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STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT HEARING BOARD 

Regular Meeting, Thursday, April 13, 2023 
9:00 a.m. 

 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present:  Vilmarie Rodriguez, Chair; Alison Schlick, Vice Chair; Jose Gonzalez, 

William Powers, and Daniel Spencer 
 
Members absent: n/a 
 
Staff present:  Mary Mahoney, APCD Civil Actions Investigator; Scott Nester, APCD 

Civil Actions Investigator; Dan Plotner, APCD Program Coordinator; 
William Jacques, Chief Compliance, Emily Helms, Senior Deputy County 
Counsel APCD and Mia Ruffier, APCD Clerk of the Hearing Board 

 
 
SWORN OATH OF WITNESSES BY CLERK 
All witnesses providing public testimony during the meeting were sworn-in by the Clerk of the 
APCD Hearing Board. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
A. Public Communication 

 
No public testimony was provided to the Board. 

 
B. Approval of Statement of Proceedings for February 23, 2023. 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Member Spencer, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board approved the Statement of Proceedings for the meeting of February 
23, 2023. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
ABSENT: Schlick 

 
C. Approval of Statement of Proceedings for March 23, 2023. 
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ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Member Powers, seconded by Member Spencer, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board approved the Statement of Proceedings for the meeting of March 23, 
2023. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
ABSENT: Schlick 
 

D. Discussion: Revised Hearing Board Rules of Procedure. 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Chair Rodriguez, seconded by Vice Chair Schlick, the Air Pollution 
Control District Hearing Board moved to accept the discussed revisions into a new working 
draft and directed the Clerk to place the item for further discussion during the May 25, 2023 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
PETITION(S) BEFORE THE BOARD: 
 
4527 San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, County of San Diego Abatement  

Order against Respondent NEW LEAF BIOFUEL. 
 

ACTION: 
ON MOTION Member Spencer, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the District’s Presentation as Exhibit 1. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Member Spencer, seconded by Vice Chair Schlick, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the Respondent’s Presentation as Exhibit 2. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Chair Rodriguez, seconded by Vice Chair Schlick, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted updates on Petition 4527 and directed the Clerk to notice 
Petition 4527: San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, County of San Diego 
Abatement Order against Respondent NEW LEAF BIOFUEL for additional status updates 
where possible action or modification can be taken during regularly scheduled meetings on 
June 22, 2023 and October 26, 2023. 
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AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 

4533    San Diego County Air Pollution Control District: Requests an Abatement Order  
against Respondent OLYMPIC COATINGS, an abrasive blasting and application of  
powder coatings to metal parts and products operation located at 1445 Simpson Way,  
Escondido CA 92029. Requested Abatement Order is not intended to act as a Variance.  
The District alleges the Respondent has not obtained the proper Permits to Operate,  
and seeks an Abatement Order with milestones requiring OLYMPIC COATINGS to 
comply with air quality rules. 
 

ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Chair Rodriguez, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board approved the Abatement Order as revised between the San Diego 
County Air Pollution Control District, Petitioner, and Olympic Coatings, Respondent. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 

4534    San Diego County Air Pollution Control District: Requests an Abatement Order  
against Respondent CYPRESS VIEW CREMATORY, a crematory located at 3953 
Imperial Avenue, San Diego CA 92113. Requested Abatement Order is not intended to 
act as a Variance. The District alleges the Respondent has continued operate after two 
crematory units under Permits to Operate APCD2016-PTO-002653 and 002654 have 
failed source testing, and seeks an Abatement Order with milestones requiring CYPRESS 
VIEW CREMATORY to comply with air quality rules. 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Vice Chair Schlick, seconded by Chair Rodriguez, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the Respondent’s Presentation as Exhibit 1. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Vice Chair Schlick, seconded by Member Spencer, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the District’s request to withdraw Petition 4534. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The APCD Hearing Board adjourned the April 13, 2023 meeting at 1:08 p.m. 
 
ASSISTANCE FOR THE DISABLED: 
Agendas and records are available in alternative formats upon request. Contact the APCD 
Hearing Board Clerk at 858-586-2600 with questions or to request a disability-related 
accommodation including sign language interpretation. To the extent reasonably possible, 
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requests for accommodation or assistance should be submitted at least 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting so that arrangements may be made. 
 
Pursuant to Government Code 54957.5, written materials distributed to the Hearing Board in 
connection with this agenda less than 72 hours before the meeting will be available to the public 
at the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, 10124 Old Grove Road, San Diego, CA 
92131. 
 
The statements contained in this draft document are subject to change until they are approved 
in their final form by the Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board at a subsequent public 
meeting. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
A. Public Communication 
 
ACTION: 
No public testimony was provided to the Board. 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
B. Approval of Statement of Proceedings/Minutes for February 23, 2023 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Member Spencer, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board approved the Statement of Proceedings for the meeting of February 23, 
2023. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
ABSENT: Schlick 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
C. Approval of Statement of Proceedings/Minutes for March 23, 2023 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Member Powers, seconded by Member Spencer, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board approved the Statement of Proceedings for the meeting of March 23, 
2023. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
ABSENT: Schlick 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
D. Discussion: Revised Hearing Board Rules of Procedure 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Chair Rodriguez, seconded by Vice Chair Schlick, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board moved to accept the discussed revisions into a new working draft and 
directed the Clerk to place the item for further discussion during the May 25, 2023 regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
 



   
 

 
 

  

 

Minute Order Petition 4527 - APCD Hearing Board – April 13, 2023 - Page 1 of 1 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT HEARING BOARD 

DRAFT BOARD ORDER 
 
 
4527 San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, County of San Diego Abatement  

Order against Respondent NEW LEAF BIOFUEL. 
 
Notice of time and place of hearing was given as required by law. 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Member Spencer, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control District 
Hearing Board accepted the District’s Presentation as Exhibit 1. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Member Spencer, seconded by Vice Chair Schlick, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the Respondent’s Presentation as Exhibit 2. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Chair Rodriguez, seconded by Vice Chair Schlick, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted updates on Petition 4527 and directed the Clerk to notice 
Petition 4527: San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, County of San Diego Abatement 
Order against Respondent NEW LEAF BIOFUEL for additional status updates where possible 
action or modification can be taken during regularly scheduled meetings on June 22, 2023 and 
October 26, 2023. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER  
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
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San Diego County Air Pollution Control District

2022

Stipulated Abatement Order Update 

Petition No. 4527

Hearing Board Meeting: April 13, 2023

1

2023



Stipulated Abatement Order (SAO) Update

2

1. Complaints & District Investigations

2. Odor Survey Results

3. Conclusion & District Recommendation



1. Complaints & District Investigations 

Before the ORS 

32 Complaints

12 Complainants 
(1 anonymous) 

3

After the ORS 

n
40 Complaints 

(+ 8 complaints)

12 Complainants 
(1 anonymous)  

(no change)



1. Complaints & District Investigations 

Before the ORS 

80 Odor Surveys 
Conducted 

75 Nuisance Odors 
Found

4

After the ORS 

n
45 Odor Surveys 

Conducted 

0 Nuisance Odors 
Found



1. Complaints & District Investigations 
• Five Onsite Facility Inspections:

• Thursday, 3/2/2023, South Plant: No violations found
• Wednesday, 3/8/2023, North Plant: No violations found
• Wednesday, 3/15/2023, North Plant: Violation of Rule 1206 (asbestos) 
• Wednesday, 3/22/2023, North Plant: No violations found
• Wednesday, 3/29/2023, North & South Plant: No violations found

• The District & New Leaf met six times, discussing North Plant odors
• Odor mitigation needed at waste processing area

5



1. Complaints & District Investigations
complaints # 1 & 2

• Tuesday, 2/28/2023: Cooking Oil Spill on Road/Odor

• Two complaints received @ 6:15pm
• APCD Responded: 2/28/23
• Different odor
• Spill source was leaking truck 
• Spilled on public roadway
• Cleaned up 2/28/23
• No violations identified

• Conclusion:
• Odors not a result of ORS operation at the South Plant
• Uncommon event

6



1. Complaints & District Investigations
complaint # 3

• Wednesday, 3/8/2023: Odor

• Complaint received midday
• Responded: 3/8/23 (same day)
• Odors found at North Plant

• Waste processing area

• Conclusion:
• Odors not a result of ORS operation at the South Plant
• Potential new odor source at the North Plant

7



1. Complaints & District Investigations
complaint # 4

• Tuesday, 3/14/2023: Odor

• Complaint received @ 9:30pm
• Responded: 3/14/23 (same evening) & 3/15/23
• Strong/Distinct odor found at North Plant again
• Wastewater pick up @ 9:00pm
• Dirty, used cooking oil collection containers outside

• Conclusion:
• Odors not a result of ORS operation at the South Plant
• Potential new odor sources at the North Plant
• Increased District inspections and odor surveys
• District & New Leaf meetings scheduled

8



9

1. Complaints & District Investigations
complaint # 4

3/15/2023 Inspection Photo of Used Cooking Oil Collection Containers: North Plant



1. Complaints & District Investigations
complaint # 5

• Wednesday, 3/22/2023: Odor

• Complaint received @ 2:54pm
• Responded: 3/22/23 (same day, already onsite) 
• Odor at New Leaf reported
• Waste pickup in-progress at North Plant

• Conclusion:
• Distinct odor at residences from South Plant operations
• Faint to Distinct odor during waste pickup at North Plant

10



1. Complaints & District Investigations
complaint # 6

• Wednesday, 3/29/2023: Odor

• Complaint received @ 6:44pm
• Responded: 3/29/23 (same evening) 
• Strong odors found at North Plant near waste processing area
• Other areas faint, very faint or no odor.

• Conclusion:
• Odors likely from waste processing area of North Plant

11



1. Complaints & District Investigations
complaint # 7

• Thursday, 4/6/2023: Odor

• One complaint received @ 11:38am
• Responded: 4/6/23 (same day 1-2pm) 
• Only very faint and mostly no odors found

• Conclusion:
• Odor not confirmed

12



2. Odor Survey Results: South Plant

Combined Post 
SAO results

n

Odor 
Classification

No. %

No Odor 7 4.3
Very Faint 4 2.5
Faint 30 18.8
Distinct 56 35.0
Strong 48 30.0
Very Strong 15 9.4

Total: 160 100%

13

Before ORS: 11/23/21 to 12/1/22

Odor 
Classification

No. %

No Odor 31 34.4
Very Faint 36 40.0
Faint 19 21.1
Distinct 4 4.4
Strong 0 0
Very Strong 0 0

Total: 90 99.9%

After ORS: 12/2/22 to 4/12/23



2. Odor Survey Results
• Odors Near Residents with ORS Operating:

14

Odor Intensity Odor Frequency

Dec. 2, 2022 – Feb. 21, 2023

No Odor 13

Very Faint 9

Faint 2

Distinct 0

Strong 0

Very Strong 0

Odor Intensity Odor Frequency

Feb. 22, 2023 – April 12, 2023

No Odor 7

Very Faint 8

Faint 3

Distinct 2

Strong 0

Very Strong 0



3. Conclusion & Recommendation 

• Odors reduced in intensity and frequency since ORS operation at the 
South Plant

• No new odor nuisance violations issued
• The North Plant may be contributing to odors in the community

• Waste/sludge treatment processing

• New Leaf & the District have met several times to discuss North Plant 
odors

• New Leaf has their own proposals to mitigate North Plant odors 

15



3. Conclusion & Recommendation 

• The District recommends keeping the Order open
• New Leaf to address North Plant odors
• Board update June, 2023
• District to continue its odor surveys

16



San Diego County Air Pollution Control District

2022

Stipulated Abatement Order Update

Mary P. Mahoney
Civil Actions Investigator

17

2023
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Odor Control Update
4/13/23



Items Covered
• Odor Control System Review - Pedro Palting
• Oil Spill Incident – Pedro Palting
• Additional Odor Initiatives – Chris White

– Transfer and handling reduction
– Reducing byproduct volumes
– Reducing loading air volumes
– Loading/unloading odor control
– Oil container storage



Odor Control System (OCS) Review
This review covers
• Performance against baseline conditions
• Compliance record keeping
• Operational performance
• Startup Authorization compliance
• Monthly Reporting



OCS Operational Baseline
• Continuous system operation.
• Baseline pressure drop across the carbon filters was established 

at 21 inches water gauge. This sets the carbon replacement 
threshold at 25 inches water gauge pressure drop.

• Pressure drop is the difference in air pressure in the duct before 
and after the filters at points A&B and C&D on the diagram and 
gets higher if filter material becomes clogged.

• H2S in OCS discharge less than 1 ppmv.
• South Plant under negative pressure relative to the outside.
• No nuisance odors outside South Plant. During the recent 

windstorms there were instances of distinct odor from the 
roller door area.



Odor Control System

Carbon vessels

Pre-filter

Fan

11’

A

B

C

D



Compliance Records

Inspection and 
Housekeeping 

Checklist per 12-hour 
shift.

External odor check 
start of every shift.

Odor Control System 
operational data and 
H2S data every shift.

It was decided to include all the elements of the 30-day “Condition 4” compliance report 
in the daily odor management program to ensure any case of non-compliance can be 
addressed promptly. Operations times are included voluntarily to assist further 
improvement of odor control.

Operations start and 
stop times per shift.



Operations
• The odor control system has run continuously since 

12/2/22 except for four hours needed to install service 
slides and during a short (10 minute) power outage.

• Pressure drop across the carbon vessels has not 
increased since the baseline was established.

• Nuisance odors have not been observed.
• Strong westerly winds disturb the roller door plastics 

screens and create venturi effects around the door frame 
causing some distinct odor release.

• The plastic screens have been secured at the base  to 
prevent this and further measures are being evaluated. If 
this is not sufficient, additional measures will be taken to 
ensure no odor release during high westerly wind 
conditions.



Baseline and Compliance Review
Condition Compliance History
Equipment and materials do not 
deviate from ATC

100%

No nuisance odor, South Plant 100% Distinct odor during high wind 
period, addressed by securing strips.

OCS in good operating condition, 
notice of >24 hr shutdown for 
maintenance, maintenance log

100% - one 4h shutdown for isolation 
slide installation notified to APCD.

Inspect monitor evaluate control 
efficiency of OCS monthly

100%. See attached report.

Differential pressure measured across 
filter daily.

100%

H2S measured weekly, not to exceed 
1PPMV.

100%

H2S measurement by approved 
calibrated meter.

100%

Replace carbon if pressure drop is
4 inWG above baseline.

No increase detected above baseline

Activated carbon shall be replaced at 
least every 11 months

Due before 11/2/23

Carbon service life records to be kept. N/A
South Plant to be kept under negative 
pressure.

100% by handheld. 

South Plant equipped with permanent 
pressure differential gauge.

Specialist HVAC gauge has been 
installed. 

Condition Compliance History
Pressure readings each time the 
roll up doors are opened.

100%

All doors remain closed at all times 
other than for ingress and egress

100%

Plastics strips mounted across all 
doors 

100% - further secured to prevent 
high wind impacts.

Process covers closed at all times. 100%
UCO containers covered 100%
Equipment used for VOC containing 
materials inspected for leaks daily

100%

Oil transfers to minimize leaks and 
all leaks cleaned up ASAP

100%

Cleanup/housekeeping only when 
OCS operational. 

100%

Visible emissions from OCS stack 
comply with Rule 50

100% - no visible emissions.

Notify breakdown condition of OCS 
to APCD

N/A

Retain records for 3 years and 
make available to APCD

100%

Access and other assistance to 
ACPD on request.

100%

Comply with other agency permit 
requirements

100%

Comply with Air Toxics “Hot Spots” 
Information and Assessment Act.

100%



Condition 4 Reporting
Condition 4
The Permittee shall inspect, monitor, and evaluate the control efficiency of the odor control system once every 30 days and made available to District 
personnel upon request, so that detectable nuisance odor is not present outside the South Plant building property boundary. If the proposed odor 
control system is not capable of controlling the nuisance odorous compounds that are released from the South Plant building, the owner or operator 
shall propose a new or additional odor control system and implement permanent corrective actions upon District approval. (Rule 51)



Operations Data Collection
To assist in identifying any additional odor issues New Leaf is also collecting truck 
loading and operating time data and sharing with APCD



Oil Leak Incident
• On February 28, 2023, a driver of a One More 

Time vehicle that discharges collected oil at New 
Leaf, failed to properly closed a truck valve.

• This allowed oil to leak during motion onto one 
rear wheel leaving an oil track on the road.

• As it was the driver’s first visit to New Leaf, he 
circled the block a couple of times to find the off-
load location.

• One More Time is a subsidiary of Baker 
Commodities, the majority shareholder in New 
Leaf and is not managed by New Leaf.



Events
2/28/2023 
15:47 NLB notified of a “mess outside”
15:50 Oily tire marks were observed on Sicard Street and Newton Ave.

Advised by One More Time company driver that a OMT truck was responsible.
Immediately:

• Initiated clean up response in the plant vicinity by New Leaf staff
• Investigated the extent of the oil tracking and found it went for some 

distance.
• Notified the manager of OMT and offered to arrange a clean up specialist for 

the more extensive tracks
• Contacted the clean up specialist.

16:30 All the spills in the street around the plant and any tracking into the plant had 
been cleaned up by NLB Operations personnel. 

16:40 Clean up specialist was working on the tracked oil.

20.00 Clean up specialist was still cleaning some of the neighboring streets.
3/1/23 An early morning inspection of the affected areas showed little sign of oil tracks 

remaining and no oil slick visible on now rain wet streets.



Key Points
• This was not a New Leaf spill. However, we take any 

spill associated with the plant operations very seriously.
• New Leaf clean up methods use granular sorbent, 

sweeping and pickup which is highly effective but not 
practical for large areas.

• New Leaf also uses a cleaning “Zamboni” which sucks 
up all the water it uses for oil removal.

• The clean up specialist uses similar but much larger 
equipment for road cleaning. Water used for cleaning is 
vacuumed up by the equipment.

• No oil or cleaning water was hydro-blasted onto 
pavements or down drains.



New Leaf Additional Odor Controls
• As mentioned at previous hearings, New Leaf 

has been preparing additional control initiatives 
for odor and environmental safety for some time.

• These are in five areas
– Reducing transfer steps to eliminate spill risk, truck 

traffic and odor generation
– Reducing byproduct volumes that are combined with 

potential odor sources.
– Air volume reduction during loading.
– Point source control of displaced air  during loading at 

Water Treatment.
– Enclosed storage of restaurant tanks awaiting 

cleaning.



Reducing Transfer Steps
• New Leaf has been in the permit approval 

process to transfer materials from the South 
Plant to the North Plant via a pipeline under 
Sicard St (about 80ft) for over 18 months .

• This would eliminate up to 25 truck movements 
per day and the same number of loading and 
discharge events.

• Each loading and discharge event carries a risk 
of spills and a small potential for odor release.

• Many hours of truck engine operation each day 
would be eliminated.



Pipeline

Proposed
Pipeline

Transfer Truck
Route



Reducing Byproduct Volumes
• Oil residues from South Plant processing, 

biodiesel manufacturing and restaurant grease 
trap material are separated from contained 
water in the New Leaf Water Treatment Facility.

• Some of these oil materials are potential odor 
sources so New Leaf has completed a six-month 
project to separate odorless materials prior to 
the loading for reuse.

• These changes will reduce the volume and 
loading events for potential odor causing 
material by 50% or more.



Clean Oil Recovery System

CAF Water 
Treatment

Separated 
Water

Grease Tap Material (by 
New Leaf Truck)

Separation
Tanks

Clean no odor oil to 
reuse or sale

To City

Load out for reuse
(odor potential)

Back to
treatment

New
Separation
Tank

From Distillation Column

From Centrifuges and Drying



Clean Oil Recovery System

Water return pump

Oil pumpDensity meter

New separation tank
(6000 gallons)



Reduced Air Volumes –Oil Loading
• Loading of oil materials for reuse from the Water 

Treatment facility requires the use of a vacuum 
truck as customer tankers are not vacuum 
equipped. This releases significantly more air 
that may contain odors than standard 
mechanical pumping.

• Mechanical pumping requires specialized 
equipment due to the large items in this material 
(rags, cutlery, gravel, food waste).

• New Leaf have sourced and modified a 
specialized pump able to pass large solid items 
without blocking.



Previous Oil Loading

New Leaf PTO Tanker

Ludose Tanker

New Leaf
Vacuum Truck

Grease Trap
Discharge
7500 cuft air
minor odor
potential

Fill tanker for transfer
17500 cuft air
odor potential

Transfer to 
Ludose tanker
18000 cu ft air
odor potential

Water
Treatment



Current Oil Loading

Ludose Tanker

New Leaf
Vacuum Truck

Grease Trap
Discharge
7500 cuft air
Minor odor
potential

Pump to 
Ludose tanker
700 cu ft air
odor potential

Water
Treatment



Oil Container Storage
• New Leaf has over 3000 oil containers at restaurants. 

These need periodic cleaning and maintenance. They 
are not normally a source of odor.

• Maintenance is carried out by a contractor off site, but 
containers are accumulated on site for shipping.

• New Leaf plan to keep these in closed trailers prior to 
transfer in future.

• Small trailers have been purchased for this purpose.



Oil Container Storage
The trailers a much smaller than those previously used for transport so the 
frequency of movement can be increased and the time and number of containers 
waiting for collection on site is reduced.



Oil Loading Odor Control
• Once air volumes are reduced by using a 

mechanical pump the remaining air 
displaced as a truck is loaded can be 
captured and filtered for odor.

• A portable carbon filter will be used to 
pass all air from truck filling or any other 
air effected truck pumping.

• This equipment has been ordered for 
delivery by the end of May.

• It can also be used for grease trap 
unloading.



Oil Loading Odor Control

Ludose Tanker

Pump to 
Ludose tanker
700 cu ft air
Odor potential

Water
Treatment

Carbon Filter
1000cfm fan
400lbs carbon
Forklift deployed
Can also service
Vacuum trucks

Displaced air
from tanker fill



Timing of Initiatives

Project Start Date Completion 
Date

Status/Issues

Pipeline  $330,000 August 2021 2024 Permitting 
approval

Reduced Oil Load 
Volume $210,000

September 2022 4/4/23 In operation

Odor Reduction Oil 
Loading $23,400

October 2022 4/6/22 In operation

Oil Container Storage
$11,000

3/23/23 4/12/23 In operation

Oil Loading Odor 
Control $33,000

2/6/23 May 29, 2023 Parts lead time



Summary
• The New Leaf South Plant has remained in 

compliance since the start-up of the odor control 
system and odors are greatly reduced.

• The extended initiatives around odor control for 
the whole New Leaf operation have continued 
over the last 12 months and most are now 
operating or will start in the near future.

• New Leaf remains committed to eliminating any 
odor nuisance from its operations.



Questions
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4527 NEW LEAF UPDATE     
    Nicholas Paul 
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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT HEARING BOARD 

DRAFT BOARD ORDER 
 
 
4533    San Diego County Air Pollution Control District: Requests an Abatement Order  

against Respondent OLYMPIC COATINGS, an abrasive blasting and application of  
powder coatings to metal parts and products operation located at 1445 Simpson Way,  
Escondido CA 92029. Requested Abatement Order is not intended to act as a Variance.  
The District alleges the Respondent has not obtained the proper Permits to Operate,  
and seeks an Abatement Order with milestones requiring OLYMPIC COATINGS to 
comply with air quality rules. 

 
Notice of time and place of hearing was given as required by law. 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Chair Rodriguez, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board closed the hearing based on testimony provided and evidence submitted, 
the Board approved the attached Abatement Order, as revised, between the San Diego County 
Air Pollution Control District, Petitioner, and Olympic Coatings, Respondent, based on the terms 
and conditions set forth in the Abatement Order.  This Abatement does not act as a Variance. 
 
Petitioner and Respondent are to return to the Board with an update on the progress of the 
Abatement Order during a regularly scheduled meeting of the Air Pollution Control District 
Hearing Board on May 25, 2023.  The Board thereby granted the District’s request for a 
Stipulated Abatement Order against Respondent, OLYMPIC COATINGS effective immediately. 
 
The Board thereby granted the District’s request for an Abatement Order against Respondent, 
Olympic Coatings, effective immediately. 
 
ADDITIONAL ENFORCEMENT CONDITIONS 
After  a  thorough  investigation  of  all  relevant  facts,  including  public  comments,  it  was 
determined  that  the  schedule  for  compliance  set  forth  in  the  Order  is  as  expeditious  as 
practicable, that the terms of this Order comply with applicable sections of the State Health and 
Safety Code and that the following additional provisions shall apply: 
 
1. If you believe that you cannot meet a condition in this Order or in any accompanying 

Schedule of Increments of Progress, you may petition the Hearing Board to modify this 
Order or Schedule of Increments of Progress pursuant to Health & Safety Code 40825, 
40826, 42351.5, and 42356-42357. Modifying the Increments of Progress generally 
requires the same notice as a 90-day variance and extending the final compliance date 
requires the same notice as a regular variance; please consult the Hearing Board Calendar 
or Clerk for specific dates. 
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2. If you have any questions about how to comply with this Order, you may contact the 
District, attention Scott Nester, at (858) 586-2658. Unless otherwise stated, all submittals 
to the District pursuant to this Order shall be made to: San Diego Air Pollution Control 
District, Compliance Division, 10124 Old Grove Road, San Diego, CA 92131; or Email: 
scott.nester@sdapcd.org. 

 
3. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) does not recognize variances granted 

under California state law.  A Variance Order granted by this Board does not preclude 
either the EPA or citizens from seeking penalties for violations of federal law. 

 
4. Failure to comply with any condition in this Order or in any accompanying Increments of 

Progress schedule may result in any of the following actions: 
 

a. Enforcement  pursuant  to  California  Health  and  Safety  Code  Section  42400, 
42401,  42402  or 42403,   including possible judicial  action  for  an  injunction 
and/or civil penalties, and, in appropriate cases, criminal prosecution. 

 
b. Revocation or modification of this Order under California Health and Safety Code 

Section 42356 or 42362, after notice and opportunity for a public hearing. 
 

FAILURE TO COMPLY with any of the foregoing is a violation of this Order. 
 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT HEARING BOARD 

DRAFT BOARD ORDER 
 
 
4534    San Diego County Air Pollution Control District: Requests an Abatement Order  

against Respondent CYPRESS VIEW CREMATORY, a crematory located at 3953 
Imperial Avenue, San Diego CA 92113. Requested Abatement Order is not intended to 
act as a Variance. The District alleges the Respondent has continued operate after two 
crematory units under Permits to Operate APCD2016-PTO-002653 and 002654 have 
failed source testing, and seeks an Abatement Order with milestones requiring CYPRESS 
VIEW CREMATORY to comply with air quality rules. 

 
Notice of time and place of hearing was given as required by law. 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Vice Chair Schlick, seconded by Chair Rodriguez, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the Respondent’s Presentation as Exhibit 1. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Vice Chair Schlick, seconded by Member Spencer, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the District’s request to withdraw Petition 4534. 
 
ADDITIONAL ENFORCEMENT CONDITIONS 
After a thorough investigation of all relevant facts, including public comments, it was 
determined that the schedule for compliance set forth in the Order is as expeditious as 
practicable, that the terms of this Order comply with applicable sections of the State Health 
and Safety Code and that the following additional provisions shall apply: 
 
1. If you believe that you cannot meet a condition in this Order or in any accompanying 

Schedule of Increments of Progress, you may petition the Hearing Board to modify this 
Order or Schedule of Increments of Progress pursuant to Health & Safety Code 40825, 
40826, 42351.5, and 42356-42357. Modifying the Increments of Progress generally 
requires the same notice as a 90-day variance and extending the final compliance date 
requires the same notice as a regular variance; please consult the Hearing Board Calendar 
or Clerk for specific dates. 

 
2. If you have any questions about how to comply with this Order, you may contact the 

District, attention Scott Nester, at (858) 586-2658. Unless otherwise stated, all submittals 
to the District pursuant to this Order shall be made to: San Diego Air Pollution Control 
District, Compliance Division, 10124 Old Grove Road, San Diego, CA 92131; or Email: 
scott.nester@sdapcd.org. 
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3. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) does not recognize variances granted 

under California state law.  A Variance Order granted by this Board does not preclude 
either the EPA or citizens from seeking penalties for violations of federal law. 

 
4. Failure to comply with any condition in this Order or in any accompanying Increments of 

Progress schedule may result in any of the following actions: 
 

a. Enforcement  pursuant  to  California  Health  and  Safety  Code  Section  42400, 
42401,  42402  or 42403,   including possible judicial  action  for  an  injunction 
and/or civil penalties, and, in appropriate cases, criminal prosecution. 

 
b. Revocation or modification of this Order under California Health and Safety Code 

Section 42356 or 42362, after notice and opportunity for a public hearing. 
 

FAILURE TO COMPLY with any of the foregoing is a violation of this Order. 
 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
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Source Test Report 
Cypress View Crematory  
Unit A & Unit B Exhausts  
Test Date: March 6 & 10, 2023 

 
 

 

1.0 SUMMARY 
 
1.1 Source Information 
 
 Plant Name and Address: Cypress View Crematory 
 3953 Imperial Ave 
 San Diego, California 92113 
 
 Facility ID No.: 046268 
 
 Source Tested: Unit A & Unit B Exhausts 
  
 Device ID No.: PTO-002653 & PTO-002654 
   
 Plant Contact: Shelby Richards 
  562-962-2876 
  Shelby@americancrematory.com 
 
1.2 Testing Firm Information 
 
 Firm Name and Address: AirKinetics, Inc., 
  An Affiliate of Montrose Air Quality Services, LLC. 
  1631 E. St. Andrew Pl. 
  Santa Ana, California 92705 
 
 Firm Contact: Tony Wong  
  714-254-1945 
  Towong@montrose-env.com 
  
 Test Personnel: James Navarrete, Field Project Manager 
  Jorge Gonzalez, Field Project Manager 
  Nick Herbert, Senior Field Technician 
   
1.3 Test Information 
 
 Test Requested By: American Crematory Equipment Company 
 
 Firm Contact: Shelby Richards 
  562-926-2876 
  Shelby@americancrematory.com 
 
 Test Objective: To perform a compliance emissions test program in 

compliance with SDAPCD. 
 
 Test Date: March 6 & 10, 2023 
 
 Test Methods: SDAPCD 1 Sampling Location/Traverse Points 
  SDAPCD 2 Flow Rate 
  SDAPCD 4 Moisture Content 
  SDAPCD 5 Particulate Matter Emissions 
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  SDAPCD 100 Continuous Monitoring of Gaseous 
Emissions 

 
1.4 Subcontractors: Subcontractors were not used for this project 
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2.0 TEST RESULTS AND DATA PRESENTATION 

 

The test program results are summarized in Tables 2-1 and 2-2.  All data pertaining to the tests are 

included in the appendices of this report.  The SDAPCD Method 100 data for O2, and CO2 results, 

field data, and calibration gas certificates are presented in Appendix A. Particulate results tabulation 

and calculations, field data, analytical data, and equipment data are presented in Appendix B. Facility 

process data, CEMS stripchart, and permit to operate are presented in Appendix C. 

 

TABLE 2-1 

UNIT A SUMMARY TEST RESULTS 

Parameter Units Results Limit 

O2, % % 13.6  

CO2, % %  4.60  

CO2 Concentration from 
charge (Fuel CO2 adjusted) 

% 2.26  

Volumetric Flow Rate dscfm 911  

Total PM 

gr/dscf 0.0174  

gr/dscf 
(Corrected 
@12% fuel 

adjusted CO2) 

0.0923 0.10 
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TABLE 2-2 

 UNIT B SUMMARY TEST RESULTS 

Parameter Units Results Limit 

O2, % % 14.09  

CO2, % % 4.18  

CO2 Concentration from 
charge (Fuel CO2 adjusted) 

% 2.29  

Volumetric Flow Rate dscfm 992  

Total PM 

gr/dscf 0.0140  

gr/dscf 
(Corrected 
@12% fuel 

adjusted CO2) 

0.0733 0.10 
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3.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

On March 6 & 10, 2023, AirKinetics, Inc. conducted a test program for American Crematory 

Equipment Company at the Cypress View Crematory Facility in San Diego, California. The test 

objective was to perform a compliance emissions test program in compliance with SDAPCD.  Testing 

was conducted on Unit A & Unit B Exhausts. 
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4.0 SOURCE PROCESS AND EQUIPMENT DESCRIPTION 

 

4.1 Process Description 

 

The Cypress View Crematory has two (2) units used for human remains, both Model No. A-200 

HT, S/N 091414-A and S/N 091414-B.  Both are rated at 150 lbs/hr with a 750,000 btu per hour 

Eclipse Thermjet TJ 260075 Primary Burner, and 1 MMBtu per hour Thermjet TJ260100A 

Secondary Chamber Burner.  This unit is equipped with an oxygen input and control device and a 

throat air modulation controlled by a Potentiometer. 

 

4.2 Location Description 

 

A summary of the test location information is presented in Table 4-1.  A sampling location schematic 

is presented in Appendix A.2.0. 

 

TABLE 4-1 

TEST LOCATION INFORMATION 

   Sampling Location 

Location 
Dimensions 

(inches) 

Cross 
Sectional 
Area (in2) 

Downstream from Flow 
Disturbance (B)* 

Upstream from Flow 
Disturbance (A)* 

Inches 
Equivalent 
Diameters Inches 

Equivalent 
Diameters 

Exhaust 
Stack A 

20.00 314.2 86.00 4.30 78.00 3.90 

Exhaust 
Stack B 

20.00 314.2 146.00 7.30 18.00 0.90 

* (A) and (B) refer to the schematic in Appendix A.2.0. 
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4.3 Process Operation 

 

The process was operated at normal operating load. Process data is presented in Table 4-2. 

 

TABLE 4-2 

PROCESS DATA SUMMARY 

Parameter Units Unit A Unit B Limit 

Chamber Temperature °F 1645 1696 >1600 

Fuel Flow Rate scfm 15.60 13.35  

Charge (Body) Weight lbs 360 150 <450 
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5.0 SAMPLING AND ANALYTICAL PROCEDURES 

 

The test methods for this test program were presented previously in Table 1-1. Additional information 

regarding specific applications or modifications to standard procedures is presented below. 

 

5.1 SDAPCD 100 – O2 and CO2 

 

SDAPCD Method 100 is used for the O2 and CO2 tests. O2 and CO2 concentrations are measured 

using one of MAQS’ mobile emission measurement laboratories. MAQS employs the following 

special considerations: 

 

• All sample extraction and conditioning components are thoroughly cleaned prior to use on 

this project to remove contamination and eliminate sample system bias. 

 

All quality assurance procedures required by the method are performed on-site including: calibration 

error, sample system bias, and analyzer drift. 

 

5.2  SDAPCD METHOD 2 – Velocity and Volumetric Flow Rate 

 

The stack gas velocity and volumetric flow rate will be measured using SDAPCD Method 2, which 

utilizes an S-type pitot tube and type-K thermocouple. 

 

5.3  SDAPCD METHOD 4 – Moisture 

 

Stack gas moisture content will be measured according to SDAPCD Method 4 in conjunction with the 

PM test run. 

 

5.4  SDAPCD METHOD 5 – Particulate 

 

SDAPCD Method 5 determines emissions by collecting the flue gas sample isokinetically through a 

glass probe connected to an impinger train with a backup filter in between the 3rd and 4th impinger. 

After sampling the impinger train is weighed for moisture determination. The H2O impingers are then 

recovered into sample bottles. The nozzle, probe, sample line, impingers 1 through 3, and front half of 

the filter holder are recovered with acetone washes and brushing into amber glass bottles. The filter is 

W041AS-025761-RT-4461-R1 Page 10 of 112



Source Test Report 
Cypress View Crematory  
Unit A & Unit B Exhausts  
Test Date: March 6 & 10, 2023 

 
 

 

returned to a pre-numbered Petri dish. The entire procedure described for acetone washing is repeated 

using reagent grade water and combined with the impinger catch. 

Particulate is determined gravimetrically using SDAPCD method 5 at MAQS’ laboratory in Santa 

Ana, California. Reported results include gravimetric analysis of the dried filters, evaporated rinses 

from all fractions, and evaporated impinger contents. A list of the sampling and analytical procedures 

employed during this test program is presented in Table 5-1.  Sampling method descriptions and 

schematics are presented in the Appendix D. 
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6.0 TEST CRITIQUE 

 

Unit B Testing on March 6, 2023 was aborted due to failed post-test leak check. A retest was 

conducted on March, 10, 2023. 

 

During Unit A sample recovery on March 6, 2023, filters were recovered in polyethylene bottles.  As 

instructed by SDAPCD, the polyethylene bottles were rinsed with acetone and water and added to the 

recovered train rinses.  50 ml of acetone and 50 ml of water were used for the rinses. Unit B filter 

sample recovery on March 10, 2023 utilized a labelled petri dish. 

 

No other anomalies occurred during the testing program. 
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APPENDIX A 

O2, AND CO2  
 

1.0 Results Tabulation and Calculations 
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O2, AND CO2 
 

2.0 Field Data (DAS) 
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O2, AND CO2 
 

3.0 Calibration Gas Certificates 
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APPENDIX B 

PARTICULATE MATTER 
 

1.0 Results Tabulation and Calculations 
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PARTICULATE MATTER 
 

2.0 Field Data 
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3.0 Analytical Data 
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4.0 Equipment Calibrations 
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FACILITY INFORMATION 
 

1.0 Process Data 
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2.0 CEMS Stripchart 
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3.0 Permit to Operate 
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