ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ ςπ 9ÅÁÒÓ 

Annual average PM2.5 concentrations in the County are reported in the table below, see Table 8-4.  
The 98th percentile of 24-Hr PM2.5 concentrations showed variability within this period, a reflection 
of changes in meteorology and the influence of the 2007 wildfires.  Furthermore, the standard was 
ƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ нллтΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ά5ŀȅǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέΦ  Note: 
ǘƘŜ ά5ŀȅǎ !ōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ Ǌƻǿ ƛƴ Table 8-4 reflects the PM2.5 standard for that year.  In 2024, 
the annual standard for PM2.5 was lowered from 12 µg/m3 to 9 µg/m3.  Figure 8-2 graphs the San 
Diego Air Basin (SDAB) PM2.5 concentrations over the last twenty years. 

 

Table 8-4: PM2.5 Concentrations (24-Hr Maximum) for San Diego for the Last 20 Years 

Maximum 

24-Hr 

Concentration 

(µg/m3) 

2005 2006 
2007

* 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

44.1 63.3 126.2 42.0 65.0 33.3 34.7 70.7 56.3 36.7 33.5 34.4 42.7 41.9 23.8 51.9 30.2 26.4 40.7 45.4 59.2 

Days above the 

National Std 
0 1 17 3 3 0 0 2 2 1 0 0 1 1 0 3 0 0 1 6 8 

*Wildfires in San Diego County 

 

 

Figure 8-2: PM2.5 Concentrations (24-Hr Maximum) for San Diego* (2005-2025) 

*Wildfires occurred in 2007 

 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


San Diego County APCD  Particulate Matter 2.5 µM (PM2.5) Annual Network Report 2025 

10124 Old Grove Rd. San Diego, CA 92131 Page 98 of 230 

   

 

Table 8-5 below lists the maximum PM2.5 concentrations for 24-Hrs and the Annual average for 
each site with a PM2.5 sampler.  This is for informational purposes only.  The NAAQS is determined 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ±ŀƭǳŜ ό5±ύ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aŀȄƛƳǳƳ нп-Hr or 
Annual Average concentration, which is reported in the table below. Figure 8-3 plots the PM2.5 

Concentrations (24-Hr and Annual Average) for San Diego by Site for the Year. 

 

Table 8-5: PM2.5 Concentrations (24-Hr and Annual Average) for San Diego by Site 

Site 
(Name) 

Site Abbrev 
Maximum 24-Hr 
Concentration*  

(µg/m3) 

Annual 
Average*  
(µg/m3) 

Number of  
Days Above the  

National Standard 
Alpine ALP 30.1 6.2 0 

Camp Pendleton CMP 29.4 8.3 0 

Chula Vista CVA 48.7 9.8 2 

Lexington Elementary 
School 

LES 36.4** 9.2 0 

Kearny Villa Road KVR 25.0 8.5 0 

Donovan DVN 49.5 14.3 3 

Sherman Elementary 
School 

SES 34.3 10.6 0 

Rancho Carmel Drive RCD 20.7 8.2 0 

San Ysidro SAY 59.2 13.9 7 

*For informational purposes only.  NAAQS is determined using the Design Value (DV) calculation. 
**Maximum value at Lexington Elementary School was measured on collocated MetOne E-SEQ-FRM instrument 
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Figure 8-3: PM2.5 Concentrations (24-Hr and Annual Average) for San Diego*Ϟ (2025) 

*24-Hr Std (35 µg/m3) and Annual Std (12 µg/m3) are for informational purposes only. NAAQS is determined using the 
Design Value (DV) calculation. 

 

8.2.1 $ÅÓÉÇÎ 6ÁÌÕÅÓ ÆÏÒ 0-φȢω #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ "Ù 3ÉÔÅ 

For PM2.5, a Design Value is calculated for both the 24-Hr and Annual Average.  Table 8-6 lists 
the 24-Hr PM2.5 Design Values calculated for each site. Table 8-7 lists the Annual Average PM2.5 

Design Values calculated for each site.  Figures 8-4 and Figure 8-5 show the plots of the Design 
Values for each site and are compared to the National Standards for the 24-Hr and Annual 
Average, respectively.  The District transitioned from the sequential sampling method to a 
continuous method starting in 2022.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Table 8-6: 24 Hour Design Value for PM2.5 Concentrations for San Diego by Site 2023 to 2025 

Site 
(Name) 

Site 
Abbrev 

24-Hr 
Design 
Value 
(DV) 

 
(µg/m3) 

Number of Days 
Above the 24-Hr 

NAAQS 

Is the 24-Hr DV 
җ ур҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

NAAQS 
 

(yes/no) 

Is the 24-Hr DV 
< 85% of the 

NAAQS 
 

(yes/no) 

Does the 24-Hr 
DV Meet the 

NAAQS? 
 

(yes/no) 

Alpine ALP 15 0 No yes yes 

Camp Pendleton CMP 18 0 No yes yes 

Chula Vista CVA 22 2 No yes yes 

Lexington Elementary 
School 

LES 18 1* No yes yes 

Kearny Villa Road KVR 18 0 No yes yes 

Donovan DVN 30 3 yes no yes 

Sherman Elementary 
School 

SES 23 0 No yes yes 

Rancho Carmel Drive RCD 16 0 No yes yes 

San Ysidro SAY 34 7 yes no yes 

*Maximum value at Lexington Elementary School was measured on collocated MetOne E-SEQ-FRM instrument 

Table 8-7: Annual Average Design Value for PM2.5 Concentrations for San Diego by Site 2023 to 2025 

Site 

(Name) 

Site 

Abbrev 

Annual Average 

Design Value 

(DV) 

 

 

(µg/m3) 

Is the Annual 

Average DV 

 җ ур҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

NAAQS 

 

(yes/no) 

Is the Annual 

Average DV 

 < 85% of the 

NAAQS 

 

(yes/no) 

Does the Annual 

Average DV 

Meet the 

NAAQS? 

 

(yes/no) 

Alpine ALP 6.3 No Yes Yes 

Camp Pendleton CMP 8.0 Yes No Yes 

Chula Vista CVA 9.5 Yes No No 

Lexington 

Elementary School 
LES 9.0 Yes No Yes 

Kearny Villa Road KVR 7.9 Yes No Yes 

Donovan DVN 13.6 Yes No No 

Sherman 

Elementary School 
SES 9.7 Yes No No 

Rancho Carmel 

Drive 
RCD 7.6 No Yes Yes 

San Ysidro SAY 14.1 Yes No No 
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Figure 8-4: Graph of 24-Hr Design Value for PM2.5 Concentrations by Site (2023-2025) 

 

 

Figure 8-5:Graph of Annual Average Design Value for PM2.5 Concentrations by Site (2023-2025) 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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8.3 0-ςȢυ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

8.3.1 0-φȢω -ÁÎÕÁÌ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ $ÅÓÉÇÎ #ÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ 
ɉφψȤ(ÒȢ ÁÎÄ !ÎÎÕÁÌ !ÖÅÒÁÇÅɊ 

The District is required to operate a minimum number of PM2.5 samplers irrespective of the 
PM2.5 network affiliation.  To ascertain the minimum number of samplers required for ambient 
air sampling, the Highest Concentration value must be calculated.  For a MSA population of 
greater than 1,000,000, the number of required monitors is based on Table D-5 of Appendix D 
to Part 58 (Table 8-8) of the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 40. 

 

Table 8-8: Table D-5 of Appendix D Part 58 - PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements 

MSA population Most recent 3-year 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǾŀƭǳŜ җур҈ ƻŦ 

any PM2.5  NAAQS 

Most recent 3-year                    
design value <85%                                       
of any PM2.5 NAAQS 

(#) (#) (#) 

>1,000,000 3 2 

 

Based on the recent census, San Diego has a population of 3.3 million people.  This corresponds 
to three required PM2.5 samplers to meet the requirements for ambient monitoring. The District 
operates nine throughout the network and is shown in Table 8-9. 

 

Table 8-9: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements ς General Requirements 

MSA 
& 

County 

Population 
Estimated 

from 
2020 Census 

Number of  
Required 

PM2.5 Samplers 

Number of  
Active  
PM2.5  

Samplers 

Number of 
Needed 
PM2.5  

Samplers  
(name) (#) (#) (#) (#) 

San 
Diego 

3.3 
Million  

3 9 0 

 

There is a federal annual standard and a federal 24-hour standard for PM2.5.  The site locations 
for the Annual Design Value and the 24-Hr Design Value are reported in Table 8-10 and Table 8-
11, respectively. 
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Table 8-10: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Design Criteria (Annual Average) 

Annual 
Design Value  

 
 

2023-2025      

Annual 
Design Value 

 Location 

Is the  
Annual 

Design Value                          
җ ур҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

 NAAQS? 

Is the  
Annual 

Design Value                          
< 85% of the 

NAAQS? 

Does the  
Annual 

Design Value 
Meet the 
NAAQS? 

(µg/m3) (name) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) 

14.1 
San Ysidro  

(SAY) 
06-073-1025 

yes no no 

 

Table 8-11: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements ς Design Criteria (24-Hr) 

24-hr 
Design Value 

 
  

2023-2025     

24-hr 
Design Value 

 Location 

Is the  
24-hr 

Design Value                          
җ ур҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

 NAAQS? 

Is the  
24-hrl 

Design Value                          
< 85% of the 

NAAQS? 

Does the  
24-hr 

Design Value 
Meet the 
NAAQS? 

(µg/m3) (name) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) 

34 
San Ysidro 

(SAY) 
06-073-1025 

yes no yes 

 

8.3.2 0-φȢω -ÁÎÕÁÌ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ 
#ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ ɉ3)0Ɋ 

In 1998, the San Diego Air Pollution Control District, in partnership with the California Air 
Resources Board (ARB), developed a PM-fine monitoring network to implement the new PM2.5 
b!!v{ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ aŀǘǘŜǊ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴέΦ  
Table 8-12 summarizes these requirements. 

¢ƘŜ 9t! wŜƎƛƻƴ ф ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ !w.Ωǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
placement of the PM2.5 monitors within each district and the location of the collocated 
monitors for each district to satisfy the sampling and quality assurance requirements of 40 CFR 
Part 58.  Any changes to the PM2.5 network in the SDAB will be undertaken in partnership and 
with advisement of ARB.  If a PM2.5 monitor is violating the NAAQS and the District is forced to 
relocate the station or the sampler, the District will provide a minimum 30-day period for public 
review, prior to the relocation of the monitor or the station. 
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Table 8-12: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements ς State (SIP) 

MSA 
& 

County 

Population 
Estimated 

from 
2020 Census 

Number of 
PM2.5 Samplers 

Required 
(non- microscale) 

Number of 
PM2.5 Samplers 

Active 

Number of 
PM2.5  

Samplers 
Needed 

(name) (#) (#) (#) (#) 

San 
Diego 

3.3 
Million 

5 7*  0 

*Near-road is microscale and cannot be used in this total. 

 

8.3.3 0-φȢω -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ 3ÉÔÅ ÏÆ %ØÐÅÃÔÅÄ 
-ÁØÉÍÕÍ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ɉφψȤ(Ò ÁÎÄ !ÎÎÕÁÌ !ÖÅÒÁÇÅɊ 

The District is required to designate PM2.5 sampling at the site of expected maximum 
concentrations with respect to the 24-Hr and annual average NAAQS.  For the District these 
locations can change yearly.  Most recently, the 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ ǎƛǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ 
maximum concentrations for the Annual Average and the San Ysidro site has the expected 
maximum concentrations for the 24-Hr Design Values.  Table 8-13 lists the site of the expected 
maximum concentration (24-Hr and annual). 

 

Table 8-13: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements-Site of Expected Maximum Concentration for Annual and 24-Hour 
Design Value 

Expected Maximum Concentration 
Annual Design Value for NAAQS 

(site) 

Expected Maximum Concentration 
24-Hr Design Value for NAAQS 

(site) 

Donovan 
(DVN) 

06-073-1014 

San Ysidro 
(SAY) 

06-073-1025 

 

8.3.4 0-φȢω -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ .ÅÁÒ 2ÏÁÄ 

The District is required to designate two sites as part of the Near-road program.  The District 
has a Near-road monitoring site at Rancho Carmel Drive and at San Ysidro.  As a part of this 
program, the District must sample for PM2.5 at one Near-road site, but currently operates two 
samplers.  A PM2.5 Near-road sampler is operating at the Rancho Carmel Drive Side and an 
additional second sampler is operating at the San Ysidro site. Table 8-14 lists the requirement. 
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Table 8-14: Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Near Road 

MSA 
& 

County 

Population 
Estimated  

from 
2020 

Census 

Are  
PM2.5 

Near-road 
Samplers 
Required? 

Number of 
PM2.5 

Near-road 
Samplers 
Required? 

Number of 
PM2.5 

Near-road 
Samplers 

Active 

Number of 
PM2.5 

Near-road 
Samplers 
Needed 

Near-road 
Site 

Location 
Name 

(name) (#) (yes/no) (#) (#) (#) (name) 

San  
Diego 

3.3  
million 

Yes 1 2 0 

Rancho Carmel Dr.  
(RCD) 

06-073-1017 

San Ysidro  
(SAY) 

06-73-1025 

 

8.3.5 0-φȢω -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ 3ÉÔÅ ÏÆ 0ÏÏÒ !ÉÒ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ 

The District is required to designate PM2.5 sampling locations for specific purposes or needs.  
One of these designations is called the site of Poor Air Quality with respect to the 24-Hr and 
annual average NAAQS (Note: the site that serves as fulfilling the requirement for the location 
of maximum concentration cannot also be the site of poor air quality).  Table 8-15 summarizes 
these requirements. 

 

Table 8-15: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Site of Poor Air Quality 

Site of 
Poor 

Air Quality 
(name) 

Sherman  
Elementary School 

(SES) 
06-073-1026 

 

8.3.6 0-φȢω -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ Ȥ .#ÏÒÅ 

The District is required to operate a PM2.5 sampler as part of the NCore multipollutant monitoring 
program.  This program was designed to measure pollutants at lower levels, as well as other pollutants. 
For the NCore program, the District is required to collect PM2.5 and PMcoarse (PM10-2.5) data.  PMcoarse data 
is obtained by operating a continuous PM sampler (Teledyne T640x) that measures both the PM2.5 and 
PM10 simultaneously.  The PM2.5 concentrations are then subtracted from the PM10 concentrations to 
get the PMcoarse fraction.  Table 8-16 lists the NCore PM2.5 requirements. 
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Table 8-16: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - NCore 

Number of 
PM2.5 Samplers  

Required at  
 NCore Sites 

Number of  
PM2.5 Samplers  

Active at  
NCore Sites  

Number of   
 PM2.5 Samplers 

Needed at   
NCore Sites 

Can this         
PM2.5 Sampler 
 be used for  
PMcoarse? 

Number of 
PM2.5 Samplers 

 Needed for  
PMcoarse? 

NCore 
Site 

Location 
Name 

(#) (#) (#) (yes/no) (#) (name) 

1 1 0 yes 0 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

 

8.3.7 0-φȢω -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 
ÁÔ .#ÏÒÅ 3ÉÔÅÓ 

The District is required to operate a PM2.5 continuous sampler as part of the NCore 
multipollutant monitoring program.  Since the District operates an all continuous network of 
PM2.5 samplers, this requirement is fulfilled with the sampler which is listed Table 8-12 below 
(which is the same as the requirement for the Minimum Monitoring Requirements at NCore in 
Table 8-17). 

 

Table 8-17: PM2.5 Continuous Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Collocation 

Number of 
PM2.5 Continuous Analyzers  

Required at NCore Sites 

Number of  
PM2.5 Continuous Analyzers 

Active at NCore Sites  

Number of       
PM2.5 Continuous Analyzers  

Needed at NCore Sites 

NCore 
Location 

(#) (#) (#) (name)  

1 1 0 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

 

8.3.8 0-φȢω -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓ 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒÓ 

In addition to the basic requirements for PM2.5 sampler QA collocation, there is also a 
requirement for the number of PM2.5 continuous samplers to be deployed in the monitoring 
network.  However, the District has switched to continuous samplers throughout the regional 
air monitoring network as the primary air monitoring method for PM2.5 sampling.  Table 8-18 
summarizes this requirement.  The District meets or exceeds this requirement. 
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Table 8-18: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirement for Continuous Samplers - Ambient 

Minimum Number of  
PM2.5 Samplers 

Required  
from Table D-5 

 

Minimum Number of 
PM2.5 Continuous Analyzers 

Required= 
½ Minimum Number of Required  
PM2.5 Manual Samplers Round Up 

Number of  
PM2.5 Continuous 

Analyzers 
Active 

Number of  
PM2.5 Continuous Analyzers 

Needed   

(#) (#) (#) (#) 

3 3 x (½) = 2 9 0 

 

8.4 0-ςȢυ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ 1! #ÏÌÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒÓ 

The District is required to operate collocated samplers for the various programs mandated by the 
CFR.  The details are discussed in the sections below.  This includes a collocation for the samplers in 
the air monitoring network including any continuous samplers deployed.  It should be noted that 
the District transitioned to continuous samplers throughout the air monitoring network.  The 
requirement for the collocation of continuous samplers is fulfilled with the general QA collocation 
requirement for ambient samplers.   

8.4.1 0-φȢω -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ 1! #ÏÌÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 
!ÍÂÉÅÎÔ 

For quality assurance purposes, there are requirements for analyzers or samplers of the same 
make and model to be collocated.  In 1998, the District and the ARB gave criteria for choosing a 
site for collocation.  Collocation guidance is from the CFR.  Table 8-19 summarizes these 
requirements.  The District meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for PM2.5 collocation. 

 

Table 8-19: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - QA Collocation 

Number of 
PM2.5 Samplers 
Required from 

Table D-5 

Number of  
PM2.5 Samplers 

Active  

Number of 
PM2.5 Samplers 

Needed for 
Collocation 

Number of 
PM2.5 Samplers 

Active for 
Collocation 

Number of 
PM2.5 Samplers 

Needed for 
Collocation 

Collocation 
Site 

Name 

(#) (#) (#) (#) (#) (name) 

3 9 9 x (15%) = 1 2 0 

Lexington Elementary 
School 
(LES) 

06-073-1022 

Kearny Villa Road 
(KVR) 

06-073-1016 
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8.4.2 0-φȢω #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓ 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ 
#ÏÌÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ 

In addition, monitors selected for collocation must meet the requirements listed in the CFR, 
Title 40, Part 58, Appendix A, Section 3.2.3.2(b), Table A-2. CƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ 
designated as a Federal Equivalence Method (FEM) sampler, the District must collocate with 
one Federal Reference Method (FRM) sampler.  There is no requirement to collocate with a 
Federal Equivalence Method (FEM) sampler [also referred to as a continuous sampler].  Table 8-
20 shows the minimum monitoring requirement for the collocation of continuous (FEM) 
samplers. Table 8-21 and Table 8-22 list the collocated sites for the FEM and FRM samplers, 
respectively. 

 

Table 8-20: Table A-2 of Appendix A Part 58 Section 3.2.3.2(b) 

Primary FEMS of a unique 
method designation 

Collocated Collocated with an 
FRM 

Collocated with same method 
designation 

1-9 1 1 0 

10-16 2 1 1 

 

Table 8-21: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirement for Collocation of Continuous (FEM) Samplers 

Number of PM2.5 
Continuous 
Samplers 

Designated as 
FEM 

Minimum Number of 
PM2.5 Continuous 

Analyzers  
Required to be 

Collocated with FEM 
sampler (Table A-2) 

Minimum Number 
of 

PM2.5 Continuous 
FEM Samplers  

Actively 
Collocated with FEM 

Sampler  

Minimum 
Number of 

PM2.5 
Continuous 

(FEM) 
Samplers  
Needed to 

be 
Collocated   

Collocation 
Locations 

(#)  (#) (#) (#) (name)  

9 0 1 0 
Kearny Villa Road 

(KVR) 
06-073-1016 
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Table 8-22: PM2.5 Minimum Monitoring Requirement for Collocation of Continuous (FEM) Samplers with Manual (FRM) 
Samplers 

Minimum Number of 
PM2.5 Continuous Analyzers  

Required to be 
Collocated with 

PM2.5 Manual Samplers  

Minimum Number of 
PM2.5 Continuous Analyzers  

Actively 
Collocated with 

PM2.5 Manual Samplers (Table 
A-2) 

Minimum Number of 
PM2.5 Continuous Analyzers  

Needed to be 
Collocated with 

PM2.5 Manual Samplers 

Collocation 
Locations 

(#) (#) (#) (name)  

0 1 0 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

 

8.5 /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ 3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÓ ÆÏÒ 0-ςȢυ 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒÓ 

PM2.5 samplers must operate on a specified frequency based upon several factors according to the 
CFR (e.g. maximum concentration, percentage to the NAAQS, etc.).  The District operates FEM 
continuous hourly samplers at all sites, which helps meet the CFR requirement.  The tables below 
provide additional information regarding the sampling frequency of the PM2.5 samplers in the 
Regional Monitoring Network.  Table 8-23 highlights whether a sampler reports FEM continuous 
hourly data (7/24) or if it is a FRM sequential sampler, which samples once every three days (1:3) 
using the filter-based sampling method.  Lexington Elementary School is the only site that has a 
sequential sampler. The District adheres to the sample days specified in the EPA Annual Monitoring 
Calendar.   

 

Table 8-23: PM2.5 Operating Schedule 

 

 Lexington Elementary School also serves as the NCore site, which has the requirement of having a FRM 
sequential sampler collocated with a FEM continuous sampler.  Table 8-24 reports the sampling 
frequency for the FRM sampler at Lexington Elementary School.  Table 8-25 provides additional 
information for the Design Value (DV) calculated at this collocated (continuous vs. sequential) site. 
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PM2.5-continuous FEM 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 
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Table 8-24: FRM PM2.5 Operating Schedule for NCore 

Is there a 
NCore 

PM2.5 FRM 
Sampler? 

Location of 
NCore 

PM2.5 FRM Sampler 

What is the 
Minimum  

EPA  
Sampling 

Frequency? 

What is the 
Actual 

Sampling  
Frequency? 

Does the 
Actual 

Sampling  
Frequency 
Meet EPA 

Specifications? 
(yes)  (name)  (#) (#) (yes/no) 

yes 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

1:3 1:1 yes 

 

Table 8-25: PM2.5 Operating Schedule for FRM Samplers Collocated with Continuous Samplers (24-Hr Design Value) 

Is the 
24-hr DV 

PM2.5 FRM 
sampler 

Collocated 
with 

PM2.5 Continuous 
FEM Sampler? 

Location of 
24-hr DV 

PM2.5 Manual 
sampler 

Collocated 
with 

PM2.5 Continuous 
FEM 

Samplers 

Calculations 
24-hr DV 

 

Any 
24-Hr DV 
NAAQS 

Exceedances 
over the 

Last 3-years 

What is  
the 

Required 
Sampling 

Frequency? 

What is  
the 

Actual 
Sampling 

Frequency? 

Does 
the 

Actual 
Sampling 
Frequency 
Meet EPA  

Specifications 
  

(yes/no) (name) (years) (µg/m3) (yes/no) (#) (#) (yes/no) 

yes 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

2023-2025 18 NO 

1:1 1:1 yes 

2022-2024 19 NO 

2021-2023 19 NO 

2020-2022 23 NO 

2019-2021 23 NO 

2018-2020 22 NO 

2017-2019 19 NO 

2016-2018 19 NO 

2015-2017 18 NO 

 

8.6 0-ςȢυ 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13 

The CFR requires that certain operating and siting parameters be met for an instrument to be 
suitable to be compared to the NAAQS.  All District PM2.5 samplers meet or exceed all the minimum 
monitoring requirements and sampling frequencies, to be compared to the NAAQS.  Table 8-24 lists 
the information for the FEM continuous samplers and the FRM sequential sampler used in the 
District.  Note: The District operates additional PM samplers that are used for PM2.5 speciation and 
are addressed in another Chapter. 
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Table 8-26: PM2.5 Sampler Suitability for Comparison to the NAAQS 

 

  
  

Parameter Code Unit Code Duration Code Equipment Method Code Frequency Method ID 

tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ aŀǘǘŜǊ Җ 
2.5 µm (FEM continuous) 

PM2.5 88101 
µg/m3 

LC 
 

105 1-Hr 1 
Teledyne  

T640x 
Broad-

band Spec. 
638 7/24 

EQPM-0516-
238 

tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ aŀǘǘŜǊ Җ 
2.5 µm (FRM sequential) 

PM2.5 88101 
µg/m3 

LC 
105 24-Hr 7 

Met One E-SEQ-
FRM PM2.5 Air 

Sampler w/VSCC 

Gravi-
metric 

545 1:3 
RFPS-0717-

245 
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9 0!24)#5,!4% -!44%2 ςȢυ АÍ ɉ0-ςȢυ #(%-)#!, 30%#)!4)/.Ɋ 

9.1 0-ςȢυ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

The State is federally mandated to monitor PM2.5 speciation in accordance with the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  This chapter will discuss the needs to meet these requirements.  The District is 
required to designate two sites for PM2.5 speciation sampling in the Regional Air Monitoring 
Network.  Currently, the District samples for the Chemical Speciation program at the Lexington 
Elementary School Site in El Cajon (Shown in Figure 9-1).   

The EPA Chemical Speciation Network (CSN) is an extension of the PM2.5 Monitoring Network. 
However, the data are not used to determine attainment status for the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS).  The EPA uses this program to fulfill several objectives, including 
trends, characterization, emission control strategies, health studies, etc.  More information can be 
found on the EPA Chemical Speciation site.   

The District uses two types of samplers for the Chemical Speciation program.  One sampler is the 
Met One SuperSASS, which collects samples on Teflon and nylon filters.  The other sampler is a 
URG300N sampler and samples on a quartz filter.  Parameters analyzed include ions and carbon.  
The EPA provides a complete list of all the parameters that are measured from each sampler (CSN 
Parameters).  Samples are shipped and analyzed using the EPA national contract and data are 
available through the EPA (EPA CSN Data).  This chapter will provide additional information on the 
Districts CSN program, including sites, operating schedule, and sampling equipment. 

 

Figure 9-1: PM2.5 Speciation Network Map 

https://www.epa.gov/amtic/chemical-speciation-network-parameters-reported-air-quality-system-aqs
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/documents/csn_aqs_parameters_july_2020.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/documents/csn_aqs_parameters_july_2020.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/amtic/chemical-speciation-network-parameters-reported-air-quality-system-aqs
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Table 9-1: PM2.5 Chemical Speciation Network Minimum Monitoring Requirements ς Summary 

CFR Programs 
PM2.5 Other Requirements 

Chemical Speciation Network 

Site 
Abbreviation  

Number of 
PM2.5 Speciation  

Required      

Number of   
PM2.5 Speciation  

 Active  

Number of   
PM2.5 Speciaton 

 Needed  

Reference Section 
(40 CFR, Part 58, 

Appendix D) 

(name)  (#) (#) (#)  

PM2.5, STN and CSN Speciation LES 1 1 0 4.7.4 

NCore LES 1 1 0 3.(b) 

 

Table 9-2: PM2.5 Chemical Speciation Sampling Network 

Site Abbreviation LES 

Site Name 
Lexington 

Elementary School 

AQS ID 06-073-1022 
P

M
2
.5
 (

sp
e
ci

a
te

d
) 

Monitor 
Type 

SLAMS SLAMS 

Method SP & SQ SP & SQ 

Affiliation 
NCORE, 

CSN, STN 
NCORE, 

CSN, STN 

Spatial 
Scale 

NS NS 

Site Type PE PE 

Objective 
(Federal) 

Research Research 

Analysis EPA EPA 

Frequency 1:3 1:3 

Equipment 
URG- 
3000N 

Met One 
SuperSASS 
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9.2 0-ςȢυ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

The District is required to designate a speciation network according to the CFR and as designed by 
the governing authorities.  Table 9-3 lists these requirements.  In addition, the District is required 
to operate PM2.5 samplers as part of the NCore multipollutant monitoring program.  Table 9-4 lists 
these requirements.   

 

Table 9-3: PM2.5 Speciation Minimum Monitoring Requirements 

Established 
PM2.5 CSN 

Samplers (Sites) 

Established 
PM2.5 STN 

Samplers (Sites) 

Are the  
PM2.5 CSN & STN Monitor 

(Sites)  
Active? 

Number of  
PM2.5 CSN & STN 
Monitor (Sites)  

Needed? 
(#) (#) (yes/no) (#) 

Lexington  
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

Lexington  
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

Yes 0 

*Escondido site has not yet been established. 

Table 9-4: PM2.5 Speciation Minimum Monitoring Requirements - NCore 

Number of 
NCore Site(s) 

Location of 
NCore Site(s) 

Are the 
Monitors (Sites) 

Active 

Number of  
Monitors (Sites) 

Needed 
(#) (name) (yes/no) (#) 

1 

Lexington Elementary 
School 
(LES) 

06-073-1022 

Yes 0 

 

9.3 /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ 3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÓ ÆÏÒ 0-ςȢυ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒÓ 

Table 9-5 shows the sampling frequency requirement for the PM2.5 Speciation as well as the 
ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
Elementary school also satisfies the requirement for speciation sampling for the NCore program. 
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Table 9-5: PM2.5 Speciation Operating Schedule Including NCore 

 
Site Does this meet 

the NCore 
PM2.5 

Speciation 
Requirement 

What is the 
Minimum EPA 

Sampling 
Frequency? 

What is the 
Actual Sampling 

Frequency? 

Does the Actual 
Sampling 

Frequency Meet 
EPA 

Specifications? 

PM2.5-speciation 

Lexington 
Elementary 

School 
(LES) 

06-073-1022 

yes 1:3 1:3 yes 

 

9.4 0-ςȢυ 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒ 5ÎÓÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13 

There are no NAAQS for the PM2.5 Speciation program Table 9-6 summarizes the equipment 
requirements.  

 

Table 9-6: PM2.5 Speciation Sampler Unsuitability for Comparison to the NAAQS - Sampling Equipment 

tŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊ /ƻŘŜ ¦ƴƛǘ /ƻŘŜ 5ǳǊŀǝƻƴ /ƻŘŜ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ aŜǘƘƻŘ /ƻŘŜ CǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ aŜǘƘƻŘ L5 

tŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǘŜ aŀǧŜǊ Җ 

нΦр ҡƳ όǎǇŜŎƛŀǘŜŘύ 

taнΦр 

/{b 

{ŜŜ 

!w. 

ƻǊ 9t! 

{ŜŜ 

9t! 

{ŜŜ 

9t! 
нпπIǊ т ¦wDπолллb 

{ŜŜ 

9t! 

{ŜŜ 

9t! 

мΥо 

ƻǊ 

мΥс 

bƻǘ 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ 

tŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǘŜ aŀǧŜǊ Җ 

нΦр ҡƳ όǎǇŜŎƛŀǘŜŘύ 

taнΦр 

{¢b 

{ŜŜ 

!w. 

ƻǊ 9t! 

{ŜŜ 

9t! 

{ŜŜ 

 9t! 
нпπIǊ т 

aŜǘ hƴŜ 

{ǳǇŜǊ{!{{ 

{ŜŜ 

9t! 

{ŜŜ 

9t! 

мΥо 

ƻǊ 

мΥс 

bƻǘ 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ 
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10 0!24)#5,!4% -!44%2 ρπ АÍ ɉ0-ρπɊ 

10.1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

The District operates PM10 monitors at nine monitoring sites throughout the Regional Air 
Monitoring Network.  The PM10 Network Map (Figure 10-1) shows all the air monitoring sites with 
PM10 monitors. The annual standards for PM10 are listed in Table 10-1.  The minimum requirements 
for the number of PM2.5 monitors are stated in the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR, Part 58, 
Appendix D).  There are several requirements that must be fulfilled for PM10 monitors.  To fulfill the 
requirements, the District operates samplers that are designated as a Federal Equivalence method 
(FEM) throughout the Regional Air Monitoring Network.   

In 2019, the District recorded a maximum PM10 concentration of 199 µg/m3.  This initiated a 
requirement for 6 to 10 monitors. Based on the recent data, the PM10 monitoring requirement is 4 
to 8 monitors.  The District deployed continuous particulate matter (PM2.5 & PM10) analyzers 
(T640x) at Lexington Elementary School, Donovan, Camp Pendleton, Sherman Elementary School, 
and Alpine in late 2022.  The District then deployed additional particulate matter (PM2.5 & PM10) 
analyzers throughout the monitoring network in 2023.  The District will continue to operate PM10 
sampling at nine sites.  

The minimum requirements are summarized in Table 10-2 below.  A more detailed explanation of 
each PM10 sampler requirement is discussed in this chapter. The District meets the requirement for 
PM10 analyzers in the Regional Monitoring Network. The District is also in the process of finding an 
alternative location for the air monitoring site in Escondido. 
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Figure 10-1: PM10 Network Map 

 

Table 10-1: PM10 State and National Standards for the Year 

Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Pollutant 
Averaging  

Time 
California Standards National Standards 

Concentration Primary Secondary 

Fine 
Particulate Matter  

(PM10) 

24 hour 50 µg/m3 150 µg/m3 150 µg/m3 

Annual 
Arithmetic Mean 

20 µg/m3 Not Applicable Not Applicable 
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Table 10-2: PM10 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Summary 

 

Table 10-3: PM10 Sampling Network 

 

 

CFR Programs 
PM10 Samplers 
Requirements 

Site  
Abbreviation 

Number of 
PM10 Samplers  

Required      

Number of   
PM10 Samplers  

 Active  

Number of   
PM10 Samplers  

 Needed  

Reference Section 
(40 CFR, Part 58, Appendix 

D) 
(name)  (#) (#) (#)  

General Requirements See Table 10-3 4-8 9 0 Table D-4  

NCore LES 1 1 0 3(b) 

QA collocation KVR 0 1 0 N/A 

Abbreviation ALP CMP CVA DVN KVR LES RCD SES SAY 

Name Alpine 
Camp 

Pendleton 
Chula Vista Donovan Kearny Villa Road 

Lexington Elementary 
School 

Rancho Carmel 
 Drive 

Sherman Elementary 
School 

San Ysidro 

AQS ID 06-073-1006 06-073-1008 06-073-0001 06-073-1014 06-073-1016 60-076-1022 06-073-1017 06-073-1026 06-073-1025 

P
M

1
0 

Monitor Type SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS 

Monitor 
Designation 

PRI PRI PRI PRI PRI QAC PRI PRI PRI PRI 

Method BS BS BS SQ BS BS BS BS BS BS 

Affiliation 
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 
Not  

Applicable  
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 
Not 

Applicable 

Spatial Scale US US NS NS NS NS NS MS NS MS 

Site Type PE PE PE PE PE PE PE PE PE PE 

Objective 
(Federal) 

NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS NAAQS 

Frequency 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 7/24 

Equipment 
Teledyne 

T640x 
Teledyne 

T640x 
Teledyne  

T640x 
Teledyne  

T640x 
Teledyne  

T640x 
Teledyne  

T640x 
Teledyne  

T640x 
Teledyne  

T640x 
Teledyne  

T640x 
Teledyne  

T640x 
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10.2 0-ρπ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ 

10.2.1 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ φτ 9ÅÁÒÓ 

PM10 concentrations do not correlate well to growth in population or vehicle usage, and high 
PM10 concentrations do not always occur in high population areas. Emissions from stationary 
sources and motor vehicles form secondary particles that contribute to PM10 in many areas.  
This section will illustrate the different metrics for comparison. 

The three-year average of the annual average shows a large decrease; however, there is a great 
deal of variability from year-to-year. Much of this variability is due to meteorological conditions 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  bƻǘŜΥ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀȅǎ !ōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ нп-IǊ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ Ǌƻǿ ƛƴ 
Table 10-4 and Figure 10-2 reflect the PM10 standard for that year. 

 

Table 10-4: PM10 Concentrations for San Diego for the Last 20 Years 2005 - 2025 

*Due to the firestorms of 2007, the 24-hr value exceeded the National standard for those years.  The firestorms 
are considered as exceptional events, and they do not have a lasting impact in the SDAB.  Even with the last two 
firestorms, the County still qualifies for attainment status. 

Maximum 
24-Hr 

Concentration 
(µg/m3) 

2005 2006 
*  

2007 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

155 133 394 158 126 108 125 126 90   29 136 79 66 53 199 174 122 243 175 152 130 

Days above the 
National 
Standard 

2 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 3 1 0 0 
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Figure 10-2: PM10 24-Hr Max Concentrations for San Diego (2005 ς2025)  

 

10.2.2 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÅ ÁÔ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ #ÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ɉ34$Ɋ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ 
φτφω 

PM10 data is reported in Standard Conditions at all sites.  Lexington Elementary School (LES) 
also reports PM10 data in Local Conditions (LC).  In 2022, The District began replacing filter 
based sequential samplers with continuous samplers (T640x) that measure PM2.5 and PM10 
simultaneously.  Table 10-5 shows the PM10 Standard concentrations for the year. Figure 10-3 
shows the graph of the PM10 concentrations by site for the Standard concentrations for the 
year. 

  

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Table 10-5: PM10 Concentrations for San Diego by Site at Standard Conditions (STD) for the Year 2025 

Site Site 

Abbreviation 

Maximum 

Concentration  

for 24-hrs 

Annual 

Average 

 

Number of Days 

Above the              

National Standard  

   (µg/m3) (µg/m3) (#) 

Alpine ALP 58 16.0 0 

Camp Pendleton CMP 92 20.3 0 

Chula Vista CVA 74 24.1 0 

Donovan DVN 130 41.2 0 

Kearny Villa Road KVR 50 20.8 0 

Lexington 

Elementary School 
LES 49 21.4 0 

Rancho Carmel 

Drive 
RCD 39 19.4 0 

San Ysidro SAY 121 33.7 0 

Sherman 

Elementary School 
SES 57 23.9 0 
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Figure 10-3: Graph of PM10 Concentrations for San Diego by Site at Standard Conditions (STD) (2025) (24-Hr & Annual 
Average) 

*SAY Annual Average is not available since sampling occurred for less than a year.  

 

10.2.3 #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÅ ÁÔ ,ÏÃÁÌ #ÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ɉ,#Ɋ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ φτφω 

PM10 concentrations are reported in Local Conditions (LC) at Lexington Elementary School (LES).  
Table 10-6 and Figure 10-4 show the data in Local Conditions (LC).  Note: The data are for 
informational purposes only.  The NAAQS is used for Design Value (DV) calculations.  These 
annual values are not comparable to the NAAQS.  

 

Table 10-6: PM10 Concentrations for San Diego by Site at Local Conditions (LC) for the Year 2025 

Site 
Site 

Abbreviation 
Maximum 

Concentration 
for 24-hrs 

Annual Average  

   (µg/m3) (µg/m3) 

Lexington  
Elementary School*  

LES 51 22.0 

*The District only submits PM10 data in local conditions for LES as part of PMcoarse data.  No PM10 data reported in 
local conditions (LC) at the other sites with PM10 samplers. 

 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Figure 10-4: Graph of PM10 Concentrations for San Diego by Site at Local Conditions (LC) (2025) (24-Hr & Annual Average)  

 

10.3 0-ρπ -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

The District is federally mandated to monitor PM10 levels in accordance with the CFR.  This section will 
state the different monitoring requirements for each program, e.g. ambient, NCore, etc. that the 
District operates and references therein (Note: only the passages applicable/informative to the 
District are referenced).  These monitors can serve as fulfilling other PM10 network requirements, e.g. 
ambient PM10 sampler can fulfill an NCore PM10 sampler requirement.   

The District meets or exceeds all minimum requirements for PM10 monitoring for all programs. 

 

10.3.1 -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ !ÍÂÉÅÎÔ $ÁÔÁ 

All Districts are required to operate a minimum number of PM10 samplers irrespective of the 
PM10 network affiliation.  These monitors can serve as fulfilling other PM10 network 
requirements. To ascertain the minimum number of samplers required, the Maximum 
Concentration value must be calculated.  According to the Code of Federal Regulations Title 40, 
Part 58, Appendix D, Table D-4 (Table 10-7), the District is required to have 6 to 10 PM10 
samplers. This is summarized in Table 10-8 to Table 10-9. 

 

https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/0a413bd5-81a9-485f-9b52-f5aecbe37fb9/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Table 10-7: PM10 Minimum Monitoring Requirements from Table D-4 of Appendix D to Part 58 (Approximate number of 
stations per MSA) 

Population 
Category 

High Concentration 

(120% of NAAQS2) 
Medium Concentration 

(>80% of NAAQS) 
Low Concentration 
(<80% of NAAQS) 

>1,000,000 6-10 4-8 2-4 

 

Table 10-8: PM10 Minimum Monitoring Requirement - Design Criteria for the Year 2025 

24-hr 
Maximum 

Concentration 
2025     

24-hr 
Maximum 

Concentration 
Location 

High Concentration 
Is the  
24-hr 

Maximum 
Concentration 
җ мнл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

 NAAQS? 

Medium Concentration 
Is the  
24-hr 

Maximum  
Concentration 
> 80% of the 

NAAQS? 

Low Concentration 
Is the  
24-hr 

Maximum 
Concentration 
< 80% of the 

NAAQS? 

Does the  
24-hr 

Maximum 
Concentration 

Meet the 
NAAQS? 

(µg/m3) (name) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) (yes/no) 

152 DVN no yes no yes 

 

Table 10-9: PM10 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Ambient 

MSA 

& 

County 

Population  

Estimated from  

2020 Census56F 

Number of 

PM10 Samplers  

Required 

Number of 

PM10 

Continuous 

Samplers 

Deployed 

(#) 

Number 

of 

PM10 

Samplers  

Needed 

(name) (#) (#) (#) 

San Diego 3.3 million  4 - 8 9 0 

 

10.3.2 -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ .#ÏÒÅ 

The District is required to operate a PM10 sampler as part of the NCore multipollutant 
monitoring program for the calculation of PM10-2.5 data.  This NCore requirement is found in the 
Code of Federal Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 3(b)).  Table 10-9 lists the 
NCore PM10 requirements. 
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Table 10-10: PM10 Minimum Monitoring Requirements - NCore 

Number of 
PM10 Samplers  
Required for 
NCore Sites* 

Number of  
PM10 Samplers  

Active at      
NCore Sites  

Number of        
PM10 Samplers  

Needed at 
NCore Sites 

Name of 
NCore Site 

(#) (#) (#) (name) 

1 1 0 

Lexington 
Elementary School 

(LES) 
06-073-1022 

*  While the PM10 sampler is not specifically needed to fulfill NCore requirement, it is needed for PM10-2.5 
(PMcoarse) measurements. 

 

10.3.3 -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ #ÏÌÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ 

There is no requirement for the collocation of continuous PM10 samplers in the Code of Federal 
Regulations.  Only manual PM10 samplers are required to have collocation.  However, the 
District deploys one collocated sampler.  The collocated PM10 sampler is located at the Kearny 
Villa Road (KVR) site.   

 

Table 10-11: PM10 Continuous Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Collocation 

Number of 
PM10 Samplers  

Required  

Number of 
PM10 Samplers  

Active  

Number of 
PM10 Samplers  
Required for 
Collocation 

Number of 
PM10 Samplers  

Active for 
Collocation 

Number of 
PM10 Samplers  

Needed for 
Collocation 

Location of 
Collocated  

Site(s) 

(#) (#) (#) (#) (#)  (name) 

4 - 8 9 0 1 0 
Kearny Villa Rd 

(KVR) 
06-073-1016 

 

10.4 0-ρπ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13 

Many different criteria are required for PM10 data to be considered suitable for comparison to the 
NAAQS, e.g. siting, sampling frequency, etc.  This section will state those criteria. 

10.4.1 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ 

The CFR requires that certain operating and siting parameters be met for an instrument to be 
suitable to be compared to the NAAQS.  All District PM10 samplers meet or exceed all the 
minimum monitoring requirements and sampling frequencies, to be compared to the NAAQS.  
Table 10-12 summarizes the suitability for comparison to the NAAQS.   
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Table 10-12: PM10  Sampler Suitability for Comparison to the NAAQS 

 Parameter Code Unit Code Duration Code Equipment Method Code Frequency Method ID 

A
m

b tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ aŀǘǘŜǊ Җ 
10 µm 

PM10 81102 
µg/m3 

STD 
001 1-Hr 1 

Teledyne  
T640x 

Broadband 
Spec. 

639 7/24 
EQPM-0516-

239 

N
C

o
re
 

tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ aŀǘǘŜǊ Җ 
10 µm 

PM10 
85101 
81102 

µg/m3 

LC 
STD 

105 
001 

1-Hr 1 
Teledyne  

T640x 
Broadband 

Spec 
639 7/24 

EQPM-0516-
239 

10.4.2 3ÁÍÐÌÅÒ &ÒÅÑÕÅÎÃÙ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ 

The CFR requires that for PM10 data to be used in regulatory determinations of compliance with 
the PM10 NAAQS, the PM10 ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎΩ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ the Code 
of Federal Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Subpart B, Section 58.12(e)).  All District PM10 samplers 
meet or exceed all minimum monitoring requirements for the sampling frequency and can be 
compared to the NAAQS. The sampling frequency is determined from the ratio of concentration 
of the site of maximum concentration to the 24-hour standard (Figure 10-5).  The minimum 
sampling schedule is once every six days.  The District operates continuous samplers (7/24) and 
therefore meets the sampling requirement.  Table 10-13 summarizes these requirements.  

 

 

Figure 10-5 PM10 Sampling Frequency from Ratio of Concentration 

 

Table 10-13: PM10 Suitability for Comparison to the NAAQS - Sampling Frequency 2025 

Site of  
Expected 
Maximum 

Concentration 
for 24-Hr 

Maximum 
Concentration 

for 24-Hr 

Is Site of 
Expected 
Maximum 

Concentration 
for 24-Hr < 80%  
to the NAAQS 

What is the 
Minimum  

EPA 
Permitted 
Sampling 

Frequency? 

What is the 
Actual 

Sampling 
Frequency? 

Does the 
Actual 

Sampling  
Frequency 
Meet EPA 

Specifications? 
(name)  (µg/m3) (yes/no) (#) (#) (yes/no) 

Donovan  
(DVN) 

06-073-1014 
130 no 1:6 7/24 yes 
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11 .!4)/.!, #/2% ɉ.#ÏÒÅɊ 

11.1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

National Core (NCore) is a multi-pollutant network that integrates several advanced measurement 
systems for particles, as well as pollutant gases with the existing equipment for a Photochemical 
Assessment Monitoring Station (PAMS).  The EPA designated the El Cajon-Lexington Elementary 
School (Figure 11-1) as the NCore site for the SDAB, so there is additional instrumentation, 
including PMcoarse (values calculated from paired Low-Volume particulate samplers, by subtracting 
the measured concentrations from a PM2.5 Low Volume sampler from the measured concentrations 
from a PM10 Low Volume sampler.  The requirements for the NCore program are listed in the Code 
of Federal Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 3) and discussed in this 
chapter.  PMcoarse data is calculated from PM data collected from the T640x analyzer that has been 
deployed at the designated NCore site at El Cajon ς Lexington Elementary School), CO (trace level), 
SO2 (trace level), and NOy (Reactive Nitrogen Oxides).  

 

 

Figure 11-1: NCore Network Map 
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Table 11-1: NCore Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Equipment & Summary 

Required Parameters  
(40 CFR, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 3)  

Number of  
Monitors  
Required  

Number of  
Monitors  

Active  

Number of  
Monitors  
Needed  

  (#)  (#)  (#)  

PM2.5-Continuous  1  1  0  

PM2.5-Sequential (filter-based)  1  1  0  

PM2.5-Speciated  1  1  0  

PM10-2.5 (PMcoarse)*  1  1  0  

NCore & PAMS O3  1  1  0  

SO2-TLE  1  1  0  

CO-TLE  1  1  0  

NCore & PAMS NO/NOy  1  1  0  

 NCore & PAMS Wind speed/Wind direction  1  1  0  

 NCore & PAMS % Relative Humidity  1  1  0  

NCore & PAMS Ambient temperature  1  1  0  

*In order obtain PM10-2.5 concentrations, The District operates a continuous T640x sampler that collects PM2.5 and Pm10 

simultaneously.  The difference between the two serves as the PM10-2.5 concentrations. 

 

11.2 .#ÏÒÅ #ÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

The instrumentation needed for NCore designation are: PMcoarse (calculated values from paired 
PM10 & PM2.5 Low Volume samplers); CO (trace level); SO2 (trace level); NOy (total reactive Nitrogen 
Oxides). Table 11-2 to Table 11-6 list the data.    

 

Table 11-2: NCore Concentrations for PM10 - PM2.5 (PMcoarse) 

PMcoarse (µg/m3)*  2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Max. 24-Hr.  
Concentration 29.6 30.0 26.2 27.1 30.4 24.4 25.3 20.5 37.1 32.9 

98th Percentile of  
24-Hr Concentration 26.3 25.1 22.3 23.7 22.6 20.4 21.6 20.5 26.5 24.1 

Average of the Quarterly Means  14.0 13.3 13.4 10.8 13.3 12.8 12.7 12.0 12.7 12.6 

 
*Note: PMcoarse (PMc) does not have FRM or FEM designation and cannot be compared to any NAAQS. 

FSD and ECA were combined. 

 

Table 11-3: NCore Concentrations for CO-TLE 

CARBON MONOXIDE (ppm) 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Maximum 1-Hr. Concentration 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.3 1.6 1.2 1.5 1.1 1.2 1.2 

Maximum 8-Hr. Concentration 1.3 1.4 1.1 1.0 1.4 1.1 1.1 0.9 1.0 0.9 
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Table 11-4: NCore Concentrations for SO2-TLE 

SULFUR DIOXIDE (ppm) 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Maximum 1-Hr SO2 0.001 0.001 0.003 0.001 0.002 0.002 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 

Maximum 24-Hr SO2 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.001 

Annual Average SO2 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

 

Table 11-5: NCore Concentrations for NOy-NO 

NOy ςNO (ppm)** 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Maximum 1-Hr. 
Concentration  

**  **  0.049 0.041 0.043 0.040 0.037 0.040 0.040 0.038 

Annual Average **  **  0.009 0.009 0.008 0.008 0.008 0.008 0.008 0.008 

*The NOy sampler was not operational at the temporary NCore site at Floyd Smith Drive. 

 

Table 11-6: NCore Concentrations for NO2 

NO2 (ppm) 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025  

Maximum 1-Hr. 
Concentration  

0.057 0.044 0.045 0.086 0.044 0.038 0.036 0.039 0.036 0.036 
 

Annual Average 0.009 0.010 0.007 0.014 0.008 0.006 0.008 0.007 0.007 0.007  

 

11.3 .#ÏÒÅ 3ÕÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .!!13 

The requirements for the sampling frequency of monitors for NCore pollutants are located in the 
Code of Federal Regulations (Title 40, Part 58-B, Section 58.12) and are shown in Table 11-7 below. 
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Table 11-7: NCore Suitability for Comparison to the NAAQS ς Frequency & Equipment 

Parameter Code Unit Code Duration Code Equipment Method Code 
Sampling 

Frequency 
Method ID 

Ozone O3 44201 ppm 007 1-Hr 1 
Thermo 

49 series 

Ultraviolet 

absorption 
047 7/24 EQOA-0880-047 

Carbon monoxide 

Trace Level 
CO 42101 ppb 008 1-Hr 1 

Thermo 

48i-TLE 

Nondispersive 

infrared 
554 7/24 RFCA-0981-054 

Sulfur dioxide 

Trace Level 
SO2 42401 ppb 008 

1-Hr 

5-min 

1 

H 

Thermo 

43i-TLE 
Fluorescence 560 7/24 EQSA-0486-060 

Nitrogen Dioxide NO2 42602 ppb 008 1-Hr 1 Teledyne T500U 
Cavity Attenuated 
Phase Shift (CAPS) 

212 7/24 EQNA-0514-212 

Particulate Matter Ò 

2.5 µm (continuous) 
PM2.5 88101 

µg/m3 

LC 
105 1-Hr 1 

Teledyne 

T640x 

Broadband 

Spectroscopy 
638 7/24 EQPM-0516-238 

Particulate Matter Ò 

10 µm (continuous) 
PM10 

85101 LC 

81102-STD 

µg/m3 

LC 

STD 

105 

001 
1-Hr 1 

Teledyne 

T640x 

Broadband 

Spectroscopy 
639 7/24 EQPM-0516-239 

Particulate Matter Ò 

2.5 µm (speciated) 

PM2.5 

CSN 

See 

EPA 

See 

EPA 

See 

EPA 
24-Hr 7 URG-3000N 

See 

EPA 

See 

EPA 
1:3 Not Applicable 

Particulate Matter Ò 

2.5 µm (speciated) 

PM2.5 

STN 

See 

EPA 

See 

EPA 

See 

EPA 
24-Hr 7 

Met One 

SuperSASS 

See 

EPA 

See 

EPA 
1:3 Not Applicable 

Particulate Matter Ò 

2.5 µm (manual) 
PM2.5 88101 

µg/m3 

LC 

 

105 
24-Hr 7 

Met One 

E-SEQ-FRM 

Sampler w/VSCC 

Gravimetric 545 1:3 RFPS-0717-245 

 
  



San Diego County APCD  National Core (NCore) Annual Network Report 2025 

10124 Old Grove Rd. San Diego, CA 92131 Page 134 of 230 

   

 

 

(left intentionally blank) 
  



San Diego County APCD  Photochemical Assessment Monitoring Stations (PAMS)  Annual Network Report 2025 

10124 Old Grove Rd. San Diego, CA 92131 Page 135 of 230 

   

 

12 0(/4/#(%-)#!, !33%33-%.4 -/.)4/2).' 34!4)/.3 
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12.1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

The purpose of the Photochemical Assessment Monitoring Stations (PAMS) program is to 
help understand, predict, and control ozone concentrations.    Ozone is not emitted directly; 
it is created by the interactions of several different pollutants/emissions, e.g. oxides of 
nitrogen (NOx), and volatile organic compounds (VOC), some carbonyls, etc.  This enhanced 
monitoring network to track these different emissions has several different monitoring 
requirements (e.g. laboratory needs, meteorological needs, etc.) that the District operates 
and references therein (Note: only the passages applicable/informative to the District are 
referenced).  The site designated as the PAMS monitoring site is the Lexington Elementary 
School (LES) in El Cajon (Figure 12-1). This section will state these requirements for the 
PAMS program.  Table 12-1 lists the PAMS monitoring requirements.  Table 12-2 lists the 
PAMS sampling network site at LES.  Some of these monitors or samplers required for the 
PAMS program can also serve as fulfilling other network requirements (e.g. ambient O3 
monitor can fulfill a PAMS O3 monitoring requirement).  Currently, there are no NAAQS 
standards to compare the data.  The PAMS requirements are found in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 5).  The District meets or exceeds all 
minimum requirements for PAMS monitoring. 

 

 

Figure 12-1: PAMS Network Map 
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Table 12-1: PAMS Minimum Monitoring Requirements - Equipment Summary 

PAMS 
Required Parameters 

Equipment 
Required 

Equipment 
On-hand 

Equipment 
Active 

Equipment 
Needed 

(40 CFR, Part 58, Appendix D, Section 5)     

Hourly averaged speciated volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 1 1 1 0 

Three 8-hour averaged carbonyl samples per day on a 1:3 1 1 1 0 

 NCore & PAMS O3 1 1 1 0 

NO 1 1 1 0 

True-NO2 1 1 1 0 

 NCore & PAMS NOy 1 1 1 0 

 NCore & PAMS Hourly averaged ambient temperature 1 1 1 0 

NCore & PAMS Hourly vector-averaged wind direction 1 1 1 0 

Hourly average atmospheric pressure 1 1 1 0 

 NCore & PAMS Hourly averaged relative humidity 1 1 1 0 

Hourly precipitation 1 1 1 0 

Hourly averaged mixing-height 1 1 1 0 

Hourly averaged solar radiation 1 1 1 0 

Hourly averaged ultraviolet radiation 1 1 1 0 

 

Table 12-2: PAMS Sampling Network 

Abbreviation 
LES 

Name Lexington Elementary School 

AQS ID 06-073-1022 

 P
A

M
S 

Monitor 
Type 

SLAMS SLAMS SLAMS 

Method Auto Cartridges Cartridges 

Affiliation PAMS PAMS PAMS 

Spatial 
Scale 

NS NS NS 

Site Type PE PE PE 

Objective 
(Federal) 

Research Research Research 

Analysis By APCD APCD APCD 

Frequency 24/7 1:3 1:6 

Equipment GCFID 
Atec 
8000 

Atec 
8000 
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12.2 0!-3 -ÉÎÉÍÕÍ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ɀ 3ÁÍÐÌÉÎÇ 3ÅÁÓÏÎ 

The District is required to operate PAMS parameters for a minimum sampling period.  This 
requirement is found in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR Title 40, Part 58, Appendix D, 
Section 5) and listed in Table 12-3 

 

Table 12-3: Minimum Requirements - Sampling Season 

Minimum  
PAMS 

Monitoring 
Period 

Actual  
PAMS 

Monitoring 
Period  

Is the 
PAMS 

Monitoring 
Period 
Active? 

(months) (months) (yes/no) 

June-August June-August Yes 

 

12.3 0!-3 3ÁÍÐÌÉÎÇ &ÒÅÑÕÅÎÃÙ ÁÎÄ %ÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ 

The PAMS season is from June to August.  PAMS parameters include Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOCs) and carbonyls.  The VOCs are sampled and measured by gas 
chromatography (auto-GC) that operates on an hourly basis (24-hour sampling/daily) during 
the PAMS season. During the non-PAMS season, the auto-GC will not be operational.  
Carbonyls are sampled in cartridges collected using an ATEC sampler.    PAMS carbonyls 
samplers will collect three samples that each have an 8-hour sampling duration. The 8-hour 
samples are collected on a set time schedule, as follows: 

 
1. 0400 ς 1200  (4:00 AM ς 12:00 PM) 
2. 1200 ς 2000  (12:00 PM - 8:00 PM) 
3. 2000 ς 0400  (8:00 PM ς 4:00 AM) 

 

Table 12-4 lists the equipment used for sampling VOCs and carbonyls.  Table 12-5 lists the 
VOCs sampled by the auto-GC.  Table 12-6 lists the carbonyls sampled using the ATEC 
sampler.  Cartridges sampling for carbonyls are analyzed by the EPA National Contract 
laboratory. 

Table 12-4: PAMS Sampling Equipment for VOCs and Carbonyls 

Pollutant 
Abbreviation Samplers Collection 

Method 
Collection 
Frequency 

Analytical 
Method 

Parameter 
Code 

Method 
Code 

Volatile Organic 
Compounds 

VOCs n/a Auto GC 24/7 GC-FID Table 10.15 n/a 

Carbonyl  
Compounds 

n/a 
Atec 
8000 

DNPH 
cartridges 

 1:3 HPLC Table 10.16 202 
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Table 12-5: PAMS VOC Parameter Codes 

Compound Parameter  Compound Parameter  
Ethylene 43203  2.2.4-Trimethylpentane 43250  
Acetylene 43206  n-Heptane 43232  
Ethane 43202  Methylcyclohexane 43261  
Propylene 43205  2.3.4-Trimethylpentane 43252  
Propane 43204  Toluene 45202  
Isobutane 43214  2-Methylheptane 43960  
1-Butene 43280  3-Methylheptane 43253  
n-Butane 43212  n-Octane 43233  
trans-2-Butene 43216  Ethylbenzene 45203  
cis-2-Butene 43217  m-Xylene 45205  
Isopentane 43221  p-Xylene 45206  
1-Pentene 43224  Styrene 45220  
n-Pentane 43220  o-Xylene 45204  
Isoprene 43243  n-Nonane 43235  
Trans-2-pentene 43226  Isopropylbenzene 45210  
cis-2-Pentene 43227  Pinene 43256  
2.2-Dimethylbutane 43244  n-Propylbenzene 45209  
Cyclopentane 43242  m-Ethyltoluene 45212  
2.3-Dimethylbutane 43284  p-Ethyltoluene 45213  
2-Methylpentane 43285  1.3.5-Trimethylbenzene 45207  
3-Methylpentane 43230  o-Ethyltoluene 45211  
1-Hexene 43245  Pinene 43257  
n-Hexane 43231  1.2.4-Trimethylbenzene 45208  
Methylcyclopentane 43262  n-Decane 43238  
2.4-Dimethylpentane 43247  1.2.3-Trimethylbenzene 45225  
Benzene 45201  m-Diethylbenzene 45218  
cyclohexane 43248  p-Diethylbenzene 45219  
2-Methylhexane 43263  Undecane 43954  
2.3-Dimethylpentane 43291  Total PAMS 43000  
3-Methylhexane 43249  Total NMOC 43102  

 

Table 12-6: PAMS Carbonyls Parameter Codes 

Compound Parameter 

Formaldehyde 43502 

Acetaldehyde 43503 

Acetone 43551 
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A-1 )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇŜƴŘƛŎŜǎ ƭƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ !ƛǊ tƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
ambient air quality network (Network) along with specific information required by the EPA 
for each monitor.  This specific information is cross-referenced against the requirements for 
siting. 

Federal requirements for the monitoring objectives and spatial scales, Table A-1.1, are in 
the CFR annual update on July 1 of every year, 40 CFR Part 58, Subpart G-Federal 
aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎΣ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ 5Σ άbŜǘǿƻǊƪ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ !ƳōƛŜƴǘ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎέΦ  
Table A-1.1 summarizes these requirements. 
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Appendix Table  A-1.1: Relationships between Site Types and Scales and Representativeness 

Site Type 
Definition Appropriate Siting Scales Permissible Scales & 

Definitions 

Highest concentration 
 
 

Site located to determine the highest 
concentrations expected to occur in 

the area covered by the network 

Micro, 
Middle, 

Neighborhood, 
Urban 

Micro (0 ς 100 meters), 
Middle (100 ς 500 meters) 

Neighborhood (500 meters ς 4 kilometers) 
Urban (4 ς 50 kilometers) 

Maximum ozone concentrations Occurring downwind from the area of 
maximum precursor emissions. 

Micro, 
Middle, 

Neighborhood, 
Urban 

Micro (0 ς 100 meters), 
Middle (100 ς 500 meters) 

Neighborhood (500 meters ς 4 kilometers) 
Urban (4 ς 50 kilometers) 

Maximum precursor impact Are typically placed near the 
downwind boundary of the central 
business district (CBD) or primary 
area of precursor emissions mix 

Micro, 
Middle, 

Neighborhood, 
Urban 

Micro (0 ς 100 meters), 
Middle (100 ς 500 meters) 

Neighborhood (500 meters ς 4 kilometers) 
Urban (4 ς 50 kilometers) 

Population Exposure Sites located to determine typical 
concentrations in areas of high 

population density 

Neighborhood, 
Urban 

Neighborhood (500 meters ς 4 kilometers) 
Urban (4 ς 50 kilometers) 

Source Oriented Site located to determine the impact 
of significant sources or source 

categories on air quality 

Micro, 
Middle, 

Neighborhood 

Micro (0 ς 100 meters), 
Middle (100 ς 500 meters) 

Neighborhood (500 meters ς 4 kilometers) 

General/Background Sites located to determine general 
background concentration levels 

Urban, 
Regional 

Urban (4 ς 50 kilometers) 
Regional (50 ς 1,000 kilometers) 

Regional transport Sites located to determine the extent 
of regional pollutant transport among 

populated areas and in support of 
secondary standards. 

Urban, 
Regional 

Urban (4 ς 50 kilometers) 
Regional (50 ς 1,000 kilometers) 

Welfare-related impacts Sites located to measure air pollution 
impacts on visibility, vegetation 
damage, or other welfare based 

impacts 

Urban, 
Regional 

Urban (4 ς 50 kilometers) 
Regional (50 ς 1,000 kilometers) 

Upwind Background Sites located to measure 
overwhelming incoming transport of 
ozone.  Situated in the predominant 
upwind direction from the maximum 

precursor emissions location 

Neighborhood 
Urban 

Regional 
 

Neighborhood (500 meters ς 4 kilometers) 
Urban (4 ς 50 kilometers) 

Regional (50 ς 1,000 kilometers) 

Quality Assurance Site located for quality assurance 
requirements 

Micro, 
Middle, 

Neighborhood, 
Urban 

Micro (0 ς 100 meters), 
Middle (100 ς 500 meters) 

Neighborhood (500 meters ς 4 kilometers) 
Urban (4 ς 50 kilometers) 

 

Federal requirements for correctly siting the inlet sample probe(s) are in the 40 CFR Part 58, 
Subpart G-CŜŘŜǊŀƭ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎΣ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ 9Σ άtǊƻōŜ ŀƴŘ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ tŀǘƘ {ƛǘƛƴƎ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ 
!ƳōƛŜƴǘ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎέΦ   

This specific information is presented in a site description template required by the EPA in all 
network plans.  The pollutant monitors must be assigned a specific scale, type, monitoring 
objective, and designation.  These parameters have specific guidelines that must be followed in 
order for the data collected from the monitors to be considered valid.   Additionally, each 
monitor must meet certain physical parameters, e.g., distance from each other, distance from 
the road, distance from obstructions, etc. Table A-1.2 Summary of Probe Monitoring Paths 
summarizes these requirements.  Figure A-1.1 illustrates the distances PM samplers must be 
from the nearest traffic lane. 
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Modifications to the Site Template and General Information 

The EPA supplies monitoring organizations with a site description template to use for the input of 
site information in the Annual Network Report. The District has modified the site description 
template into two tables.  The section of the EPA template that lists the distance from 
obstructions, collocated monitors, etc., has been moved into a separate table with a more 
detailed accounting of the requirements provided in Table A-1.2. 

 
The traffic count is referenced to the closest cross street listed in the current Traffic Count 
database maintained by the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG).  At some station 
locations, the closest cross street with an Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) count may be 
several hundred meters away.  The vehicle count is estimated visually (this is stated, when 
applicable) and the traffic count for the closest major thoroughfare is also reported for 
comparison purposes.  Traffic count data from SANDAG is done in 5-year allotments.  All Traffic 
counts used for this report is from the latest SANDAG report.  
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Appendix Table  A-1.2: Summary of Probe Monitoring Paths 

Pollutant 
Scale 

<maximum 
monitoring 

path length> 
 

Height from the 
ground to the 

probe, inlet or 80% 
of monitoring 

path1 

Horizontal and vertical 
distance from supporting 

structures2 to probe, inlet, 

or 90% of monitoring path1 

Distance from trees 
to probe, inlet, or 

90% of the 

monitoring path1 

Average daily 
traffic count 

Distance from 
roadways to probe, 
inlet, or monitoring 

path1,10 

(name) (name) (meters) (meters) (meters) (#) (meters) 

SO2
3,4,5,6 

Middle 
Neighborhood 

Urban 
Regional 

Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 

> 1 
> 1 
> 1 
> 1 

> 10 
> 10 
> 10 
> 10 

For all scales 
Not Applicable 

For all scales 
Not Applicable 

CO4,5,7 

 
Micro 

 
 

Middle 
Neighborhood 

 
Min= 3.5, Max= 15 

 
 

Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2,  Max= 15 

 
> 1 

 
 

> 1 
> 1 

 
> 10 

 
 

> 10 
> 10 

For micro scale 
Not Applicable 

 
For all other scales 
Җ  млΣллл 
15,000 
20,000 
30,000 
40,000 
50,000 
җ  слΣллл 

For micro scale 
Min= 2, Max= 10 

 
For all other scales 

10 
25 
45 
80 
115 
135 
150 

O3
3,4,5 

 
Middle 

Neighborhood 
Urban 

Regional 

 
Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 

 
> 1 
> 1 
> 1 
> 1 

 
> 10 
> 10 
> 10 
> 10 

For all scales 
җмлΣллл 
15,000 
20,000 
40,000 
70,000 
җ ммлΣллл 

For all scales 
10 
20 
30 
50 
100 
250 

NOy & 

NO2
3,4.5 

 
Micro 
Middle 

Neighborhood 
Urban, 

Regional 

 
Min= 2, Max= 7 
Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 

 
> 1 
> 1 
> 1 
> 1 
> 1 

 
> 10 
> 10 
> 10 
> 10 
> 10 

For all scales 
җ млΣллл 
15,000 
20,000 
40,000 
70,000 
җ  ммлΣллл 

For all scales 
10 
20 
30 
50 
100 
250 

PAMS3,4,5 

 
Neighborhood 

Urban 

 
Min= 2, Max= 15 
Min= 2, Max= 15 

 
> 1 
> 1 

 
> 10 
> 10 

For all scales 
> 10,000 
15,000 
20,000 
40,000 
70,000 
җ  ммлΣллл 

For all scales 
10 
20 
30 
50 
100 
250 

Pb3,4,5,6,8 

PM3,4,5,6,8,9 

Micro 
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Figure A-1.1 

(below) 

1Monitoring path for open path analyzers is applicable only to middle or neighborhood scale CO monitoring, middle, neighborhood, urban, and regional scale Now 

monitoring, and all applicable scales for monitoring SO2, O3 and O3 precursors. 
 

2When probe is located on a rooftop, this separation distance is in reference to walls, parapets, or penthouses located on roof. 
 

3 Should be > 20 meters from the dripline of tree(s) and must be 10 meters from the dripline when the tree(s) act as an obstruction 
 

4Distance from sampler, probe, or 90% of monitoring path to obstacle, such as a building, must be at least twice the height the obstacle protrudes above the sampler, 

probe, or monitoring path.  Sites not meeting this criterion may be classified as middle scale. 
 

5Must have unrestricted airflow 270 degrees around the probe or sampler; 180 degrees if the probe is on the side of a building or a wall. 
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6The sampler, probe, or monitoring path should be away from minor source, such as furnace or incineration flues.  The separation distance is dependent on the height 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΩǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǎǘŜ ōǳǊƴŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŜƭ (sulfur, ash, or lead content).  This criterion is designed to avoid undue 
influences from minor sources. 
 

7For microscale CO monitoring sites, the probe must be > 10 meters from a street intersection and preferably at a midblock location 
 

8 Collocated monitors must be within 4 meters of each other and at least 2 meters apart for flow rates > 200 liters/min or at least 1 meter apart for samplers having flow 

rates < 200 liters/min 
 

9 For particulate sampling, a minimum of 2 meters of separation from walls, parapets, and structures is required for rooftop site placement. 
 

10 Measured from the edge of the nearest lane to the sampler or inlet. 

 

 

Appendix Figure A.1: Distance of PM Samplers to Nearest Traffic Lane 
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A-2 !ÌÐÉÎÅ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ $ÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ 

Appendix Table  A-2.1: Alpine - General Site Information 

 

County: San Diego 

Representative Area: San Diego MSA 

Site Name: Alpine  

Year Established: 1/1/1972 

Site Address: 2300 W. Victoria Dr. 

Site Name Abbreviation: ALP 

AQS Number: 06-073-1006 

Latitude: 32.842312° 

Longitude: -116.768277° 

Elevation above Sea Level: 627 m 

General Location: Trailer adjacent to Padre Reservoir 

Ground Cover: Asphalt 

Distance to Road: 17 m west= W. Victoria Drive 

Traffic Count  
(AADT): 

2024 AADT: 1,000 to 4,999 range (SANDAG) 
2022 AADT: 5,000 to 9,999 range (SANDAG) 
2016 AADT: 3,300 (SANDAG) 
Traffic count taken from nearby Alpine Blvd, which is the closest cross street with traffic count 
(south/slightly upwind 760 m).  W. Victoria Dr. AADT is estimated to be 500.  

Site Description: 
Due to its geographical location, each year the Alpine station records the highest ozone levels 
within the air basin.  All particulate equipment is on the rooftop of the station.   

Monitoring Objectives: 

The Alpine location is used to assess downwind transport of fine particulates (PM2.5).   NO2 
data continues to provide information on trends and are an indication of the relative 
effectiveness of NOx regulatory and control measures.  The Alpine site also provides 
information used in making burn/no-burn decisions. 

Planned Changes: none 
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Appendix Figure A.2: Alpine - Over-Head View of Station Location 

  








































































































































































