
USS Bonhomme Richard Fire 
One Year Later



What We Will Cover Today

 Incident Response Command Structure

 Timeline of APCD’s Response

 Air Monitoring Locations

 Community/Partner Outreach

 Lessons Learned

 Next Steps



Incident Response Command Structure

 Support the Unified Command
 Conduct supplemental air monitoring 

outside of the hot zone

 Present Air Quality data information 
to Unified Command

 Coordinate public communication 
through the Unified Command

 APCD are not First Responders

 APCD's Existing Limitations
 Lack Health Effects expertise

 APCD's Lab instruments could be 
contaminated from Incident Samples

Incident Occurs on Federal Land 
(Including Tribal & Military)

Federal (and/or Tribal & Military) 
Assets

Local Mutual 
Aid 

Agreements

Assistance Requests 
& Notification Order

State

County



APCD Response
Day 1: Sunday July 12th

 8:50am: explosion and fire occurred on USS 
Richard Bonhomme

 5:35pm: APCD notified via County Leadership 
Office

 5:35pm - 12:00am: APCD setting up 
additional sampling locations 

 6:30pm – 8:20pm: Issued smoke advisory in 
English and Spanish 

APCD Homepage on July 13th



Timeline of Events and Outreach
Monday July 13th to Sunday July 19th

• Notice of Violation was issued
• Deployment of Additional Sampling
• Posted Data on APCD website/ social media 3 

times a day 
• 9am, 2pm, 6 pm

• California Office of Environmental Health 
Hazard Assessment

• Reviewed Data and issued statement 
regarding Health Effects based on data

• Updated Smoke Advisory as necessary

Webpage devoted to Ship Fire



Air Monitoring Locations

Legend

Air Monitoring Locations

Ship Fire



Lessons Learned

Gap Mitigation
Incident 
Preparedness

• Developing an Incident Response Plan
• Incident Simulation Exercises – besides Wildfire 

Incident 
Coordination

• Improve coordination among Regional Response Agencies

Communication • Hired Public Outreach Coordinator
• Will hire Public Information Officer
• Developing a Public Participation Plan
• Better infographics, map of sampling locations, publicize 

update schedule



Next Steps

 Finalize Incident Response Plan 
 Public workshop planned for late summer/fall 2021

 Provide Governing Board with options on enhanced capabilities 
 Fall 2021 meeting

 Continue work with CARB’s After-Action Review
 CARB to host a public workshop in Summer 2021

 Implement a Portside residential air filtration & air monitoring program



USS Bonhomme Richard Fire 
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