
AB 617 Community Air Protection 
Program Steering Committee Meeting 

Draft Meeting Notes 
 

                                                  3/21/19 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

 
Perkins Elementary School 

(1770 Main Street, San Diego 92113) 
 
 
Note:  A mobile monitoring vehicle was made available for viewing in parking lot prior  
to the commencement of the meeting. 
 
 

• Opening Remarks 
 

o District activities since 1/29/19 meeting 
• The District had three bi-weekly calls with CARB  
• The District conducted these inspections: 
 Stationary source inspections – 145, 11 Violations issued 
 Mobile source inspections – 38, No citations issued 

• Provided testimony to the State Assembly Natural Resources Committee 
• Mobile monitoring commenced on 3/1/2019 

o The Tell Us Now! App was discussed 
• The app is available in Spanish.  To download the Spanish version of 

the app your language setting on your smart phone needs to be set to 
Spanish. 

• Question –The app requires a lot of information when you submit a 
complaint.  Can the fields be reduced or can the app use 
geolocation?  

• Answer – We will bring this suggestion up to our information 
technology personnel.  

 
 

• Approval of 1/29/19 Steering Committee Meeting Notes 
o Meeting notes were approved. 

 
 

• Public Comments 
o Each speaker is limited to 3   minutes 

• There were no public comments during this period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
• Presentation on License Readers (CARB staff) 

o  

o  

o  

o  



o  

o  

o  

o  



o  
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o  

o  



o  

o  
o Question – Can you identify trucks from Mexico? 
o Answer – Yes, trucks from Mexico will have dual plates with a second plate 

from the U.S.A. 
o Statement – We will need to monitor earlier in the morning than your 

proposed time of 8:00 am 
o Response – Agreed, the District will work with CARB and the community to 

use this technology at the appropriate times throughout the day. 
o Question – How long will it take to process the video? 
o Answer – It takes about 1-2 months to process video.  We will need 

additional time beyond that to generate data in a report form. 
o Question – Can this technology be used on the highway? 
o Answer – No, the current equipment we have can not process vehicle 

license plates at that speed. 
o Question – The Port traffic is variable based on when cargo is being off-

loaded, how will you account for this? 
o Answer – We agree and will work with the Port to get a representative 

sampling of the different conditions at and around the Port. 
o Question – Will you create new regulations based on vehicle weight 

classes because of the findings of this study? 
o Answer – No, there are current truck fleet regulations which encompass 

these vehicles. 
o Question - What happens if your previous assumptions (% of trucks in each 

weight class) are shown by this study are not accurate?  
o Answer – CARB assumptions are made on County averages but if we get 

more accurate data from the local study, we will adjust our assumptions. 



o Question – Will there be a written standard operating procedure (SOP) for 
the use of this technology? 

o Answer – Yes, there will be a SOP and we will share it with this committee. 
o Question – Will you be able to determine emissions information from out of 

state license plates? 
o Answer – Yes, we have access to a system which can get this information 

from out of state plates. 
o Statement – The cost of six cameras and support equipment is 

approximately $15,000. 
o Agreement – By a show of hands the committee agreed to move forward 

with the license plate reader study. 
 

• Larry Hofreiter (Port of San Diego) 
o An update was given on the most recent Port Commissioners meeting.  

The Port supports efforts to reduce emissions from the commerce and will 
seek out incentive funding to speed up the transition to less polluting 
equipment. Larry acknowledged and thanked those who attended the 
meeting and provided comments to the Port Commissioners. 

 
• Presentation on emission data and health impacts (State of California Health 

Hazard Assessments (OEHHA)) 
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o Question – We have known diesel is bad for us for a long time, how did we 

get to this point where diesel is polluting our community? 
o Answer – There are several regulations covering different types of diesel 

equipment.  We have seen a gradual decrease in diesel emissions since 
these regulations have been adopted.  We also saw a significant decrease 
in sulfur emissions when a low sulfur standard in diesel fuel was adopted.  

o Question - Is mercury being measured for in the Portside Neighborhoods? 
o  Answer – No, mercury is not being measured. 
o Question - Are health guidance values established for all VOCs? 
o Answer – No, there are so many that sometimes we use values for 

structurally similar chemicals.  
o Statement – Our goal in establishing limits on chemicals is to protect the 

most sensitive receptors (children, elderly, asthmatics). 
o Question – Is the data collected in the Portside neighborhoods going to 

compared to health guidance values? 
o Answer – The District will interpret the data and then let OEHHA review our 

findings for accuracy. 
o Question – What are the most dangerous chemicals emitted? 
o Answer – Our local monitoring program will give more specific pollutant 

data about the Portside Neighborhoods and what chemicals are of the 
greatest concern.   

o Question – Will there be any studies done on people living in the Portside 
Neighborhood?  There are some people in this room who have lived here 
our whole lives and may have significant exposures. 

o Answer – We do not have any plans to conduct any study on people living 
in disadvanted environmental justice areas.   

o Question – What will be done with the data from the Portside 
Neighborhoods once it is collected? 

o Answer – The data will be used to determine specific sources of pollutants, 
find “hot spots” of pollution and then use tools such as incentive funding to 
reduce pollution sources. 
 

• Update on Monitoring Sites, Equipment Purchases (District Staff) 
o A brief update was provided to the committee.  It was mentioned that 

sampling commenced at Sherman Heights Elementary School. 
o It mentioned that APCD staff have been searching for suitable monitoring 

locations with the understanding that mobile monitoring data could alter 
locations. 
 Staff have been working with the Port of San Diego, the US Navy, 

Caltrans, and local schools for locating monitoring sites on their 
properties. 

 



 
• Closing Remarks 

o The Next scheduled meeting is 4/23/19 at Perkins Elementary School 
Cafeteria (1770 Main Street, San Diego, 92113 from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm). 


